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that Tra#, which hath this Ticle , The 
Death of Chr 4ſt, the Death of Death 


1 Cor. 13. 13. | 
And now abideth Faith, Hope, Lowe ; theſe! | 
three ; but the greateſt of theſe is Love. 
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SERIOUS and SPIRITUAL 
READ ER 


READER, 


Olomon (the Sage of 1 rael) 

hath tranſinitted this 

-* dF Sentiment of his unto 
; poſterity ; Of making many Ecel. 12. 

* Books there is no end, and much * 

- 9 is a wearimeſs to the fleſh. 

- But, though there may bea 

. © ——_ (in) well-doing,yet 

N A there 


JV 


2* . To the Reade, 
there ſhould not be a wearj- 
neſs (of ) well-doing ; for as | 
"tis inconſiſtent with the truth of | 
grace to be weary ( of ) well- 
doing, ſo 'tis incumbent upon 
the truly gracious not to be. 

Gal. 6. 9. weary (in) well-doing. Let us 
not be weary in well-doing, for m 
due ſeaſcn we ſhall reap, if we 
faint not. There is a poſſubility ; 
a probability ; yea, a certainty of 

Job 17.9. per ſevering. T he righteous ſhall 
ho!d on his way, and he that hath 
clean bands, fhall add ſtrength to 
ſtrength. Thole that have an 
imputed, and imparted, or im- 
planted righteouſneſs , ſhall 
certainly perſevere in their 
ſpirituals, and morals ; in their 
ward, and outward way ; in 

: the 
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To the Reader. 3 | 
the way of their Heart, and 
in the way of their Hand. 


The wayes of the Lord are right, Hoſ 14.9. * 


and the juſt ſhall walk i them, 
but the tranſereſſors ſhall fall 
therem. 

Reader ; may not the Lip, 
and the Pen offend two wayes; 
Nezatively ; by not ſpeaking, 
or writing; as well as poſetively, 
by ſpeaking, or writing ? But | 
this may be objected, that I 
bring Straw into Eeypt , a 
Country abounding with Corn ; we plus als 
that I draw a pidture afrer"® 


| Apelles; that I write an Tiiad 
| after Homer ; that I do that 
| which hath long fince been. 


done by proteſtant Heroes ; Mid non? 


and that there is nothing ſpo- F7i 46 


um. 


A 3 ken 
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ken, which was not before 
ſpoken. My reply (with all 
_ humility) follows : "Tis true, | 
Imay (much more than o- 
thers) apologize for my elf, 
being the (Benjamin of my Fa- 
thers houſe) and ſay, what 
am I ſolutle, to appear inan 
Eſſay ſogreat?What is a Muſcle - 
fhell roempty an Ocean ? Can m 

Line found theſe Depths ? Here 
is Faith, which hath the perfon 
of Chriſt for Objeft ; here is - 
Hope, which hath Heaven for 
Obje#t ; here is Love, which hath 
the perſonal excellency of Chriſt 
for Object. But though my F 
Line cannot ſound this Bottom, | 
may Inot let it down? If I 
cannot appear as a Cedar in 


Lebanon, | 


' To the Reader, 5 © 


Lebanon, may I not appear as 
ll 3 aShb.in the YValley? MaylI 
e, not caſt a Mite into the Lords 
D= | Treaſury, if I have no more to 


caſt > May I not bring 2 lictle 

Goats hair that may contribute 
rowards the -erefion of the 
Temple , if 1 have nothing 
better to bring: ? A Book m1 

ſpeak, when the Author (doth) 

not ; when the Author (dares) 

not ; when the Author (may) 

not ; when the Author (is) not. 

It was the ſaying of an En- Cenrade, © | 
peror, fay lictle to others, but aig on 4 
more to thy ſelf. It was alſo — 
the laying of a Monarch, He Net nee 
that knoweth not how to be ao ogul 
ſilent, knoweth not how to 

ſpeak. Bur ſilence (when Truth 


A 3 is 


6 To the Reader. 
is wounded js a (loud) Sm. God 
ſent the book of Nature, be- 
fore he ſent the book of Scrip- 
ture. God hath two books; 
the book of his Wirks, andthe 
book of his Word; the book 
of the Creatures, and the book 
of the Scriptures: The former, 
is a very large Volume ; or ra- 
ther containeth many Volumes; 
a whole Library : The latter, 
divideth it felt into the old, 
and new Teſtament. This , is 
Mans book ; but there is Gods 
book ; the ſacred Scripture , 
which 1s the Book of Books. I 
would not be guilty of that 
vanity in out-bidding my elf, 
and (if I be not) then I do 
aſſerc with the greateſt confi- | 


dence, 


To the Reader. 7 | 
dence,and innocence,that I would 


not appear with wiſdom of 
Words, and yet i would not 


appear without words of wiſdom; 


that I had much rather (with 
Luther) my book ſhould not 
be read, than that Gods book 
ſhould be left unread ; yea, 
than that ſhould nor be firſt 
and laſt, moſt and beſt read. 
Reader ; | begin to be weary 
of reading thoſe books, wherein 
I find not te NAME OF 
CHRIST. In(this) Book, 
thou ſhalt find (this) name, 
which is a name above every Phi. 2. 9; 
name ; that at this name every knee ©* 
ma) bow ; things m Heaven (An- 
oels, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect ; ) things on 
earth 


$8 To the Reade: 

earth ( Saints and Sinners. ;) 

things under the earth ( infernal 

Spirits. ) The Proconſul in Aſia 

(in the time of Juſtin Martyr) 

did forbid the C. hriſt fans to read 

any books that ſpake of a 

os Chriſt, Ts this a wonder * Pe- 
"Ad418.ter and John were commanded not 
to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the 
- name of Jeſus, It is ſaid of one 
_ that he hada rare felicity in 
Peres. reading of books ; he did (as ' 
It were) but turn them over, 

yet- would give an account of 

all that was conſiderable in 

them ; he peruſed books lo 
ſpeedily, that one would have 
thought he had read nothing : 

and yet lo accurately, that one 
woald haye thought he had 


read } 
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read all, Eraſmus ſaith, that 
he learned m.ore from one 
ſhort page of Luthers writing, 
than from all the great Books 
of Thomas Aquinas. Though 
more may be learned in read- 
ing one line of Gods book, 
than in reading all the leaves 
of Mans book; and (if thou 
beeſt ſpiritual) thou wilt find 
a vaſt difference in reading the 
one, and the other; yer (if 
Chriſt be with thee) thou mayft 
learn ſomething in reading 
the book of man. [I like {tho- 
rough grace) books under a di- 
vine Deſign; that are ſent into 
the world for Truth, rather 
than Triumph ; and for Verity, 
rather than /iffory, A preten- 


lion 


nc oy Reads. _ G = 


111 "BEA 


IE NET FOE) 


SLOAN. oe 
+ MA Pare A CE LEE — ——— 
7 : _ ; "LINER 
. - .4<; 
pt 


a". [3 w75 
OT Ve "47% 

ane. 

0/22 * Hg HO IR As 


GE » FL 5 4 
- bet L1 ” Wo . bt 4 
& : : ; - , 
ke FE ' ; 
I — aft SH AE. 1, ow 
FY Gs” 0 ESP lr yt ph > 2s 
" wo _—_ , gr ws Þ . 
, P *. } . 


10 "T6 the Readez: 


fionto ſatisfie every Reader; 
would be as ridiculous as his 
Eſjay, who ſtudied to make a 
Veſtment for the Moon, that 
might /ut her under every in 
terchange : And, as improbable 
forSucceſs,as his Ente prize, who 
(with a diſh of one Radiſh) 
would ſatisfie every pallate. 
Reader, if thou beeſt curi- 
ous, and critical unto an Exceſs, 
I deſpair of plealing thee, be- 
cauſe thou wilt be finding 
faulc, beſides the faults thar 
are to be found : As (theres 
fore) I have not been writing 
inhaſte, to be not thou reading 


Erernicari haſte; but as one painted for 


. an-8ternity, (© do thou read for 
an eternity, Irhath been ſaid, 
THREE 


OE REO apy OS 
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To the Reader. IT 
THREE. THINGS, ARE Tre! 
ALL THINGS : The Fa” 
ther purpoling ; the Son pur- 
chaling ; the Spirit perfeQing ; 
here are three things ; they are 
great. things ; ; they are (as it 
were) all things. As the hy- 
poſtatical union, or Ymon of 
natures 1a Chriſt is the Vonder of 
LYonders, lo a Trinityin Unity, r Tins 5. 
and an Unity i in Trinity, is the ©* 
Myſtery of Myſteries. That he 
who was God, ſhould be Man; 
that had Eternity for hisManſwr, 
KF & his Meaſurethould be an In- Luke 2, 
| fant of aday old, is the wonder *** . 
_ of wonders. Thus, a Trinity in 

Hairy, and an Unity in Trinity, 

15 the Myſtery of My/teries.Ma- 
ny of Gods incommunicable 4 


properties, 
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12 To the Reader. | | 

properties, and works, have 

(though moſt wickedly) been 

attributed to falſe Gods ; as E- 

ternity ; Onmipotency ; Creation 

of the world ; divine providence 

&c. Butdid it ever come into 

the mind of any Jdolater to 

Imagine his God to be Three in 

bod One ? A Deity in Moſes : a Duality 

alias i# inthe Prophets ; a Trinity in the 

Ines Evaneeliſts,is manifeſted. The 

one purpoſe of the Father ; the pur-- 

frr- Chaſe of the Son; the perfettion 

of the Spirit : The elefion of 

the Father ; the Redemption of 

the Son; the manifeſtation of the | 

Spirit ; here are three things, | 

and they are (as it were) all 
things. 

Chriſtian-Reader ; the name 

Chriſtian 


To the Reader. 13 
Chriſtian, hath been ſo odious, 
that it was crime enoughto be 
. a Chriſtian; yea, tolayTama _ | 
Cbriſtian,wwas the way to (cru- —_— 
el) yet (glorious) Martyrdom. Fiune non 
It was ſaid of old,they are made, Cloetieni, 
not born Chriſtians. A Chriſtian Non Gene- 
doth not beget a Chriſtian, be- Regener«- 
cauſe *tis not Generation, but Re-"" 
generation, that maketh a Chriſti- 
an. Now (a8 a Chriftian of 

. Chriſts making) I commend thee Acts 20, | 
to God,and the Word of his grace ; gun. 
who is able to do above all ſuper-Fph-3-20: 
abundantly ; that thou mayſt - 
.meet with the Jewel in the Ca- 

binet, and with the Pearl in the 

Field; but pray for me alſo, 

that the bottom of my dayes, 


may be the beſt of my dayes, 
| | and 


14 Tothe Reade. 


and my laſt works, may be more 


the fulneſs of the bleſſmg of the 

Goſpel of Chriſt: Thar my 77 um- 

pet may not give an uncertain ſound, 

and that I may live Sermons, 

as. well as preach them : That 
I may be a wocer,and winner of 

Souls for Chriſt,for he that win 
—. > ſouls is wiſe: That Imay have 
{es Vier. leaſt of that Sn of which Thave 
20. 2* moſt, and moſt of that Grace 

| of which I have leaſt : That [ 
may live,and dye,praying or prea- 
ching;live and dye in theCloſet, 

or in the Pulpit ; this will be 
additional unto him, who would 


( without a fouriſh) ſubſcribe 
himſelf, Reader, 


Thy Friend, and Servant 
for Telus ſake, 
Richard Mayhew. The 


than my fuſt : That I may goin | 
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BOOK. 
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Chap. 1. 
Whether there be ſuch a thing as a Goſpel- 
Faith, 


—_ 
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Chap. 
What t this Golpel- Faith 7s. 


Chap. 3. 

Of agreat and a ſtrong Faith. 
S 4 Gopel-Faith is agreat Faith, #5 tvi- 

. Becauſe :t ſeerth things inviſible. 

. Becauſe it hoperh things incredible. 
» Becau Bo it doth things impoſiible. 
© u. 4 how ſhall Thnow that I am in 
i the Faith ? 

| Bol. I. Where there is Faith,there is Love. 
» To Chr: 
>. To thoſe that are Chriſts. 
3. To thoſe that are not Chrifts, 
To the Ordinances of Chriſt. 


—— 


24, 2F»s 


27. 


The 1Jea of the Book. 
Sol. 2. Where there is Faith, there is allo a 
Train of good V Vorks. y fo 
Qu. 2. But what are the Symbols of a 

great Faith * 
Sol. 1. It rruſtech Chrift without a Pawn. 
2. '1:s a wonder-working Fazth, 
3. *Ti: ſteady and ftedfaſt. 
4. It ſwims againſt V Vind, and Tide. 
5. Tt bears great Delays. 
6. It takes no Denyal. 
Six things call for a great Faith. 
1, Great Services. 4. Great Providences. 
2. Great Sufferings. 5. Great Temprarions. 
3. Great Promiles. 6. Great Corruprions. 


— 
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Chap. 4. 
Of a littlc and a weak Fazth. 

Qu. But how ſpall T kiiow a true Faith ? | 
Sol. 1. It gocth xor alone... 

2. It hatha true Objcct. 

3. *Tis not Eaſily come by. 

4. It hath tw; Hands, | 

5. 1:dreads not Trial. 

6. It livcs in a Storm, | 
Lie I. To the Soul (out) of Chriſt. 

2. To the Soul (im) Chriſt, 

The Compcndium verſified. 


Sect. 2. Of Hope. 


my | 
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Chap. 1. 

Whether there be a Golpel-Hope, and what | 
this Goſpel-Hope rs. | 

The various Acceprions of Hope. 
The Deſcriprion of a Goſpel-Hope. | 
A diſtind | 
I. Nature. 
2, Quality, 


iicufſion co 27, In 1ts 
3. Object. 


- 4. Caule. Chap. | 


32,10 the! 
49, ; 


41 &c, 


[1 


the ] | 


«orb 


The Idea of the Book. 
Chap. 2. 


CO CEOC  CAOe Re Cen er 


Inferences, & Morives, as to Goſpel-Hope. | 
1. Inferences, concerning a Goipel-Hope. 
Inf. 1. *Tis the Duty, and the Mercy, of 
the Iſrael of God, to make the God of 
Iſrael the Object of therr Hope. 
Inf, 2. As a true, ſo 4 vain Hopz. 
int. . All that are hopeleis,are alſo Chriſt- 
els. 
Inf. 4. There muſt be living upon the Ob- 
ect of Hope. 
Inf. 5. Th»ſe (who have Hope) ſhould brave 
a life in Print. 
Inf. 6. Thoſe (aRually) Chriſts, are tohope 
, © the — 
nt. 7. The hoping man, is the happy man. 
« I, Ab bes _ is an evil Frm like 
to be worſe ! 
Sol. Be not forbiddenly concerned, for Chrift 
15 the Object of thy Hope. 
- 2, Ah but mineeyes fail in waiting ſor 
God ! 
S.Enjoymenr,m”:// compenſare al! thy Hope. 
Ob. 3 +hb out I may ſay as the Church 1d! 
S. D ft ſay as the Church did ? then do as 
the:Church 4d. 
I. She ſecketh G4. 
2. She ſcnicrh her kearr. 
I, With her own miſery. 
2. With Gods Mercy. ; 
3- She ſcaleth this with her own expert- | 
ence. | | b 
Ob. 4. 4h but T queſtion whether my hope, 


| mn nn 


be a rrue hope ! 
S. A true hope, may be known from a falle 
hope, theſe wayes. i. 4 


74- 


7 3s 
77. 


7 9» 
SO, 


32. 
83. 
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'The Idea of -the BboR. 
_ 1. Afalſe hope, hath afalſe Object. 
2. A falſe ro goeth _ 
3. A fallc hope 15 ſhort-lifed. 


2. Morives, concerning a Goſpel-Hope. | 89, &c, 


Mor. 1. ould ye have the God of Gods to 
take pleaſure in you ? 
2. Would ye not be Stumbling-blocks ? 
3. Would ye beſecured when the Winds 
are prodigious, and the Waves are im- 
peruous ? 
4. Would ye be under a diſtinguiſhing, 
and adignifying Charater ? 
F. Would ye ſweeren all your Bitters? 
6. Would ye have a formal Plea at the | 
Throne of Grace * 
I. Againſt Enemies without ? 
2. Againſt Enemies within? Live then 
and dyc,m the Act,nd exerciſe of Hope. 


The Epirome »f the Proſe in Verlie. 97, 98, 
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Sect. 3. Of Love. . 


——  _—_ 


_ _ 


Chap. I. 
Whether there be a Goſpel-Love, and what 99, 
this Golpel-love 2:52 
Love, zs referrible to God, and Man, 
I. To God. Thus it ſignifieth his, 
1 Divine Eſſence. 2+ Divine Purpoſe. 
2. To» Man. Thus, reducible to three beads. 


1. Carnal. Thus, there is alove ; f 100, &c. 


I. To Sin. 2. To Self. Now there is 


x. 4 ſinful. 4. 4 moral. Log. 

2. A nacural. . Arclarive. > Self. 106, .* | 

3. Areligious. 6. 4A lawful. by 

f 3. A lov? to the World. 107. 
2,Moral. Reduced to four. heads. 113. 


1. Magiſterial. 2. Parental. 3. Conjus 
82]. 4- Spiritual. Qu, | 116. 
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The Idea of the BdoF. 


Qu. But what is this Goſpel-Love ? 
Sol. A Deſcription of zt inzts 
1. Nature. 3. Soll. | 
2, Original. 4 Object. 


———— — Qu 


Chap. 2. 
How this perſonal Excellency of Chriſt ap- 
pears, that is the proper Qbjegt of this 
Goſpel-Love. 
.1; Name. 6. Wealth. 
Chriſt is \2. Nature. 7. Counſel. 
excellent< 3. Love, 8.Comforr. 


zn 4. Lighr. . Conduct. 
5- Wiſdom. A Poewcr. 
Chap. 


Inferences from a Goſpel-Love. | 


Inf 1. The Lover of Chriſt, hath much n ; 


Reverfion. 
Qu. 1. But what is this Crown under 
romiſe, for the Lovers of Chrift ? 
ol, This Crown zs called 
I. A: Inheritance. 
2. The joy of the Lord. 
3- The Kingdom. 
4- The Crown of Life. 
5. The Crown of Righteouſneſs. 
Thus, under a two fold notion. | 
I. Ex parte Dei. 
2. Ex parteRei. | 
6. A Crown of Glory. 
Qu. 2. But hy hill thoſe have a Crown 
( mith) a Chrift hereafter, that have a 
Croſs (for) a Chriſt here ? 
In a four fold reſpeR. | 
I. The Father. 
2. The Son. Becauſe he hath | 


I. Prepared this. 2 


1358, 


140, 


143» 


44: 


The 1ea of the Book. 
2. Prayed for this. 
3. Promiſed this. 
3. In reſpe& of the Saint. 
Ob. 1 Ah but my Temprations are many ! 
oo, More loved by Chrift, than hated by 
atan. 
Ob.z. 4h but my Tribulations are many ! 
. Sol. be All things ſhall work together for thy 
004, 
2.Suffer but a while,thou haſt but a while 
to (utter. 
3. Thelaſt Diſh will be the beſt. 
Ob. 3. 4h but my Corruprions are many ! 
Sol. Sorrow not as one without _ 
Ob. 4. Ah but I queſtion whether Chrif 
loves me ! 
Sol. Doft thou leve Chrift? then Chriſt 
loveth Thee, 
Ob. 5. Ah but I queſtion whether 1 lovc 
Chriſt ! 
The Symbols of a Love that is right, and 
. veal. 
1, Jealous. 6. Expenſive. 
2. Cordial. 7. Expreflive. 
*Ti;4 3. Unceiſant. 8. Sociable. 
4. Loyal. 9. Submiſſive. 
- C 5.Expanſive. 10, Superiative. 
Tf. 2. Thy Votre muſt be given for Chriſt, 
and his Church. 
Inf. 3. Chrift, mf? be loved, or the Soul 
muſt be damned. 
There are three things indiſpenſably neceſſary 


Ifl. 


| 
| 


£ F2, &c. 
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| I61, 
I64. = 
165, &c.Þ 
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3n crder to a living well; doing well; | 


dying wel!. 
1. Repentance. 2. Faith. 3. Love. 
The Marrow of the Proſe in Poem, 


| 172, 173, 
Ah 


| The Author to the Reader. - © 
cj ' A H little 7744! what will become of 7hee ? 
From City thou mayſt unto Comntrey flee ? 
BH Burif for Seathou ſetteſt ſail, this craves 
That Heaven ſaves thee from the Winds & Waves. 
Alexius ( the man was ſuch an ſs ) 

More than a 1Mon/ter doth a Lookmg-Glaſs 

A Book did hate: On Czſar therefore look, 
Who loft a-Robe, that he might ſavea Book. 
For Money ſolely Ariſtippus looks, 

But ſolely Plato looked after Books. 

Books, Bleſſings are, and bleſſed are the Books, 

To bl:fſed Man, that fora Bleſſimg looks. 
'The Bible is the Book of Books; *ris true ; 
Conſiſting of 0/4 Teſtament, and new; 

This firfly read, and moſtly ; alſo look 

In order (ſometimes) in this /zttle Book. 

Well may I ſay when under Heavens Gale, 
What Parity between a Shrimp and Whale ! 
No Parity between a ſmgle Sand, 

And all the reſt that are upon the Land. . 

What is a Spark unto the Furnace ? yea, 

What isa Drop to a tremendous Sea? 

{ Burt obvyrus *ris unto a ſeeing Eye 

E That there's a far greater Diſparity, 

Between a ſnleſs God, and /imful Mar, 

S Whoisa ///k of Life; his Dayes a Span: 

Man finite 1s, but infinite is God, 

Who into Solace turns a ſmarting Rod : 
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FE The Author to the Ready, 
if . V Ho Comforts Croſſes make ; but alſo can 
_ 7 'Y Make Croſſes Comforts unto faved Man. 
Faith, Hope and Love,the Subjetts are ; too high, 
For him that hath a Film upon his eye: 
Ah what's a Muſcle-ſhe!l ! can lapſed Man, 
With this exhauſt the bounded Ocean? 
His Lize's too fhort this Botrom for to ſound ; 
He lets it down but cannot find the ground : 
Come Reader now, and proſpect take of mine ; 
Then take thine own, for longer may be thine. 
Faith, Hope and Love, grand Graces are all three, 
But /ong:ſt-lifed 1s the laſs T fee. 
Faith, Hope and Love, are lovely Graces, which 
A AMoment-Man fo rarely do enrich. 
A Beggar, yea, a Bankrupt is a Man; 
Worth nothing ; worſe than nothing if he can 
Be without Faith, Hope, Lowe; grand Graces all ; 
Whoſe Obje#s have been ever {ince the Fall, 
Chriſt ; Heaven; Saints ; theſe of all Sizes; and 
Of Sexes alſo all, at Sea, at Land. | 
Ah little Babe! it way be thou wilt find 
Some Friends,though many Foes that are unkind: 
My prayer 1s, Friends care of thee will take, 
Both for thine 02%, and for thy Fathers ſake. 
Now :Reader come ; take ; taſte, and allo eat 5 
Here is mych Broath, bur here's a little mear. 
Go /itile. Book, and with thee alſo go 
_ 'The greateſt God, and Good, to Friend, and Fre. 
Halelu-jah. | 
To 
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SeCtion T. Of- Faith, 


CHAP. I 
Whether there be ſuch a thing as p 
Goſpel-Faith? 


"TIS faid, jf a #2ar bath Gbft his Re- 
ligion, he may ſeek it in Poland, 
& and be ſure to find it, or conclude that 
it is baniſhed, yea vaniſhed out of the 
world. The Father of Lights, hath made 
England the Region of Religion; the Lan 
of Goſhen; the Valley of Viſion; yet, if 
8 we go to many places, and converſe ma- 
& ny perſons, we ſhall not find a Goſpeſ- 
8 Faith, as if it had taken the wing, and 
fought another Climate, | - "> Mes Wn 
Some Philyſophers could hit upon a rium. Des 
(Being of Beings) ſomewhat like the(6el) us, oft cox 
B | 


om - end, 


The Grace of Faith. 
Commanilment : Upon a (God) to be. 
worſhipped, ſomewhar like the (ſecond) 
Commandment : They accounted (Vows 
and Oaths ſacred) ſomewhat like the 
(third) Commandment : 'They had ſome 
(ſuperſtitious Feaſts ) in reſemblance of 
the (fourth) Commandment : And as for 
the ſecond T'able, Honour Parents , 
Steal not; Whore not ; . Kill not; Lye 
not ; Covet not; they could (with open 
mouth) dec/aim againſt theſe ; though 
the /piritual part of thefe, was too ſ1b- 
lime for them: Now, Faith 1s the 
grand Commandment of the Goſpel: This 
I JON-3- 75 his Commandment, that we ſhould be- 
p lieve in the name of his Son Teſs Chriſt : 

But, they were fo far from finding” out 

this, thar they (contemptuouſly ) called 
Credentes. the Chriftians, Believing Ones; as if their 
Faith had been their 4bſurdity; whereas 
God calleth all fuch abſurd, that have 
not Faith. That we may be delivered 
from unreaſonable (abſird, fo the Greek ) 
and wicked men, for all men have not 
Fauh. | | 
: T would now afert (beyond all mo- 
deſt contradiction ) thar there is ſach a 
Mark 1. , thing as the Faith of the Goſpel. Repen 
Ir, (and believe the Goſpel. Faith and Repe 

: tance 
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The Grace of Faith. 
}ance, they are Twins of Grace; they lay 
in the ſame 2vomb of Free-Grace; And 
as they lay in the womb together, fo 
they come into the 2y0rld together : But, 
as Eſau got the ſtart of Facob, and 
came ( firſt ) into the world, ſo Faith 
(as it appears to me) ;ſcemeth to get the 
ſtart of Repentance, and is (firſt) in; the 
Soul : Faith is (firſt) in A&, but Repen- 
tance is (firſt) in Sight. God hath joined 
Faith and Repentance together ; woe to 
thoſe who put them aſunder. 'They who 
either believe without repenting, or re- 
ent without believing, do neither be- 
am nor repent. That there 1s the 
Faith of the Goſpel, is evident: May 
Peter ſpeak ? he was the great De&or 
of the Circumciſion, and a good Oras 
tor, That the Gentiles (by my mouth) 
might hear the word of the Goſpel, and 
believe. ”T'is true, if we look (with both 
eyes) upon molt men, and their Mans 
ncrs, we may (calily ) conclude,that they 
are ſtrangers to this Faith ; yer there 1s 


ſuch a thing as the Faith of the Goſpel. P 


May Paul (allo) ſpeak? He was the 
great Dotfor of the Uncircimciſion, who 
ſpake with Tongues more than they all, 
and had a great command of Rhetorick : 

B 2 Striuimg 


hil,1.27. 
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Striving together for the Faith of the 
Goſpel. The words are metaphorical, 
taken from PYreſtlers, who ſtrive for the 
Maſtory, or, for the Crown ; they did 
put themſelves in hazard for the defence 
of the Goſpel. 


CHAP. IL 
TVhat this Goſpel-Faith 3s. 


"TIS connatural unto man, to out-bid 


14 bene k 
in eve himſelf : I would know nothing 
bene s 2 by my /elf but my /#: ; yet he that 4:- 


ſtmguiſheth well, teacheth well. I would 

not take the ll of thoſe pious and pru- 

dent, laborious and learned Divines (Ce- 

dars of Lebanon) that have gone before 

Prov. 31, me upon this Subject, whoſe works 
3l. praiſe them mn the Gates ; that died in 
| the Lord ; have refted from their labours; 
Rev, 14. and whoſe works have followed them in 
13. a way of mercy, though not in a way of | 
2erit : Nor, would I be ambitiorrs (were 

they living) to go by their ide; yer, ſuf- 

fer meto caſt in my mite; tor, great hath 

been the Controverſie between Prote- 

frants and Papiſts; yea, between Prote- 

| Hants 


j* 
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The Grace of Faith. 

ants themſelves, wherein the Eſſence of 
1 Goſpel-Faith lies. As there is an bypo- 
critical or temporal Faith, ſo there 1s a 
dogmatical or hiſtorical Faith, as Diwvines x 1 g , 3. 
call it. 'There 1s Faith, and there is the Acts 24. 
Aſſurance of Faith ; there is the Faith of 1 4. 
Affance, and there is the Faith of Aſſu- 
 rance; there 1s the (direct) and there is 
the (reflect) A& of Faith : I ſhall (there- 
fore) engage (as I am (more) or (leſs) 
indulged, the Gales and Guſts of the Spi- 
rit) the (dire&t) AF of Faith; the Faith 
of Afrance : the Seed of Grace (which is 
incorruptible, and duyable) may (tor a 
time) lie under clods and clots : 'There 
- may be Grace, where there is no Peace ; 
and Faith, where there is no Aſſurance : 
Yea,the Tenure of Grace and Peace, is not 
(alwaies) the ſame ; but,as to Peace, God 
can (and that in a moment) if we ſm a- 
gainſt him, turn our Heaven upon Earth, 
into a Hel] upon Earth. 
| Bur, what (then) is this (dire&) A& Quelt. 
of Faith? -what (then) is this Faith of 
& Aferance ? what (then) is this Goſpel- 


| Faith? 


Goſpel-Faith is the Gift of God, and $91. 
Fruit of the Spirit of God, whereby there is 
(pon Goſpel-terms) a Reception of Chriſt 

B 


3 Feſas* 


The Grace of Faith, 
Feſus the Lord, and a Recumbenty uport 
him (ſolely) for ſalvation. 

This Definition of the Faith of 4f- 
ance, ſuggeſteth a reflefion of {1x things, 
as conſiderable Remarks and Ingredients 
indiſpenfably neceſſary, in order to its 
Conſtitution ;, uts Pedegree, its Object, its 
Eſſence, its Act, 1ts Rule, and its End. 

. Its Pedegree. Goſpel-Faith 1s the Gift 
of God, and Fruit of the Spirit of God. 

i. . Goſpel-Faith is the Gift of God. Faith 
15 not a Native, but a Donattve. By grace 

Eph. 2,3, ye are ſaved through Faith, and that not 

of your ſelves, it is the gift of God, Here 
15 the mercy, and that 15 Salvation ; here 
is the 929tzye, and that 1s Grace ; here 
is the wedium, and that 15 Faith : By 
grace ye are faved through Faith ; but 
this Faith 1s not of your ſelves, it 1 the 
gift of God. 'Though Faith be (in) us, 
yet itis nat (of ) us; 1t is the gift of God. 
Lapſed Mar hath loſt his Freedom of 
Fill to Good. "This Man hath no Free- 
dom of Till (to that which is truly | 
good) but whar is wrought by Free- i 
Grace. The two Poles will as ſoon 
meet, as Free-Grace, and Free-I711, in the 
Fuſtification of 2 Sinner before God. I 
could readily Seal the ſaying nf One, 


who 
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who laying his hand upon his breaft, Dr.Hill. + 

faid, Every true Convert hath ſomething owe Y 
(here) that will draw an Argument a- Ch,igian. 
ainſt an Arminian. As the Habit of p. 26. 

Faith, fo the At of Faith, 1s the: gift of Non Gra» 

Ged. Faith is an ( Out-landiſh ) Flank, 74 - 

and of a (divine) Extra. Faith is not j;4 9,4.45. 

a ſlip growing in our own Garden, but ta omni 

a ( heaven-born) Grace, What is freer 0do. 

than gift? Now the A, as well as the 

Habit of Faith, is given. It us given ; 

yea, (according to the Greek) freely, or *ze/2. 

graciouſly given) unto you im the behalf 

of Chri#t, not ( onely ) to believe,but (aiſo) Phil. 1.29. 

#0 ſuffer for his ſake : That 1s, *tis given 

with all freeneſs :maginable ; yea, with 

an wuninimaginable  —_ for , *tis 

Grace (no) way, unleſs it be free (every) 

way. | 

2. Goſpel-Faith is the Fruit of the 2: 

Spirit of God. Faith, that's the Fruitzthe 

Spirit, that's the Tree. The fruit of the Gal. 5- 

Spirit 2s love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, 


gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith. Here 1s va- 


= S 
& 7ety; this, that, and the other Grace : 


Here 1s (alſo) rarity: Here is Faith 
and Love, the top-fruit of the Tree. Vices 
end in themſelves, but Virtues abound 


. . » / . 
with fait : *Tis cailed the Fruit of the 


B 4 Spirit, 


"The Grace of Faith. 


71t, as the Fruit is from the Tree. As all 
Light meets in the Sun ; as all the Crea- 
tures met 1n the Ark ; as the Members 


meet in the Body ; as all the Branches 


meet 1n the Tree ; and, as all the Lines 

meet in the Center, ſo all Power nets in 

the Spirit, and -concenters there.” *T'is 
(therefore) called the work of fairh with 

2 Theſ. 1, power. Power 1s as inſeparable an Ad- 
11. Junt of the Spirit, as the Light of the 
| Sn, and the Hear of the Fire ; it canno 
more be ſevered from it, than the Sow/ 

from the Body, whilſt a living Organ. 

Col. 2.124 ”Tis a Faith of the operation of God. * T'is 
, the operation of God, becauſe 2vrought 
by the- Spirit of God. Yea, there is a 
power exerted in the working of this 
Faith, equivalent (unto) and £quipolicnt 
(with) that power, which gave a Reſur- 
reetion unto Chriſt Feſzrs. To this the 
ApoFtle ſpeaks, as one acquainted with 


an, —_ the 2vork of Faith, mhis own Soul. And | 
30 what 7s the ſupereminent, cr ſublime mag- 


Ephel.1. mitude (fo the Greek) of his power to 

19, 2% rzs-ward who believe, according to the 

9 working of his mighty power, which he 
eavios. | | 

: wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him 

from the dead, and ſet him at his own 

| right 


Spirit, becauſe (originally) from the Spp - 


The Grace of Faith. 
10ht hand, in the upper heavenlies. Cer- 
ainly they are under a prodigious De- 
reption and Deluſion, who ſay they have 
believed, ever {ince they could remem- 
fer. The Apoiile exprelieth this power 
qut forth upon thoſe that believe, by a 
{1x-fold gradation . 

| *T'is (his) Power. Faith cannot be 
wrought (in) the Scul, nor wrought cut 
(for) the Soul, by any power ſhort of 
(this) power, which is the power of God, 
and of the Spirit of God, Ir is ( his) 
power. | 

"Tis the 91agnitude of (his) praver. Tt 
15 not (onely ) great, but (alſo) Greatneſs 
of power. 

'Tis rhe ſupereminent, or ſublime mag- 
utude of (his) purer. 

"Tis the working of (his) power. 

"Tis the 2yorking of (his) mighty 
POWEr. 

*Tis the ſame power, which gave a 
Reſurre&ion, and Aſcenſicn to Chriſt. This 
is the Gradation,and *tis an evident one; 
"ris an exmment one; *tis an excellent one. 
When they called upon Spira to believe, 
he replied, it was as 7poſſtble as to drink 
up the Sea at one draught : It 1s (faith 
he) as poſſible to keep the Moral Law, as 


to 


Cl ar 8s 


Martyr. 


147. 


Mrs. 


Lemwais. 


191, 


© The Graceof Faith, | 


to believe; for *tis natural. to work for | 
Life, but ſupernatural to believe for Life, 


Its Ohjett. The Objett of this Faith, 
is the Perſon of Chriſt. "The Perſon of 
Chriſt is the Obje& of this Goſpel-Faith. 
That he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of 
him that belicveth in TFeſrrs. But, the 
Greek thus ; That he might be juſt, and 
juſtifying him, who is of the Faith of 
Jeſus : That is, who is of the number of 
thoſe that renounce all confidence by their 
own 2orks, and believe (onely ) in the 
Perſon of Chriſt, for Salvation. "T's not 


the Light within, that is the Object of 


Faith, 5 ſome ſay. *T'is not the Church 
that is the Object of Faith, as others af- 
ſert with great confidence. 


ther thing to belzeve (in) the Church. 
The Church may be believed, bur 
Chrif muſt be believed in. Neither 1s the 
Pope (wino looks like the Reuben of the 


4Ged of this world) the Objeft of Faith ; 


(though in the Maryan-days) the Sheriff 
told one Carver at the Stake, Except 
thou belic ff in the Pope, thou art dame 
ned beth Body and Soul. A Biſhop (allo). 
told one (in the fame days) If thon be- 
lieveil: no more than is in the Scripture, 


C *T'is one {| 
thing to believe (the) Church, and ano» | 
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The Grace of Faith. "= 


F. hou art in a danmable condition. God 1s 

| theproper Object of Repentance; Chriſt 

is the proper Obje# of Faith. Repentance Acts 20. 
© towards God, and Faith towards our Lord "+ 


Feſus Chrift. Chriſt is the (mediate) Ob- 


jett of Faith ;, God is the (ultimate) Ob- 


Jet of Faith. Who by him do believe in 1 Per. 1. 
God, that raiſed him from the dead, and 21. 
gave him glory, that your faith and hope 

might be in God. "This (allo) is the Do- 

Grime of Chriſt : Let not your hearts be Toh.gg. 1, 
troubled, ye believe i God, believe alſo in 

me. Ye believe in God, as a Father, be- 

lieve (alſo) in me as a Sawour, as a Sa- 
crifice, asa Satzfier, as a Surety. 

Its Eſſence. Hereby there 1s a Recep- 3. 
tion of Chriſt. 'The very Eſſence of 
Goſpel-Faith (if I miſtake not) lies in re- 
ce:ving this Perſon of Chriſt, in all his 
Offices. A Gift 1s received by the Hand. 


| Faith 1s the Soul's Hand. To as many as Toh.t. 12, 
| received him, to them gave he priviledge 


#0 become the Sons of God, even .to them 
that believe on his name, Chriſt is re- 
ceived by Faith; and not (onely) re- 


& ceived into the Head, but (alſo) received 


into the Heart. That Chriſt may dwell Eph.3. 17 
in your hearts by faith Thus Chriſt 
dwelleth by his (Spiritual) preſence, and 
by 


2 Cor. 
4x 5- 


I2 
Col. 2.6. by his (gracious) Influence. As ye there- 
fare have received Chriſt Feſus the Lord, | 
Jo walk ye in him. . Here 1s a Reception * 
of Chriſt in all his Offices ; received Chriſt 
Jetus the Lord, Theſe three, Chriſt, Fe- | 


he Grace f Faith. | 


fris, Lord, are often put together. We 
preach not our ſelves, but Chrift Teſus 
the Lord, Thus Paul! ( in his Benedi- 
f1ons) uſeth at leaſt ſeventeen times theſe 
words,” 1 Cor. 1.3. ch. 15. 23. 2 Cor. 
I. I. ch. ult. ult. Gal. 1. 1. ch. ult. ults 
Ephef. 1. 1. Phil. 1.1. ch.ult.ult. Col.1,1. 
1 Theſ."1. 1. ch. ult.ult. 2 Theſ. 1. 2. ch. 
at. ulr. 1 Tim. 1.%. 2 Tim. 1.2. Tit.1.4s 
This Reception makes the Union ; herein 
lies the very Eſſence of the Faith of the 


Goſpel. Chriſt 1s received in all his Offi- | 


ces; Prophetical, Sacerdotal and Regal as 
the Churches Prophet, Prieſt and Prince. 


Of theſe ſufker a diſtint difcuiſion. r 
| Chriſt is the Churches Prophet, "The i 
Church hath had many Prophets , but 7 
Chriſt (by way of Emphaſis, Eminency 


&< "Re 


* 3 1 
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and Excellency) was (the) Prophet. Moe- =P 
jes (in Oid-Teſtament times ) was the WF, 


Cheiftain of the Prophets, leading the Wo 
(firſt) Ranks. Fohn the Baptist (in New- y | 
Teſtament times) was (alſo) the Chyef- | 


zain of the Prophets, leading the (laſt) 


Ranks. | 


The Grace of Faith. r3 

Ranks. Moſes leads the Van, and Fohn 

2 brings up the Rear of the Prophets; bur, 

Z both theſe gave the all to Chriſt, as the 

3 Prince of Prophets. Thus Moſes did. Me- 
ſes truly ſaid unto the Fathers, A Prophet 
ſhall the Lord God raiſe up unto you of 
your Brethren, like unto me, him ſha'l ye 
hear in all things, whatſoever he ſhall A 


CUS 3. 
A 


ſay unto you : And it ſhall come to paſs, ,, 
that every ſoul (every perſon, whether *' 
upon the Throne, or upon the Threſhold ; 

in his Robes, or in his Raggs) that will 

not hear (that ſelt-ſame Prophet ) ſhall 3 ,y-594- 
be deſtroyed from among the people. But, 7: Mcus. 


3. 
a J® 


as Moſes, ſo Fohn,'t gave the all to 
Chriſt. Tohn ſeeing Feſ#rs coming unto Joh. 1. 
him, faith, Behold (the) Lamb of God, 29: 3% 
which taketh away (the) ſin of the 
© 2yorld. Every word hath its Emphajrs,and 
is Emphatical, Behold (the) Lamb of 
= God : Chrift was a Lamb in paſſion, but 
7 2 Lion in Reſurredion; a Lamb ſuffering 
= death, but a Lion in riſmg from death ; 
8 Toe Lion of the Tribe of Fudah. Behold 
+ (the) Lambof God, which taketh away 
WT (he) /im ; the Roor, original ; and the 
8 Branch, actual fin : hich takath away 
(then of (the) world, But, where doth 
Fohn give the wall to Feſas ? that fol- 
lowcth; 


x4 T he Grace of Faith. 

| loweth ; This #s he of whom TI (xid, fe 
2e cometh a man, which x preferred be- 
fore me, for he was before me. Though 
he appears (now) without wordly gran | 
deur and glory, yet he is incomparably 
more excellent than I am. Well did Elihu 
ſay, Who teacheth like him ? The words 
are a divine Challenge, Who teacheth like 
him ? Bring forth the Man; yea, bring 
forth the £ngel (if ye can) but ye can- 
not, that teacheth like unto God, or 
Chriſt@ 

Chriſt 1s the Churches Prieſ#. He is a 
Prieft over the Houſe of God. Of his Prieſt- 
ly Oihce there are two parts ; his Ob- 
lation and Interceſſion. 

His Oblation. As he was the Lamb m 
Effgie, provided for a burnt-oftering; fo 
He (through the eternal Spirit) offered 
himſelf without ſpot to God. | 

His Interceſſion. He 7s able to ſave to 
the utmoſt, all that come unts God by 
him, ſecing he ever I:veth to make inter- 
ceſſion for them. Chriſt is Interceſſor, who 
hath the Judges ear. 

Chriſt is the Churches Prince, Chriſ 
is King of Sion, King of Saints, and to 
be Kimg of Nations, though the Kings 
of the Natiens can { hardly } bear this: 

Pardon 


il. 


T he Grace of Faith. 


Othce. His Commandments are not grie- 
weus. Nothing 1s dithcult ro him that 
loyeth. Chriſt's Laws are Lines drawn 
in Love; yea, Lines drawn m Blood. H:s 


yoak rx eaſie,and bi burden is light.Chrilt 


| hath on his Veſture, and on his Thigh, a 


pame written, KING of KINGS, and 
LORD of LORDS. h 

Its A#. As there is a Reception of 
Chriſt, fo there 1s a Recumbancy upon 
(Chriſt, As Chrift 1s recezved, fo he 1s 
;rolled, and reſte{ upon. It 1s not Chriff, 
cor ſome others; not Chriſt, and ſome 
-2rbers ; but, C:5riſt, and no other. Faith 
n the (vital) .4& of it, is a reſ#/327 upon 
«another. Faith (in the moſt proper and 
ezffential A& of it) is a rolling upon 
(Zbriſf. Commit thy way unto the Lord. 
C301 gnal-Fehowah darkecha ; Roll upon 
] chovah thy way ; ſo the Hebreiv. Call 
t.hy Soul, and :ll thy Concerns, xrhether 
for temporals, or - ſor eternals, won Je- 
howah. It is with a Soul (in this A& of 
rol.'ing and reſting upon Chriſt) as it was 
wit\t the four Lepers, who ſaid cme to 
another, IF by ſit 22 here iinril ve die? 


”-* 


1/ 
/ 


1.Pardon this innocent Digreſſion ; Come 1 Joh.5.3- 
. Lord Feſus, come quickly. He is lovely 
'in all the adminiſtrations of his Regal 


Nibil dife 


ficile a= 


mani. 


Rev, 19. 
lo. 


4. 


Pls 37.f 


2 Kinys 
7. 3, 4+ 


Mark 16. 


16. 


Ex puris 
natural 
bus. 


Heb. 1. 2. 


Joh. 8.24. 


Joh. 14 6. 


. Feer of (this) Chriſt ;, if he will [ave me, 
CO I ſhall | 


T he Office of Faith. 


If we enter into the City, the Famine 5 * 


there, and we ſhall die there ; and, if we | 


fit. ſtill, we die alſo; now therefore aeme, , 
and let ws fall into rhe Hiſt of the Syrians; % 
if they [ave ts alive, we ſhall live, and if 


rney kill zrs 2ve ſhall but die. "Thus, faith 
the Soul, when duly and truly awaken- | 
ed ; I ſee an indiſpenſable neceſſity of ' 
Fxith ; for, He (or She) that believerh | 
zot, ſhall be danimed; but no Man (or ' 


Wiman) can frem (himſelf) or (her ſelf) : 


believe : It I goto Moſes, he is dead ; ax ; 
Aaron died upon Mount Hor, ſo Meſe. 
died upon Mount Nebo. God { now | | 
ſpeaks, not by a Serwv47:', but by a Sor |, 
whom he hath appointed (tir of all things | 
and by whom he hath made the world : 
If I goto Meſes, I die; and it I fit ftill, 
I die ; if I remain. in my blood, I am lik} 
to bleed to cternal death : If" ye beliew.! 
not that I am he, ye ſhall die in your fim:; 
Well (faith the Soul) I have but ons 
way left, bur this is Chriſ#, who is (the) 
Way, amd (the) Truth, and (the) Lif#; 
the V71y, without Error; the Trurh,wiwth- 
out F.z{ſhood ; the Life, without Death : 
I will caſt my ſelf into the hands of 
(this) Chriff; I will caſt my ſelf at/the 
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I ſhall not be damned ; if he will not 
ſave me, I can but be damned, though 
I know not how to bear the thoughts of 
| damnation; I will adventure here ; I will 
live or dye here: I will (in this caſe) | 
do, as the 2ueen did in another ; I wi[Eſth. 4+ 
go, and if I periſh, I periÞ This is a 16: 
going unto Chriſt ; this gomg ( unto ) 
Chriſt, is a believing (in) Chriſt ; this is 
the dire, though not the reflec Act of 
Faith ; this is a Faith of Affance,though 
not a Faith of Aſſurance. Now, the 
Man, or the Woman, that hath (this) 
Faith, though He, or She, hath not 4 
ſurance, ſhall not periſh ; for the promiſe : 
1s made unto this. All that the Father Joh 6.37+ 
giveth me, ſhall come unto me, and he that 
cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. 
Herein ye have a twafold Aſſertion ; the 
one refers to the Father ; and (therein ) a 
twofold A# of Giving, and of Drawing; 
All that the Father giveth me ſhall come 
unto me. Giveth me, chooſeth in me. 
Thou baſt given him power. over all fleſh, Toh. 17,5. 
| that he ſhould give eternal life to as many 
as thou haſt grven him : ſhall _ come unto 
| me ; ſhall believe in me ; going, or com- 
ing (unto) Chriſt, is believing (in) Chriſt. 
He that cometh unto me ſhall never hun- Toh. 6. 3F- 
C ger, 
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ger, and he that believeth on me, ſhall 


never thirſt. The other A& belongs ro 


the Son. And he that cometh unto me,that BY 
is, believeth in me, I will in no wiſe caſt } 
out. W herein ye have three —_ wor- | 


thy a moſt ſpiritual and ſerious reflection; 
the perſon promiſmng; the perſon promiſed; 
and the ſubje& matter of the prom/e. 
The perſon promiſing. This is Chriſt, 
who hath Bowels of Mercy, as well as 
Beams of Glory. This is Chriſt, who i 
the Being of Beings, as God ; the Beauty 
of Beauties, as Man; the Bleſſing of Blej- 


Toh. 6.36. ſings, as God-Man. But T ſaid unto you, 


Marth. 1 


£2, 25. 
Jer. 23 


= 


that ye alſo have ſeen me, and believe not. 
The Promuſer 1s Chriif, who is as able 


* fo perform, as to promiſe : One, who can: 
6.not o#t-bid himſelf ; and, whoſe name || 


are Emanuel, Jeſus, Jehovah. 
The perſon promiſed. Him. Him,that 


cometh unto me, belizeveth in me. Him, 


or Her ; the Man, or the Woman, with: 
out exception, or exemption as to Nation, 
whether Few, or Gentile ; as to Ape, 
whether a Methuſelch, or a Fofiah ; 
to Degree, a Cr@[z15, or a Codrus. God ut 


20 reſpedter of perſons. 
The ſubject matter of the Promiſe. 
I will in no wiſe caſt out. "There are two 


Negatives) 


h 


Negatives in the Greek,which ftrengthen 


' the Afirmarive; I will not, not, caſt out 


of doors. As if Chriſt had faid ; though 
there be not grace ( deſired ) if there be 


grace ( deſiring )I will not, not, caſt this 1 Per. 2.22 


on out of doors : Though there be 
not the Faith of Aſſurance, if there be 
the Faith of Afiance, I will not, not,caſt 
this perſon out of doors; Though there 
be not the reflec# aCt of Faith, if there 
be the dire# at of Faith, will not, nor, 
caſt this perſon out of doors; I will be fo 


far from ſhutting the door upon this per: 


fon, when He, or She, cometh, that I 
will not caſt this perſon out of doors, at- 
ter He,or She,is come.Oh infinite mercy ! 
As, this isan ( endeared } fo an ( endea- 
ring ) Text, and thouſands of Souls may 
have ( happily ) cloſed with a Chriſt in 
Ta 


; I's Rule. Gefpel-Faith hath it's Rule, 


& and 'tis an infallible one. Chriſt, is to be 
= recerved, and reſted upozz, according to | 
2 Goſpel Tenders, and Terms, Now, the 
E Terms of the Goſpel are free ; freely-free. 
| Chriſt mult be received,and reſted upon, 


not upon the account of the merit of 
his ow#, but upon the account of his 
(own ) merit. The Simmer, .muſt come 

C 2 (as) 
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oP 
(as) a Sinner; unto ( this ) Saviour. The | 


Mart.9.12, 


63, 
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hole need not a Phyſician : They ſee no 


need of a Phyſician : But thoſe that are ; 
ſick: They, who are ſenſible of Sin, and 7 
Sick of Sin, ſee a need of a Phyſician. 


Chriſt, came not to call the righteous 
( the conceitedly righteous ) but finners 
unto repentance. Chriſt,is ( freely ) offered, 


Joh. 4-19. and { thus } he mult be received. He is 


vaT 2500 
ulÞe 


( the ) Gift of the Father. If thou kneweft 
( the ) gift of God. He, 1s not only ( a) 
Gift, but alſo ( the ) Gift; yea, the Gift 
of Gifts,by way of Emphaſis, Eminency 
Excellency. He, is the Gift of Gifts, from 
the Gcdof Gods. Here, is the Giver,and 
that 1s the Father ; 1s there ſuch another 
Giver? Here, is alſo the Gift, and is there 
ſuch another Gift ? All gifts, from rhe 
Cel] of nature, to the Chair in Glory, 


meet in this Chriſt, as in their proper | 
Center. If thou knewelt the gift of God, } 

Tit. 2.14- Bur, as Chriſt is the Fathers gift, ſo he is Þ 
his own gift, who gave himſelf for us. © 
That is, to Death ; Even the death of the F. 


Croſs. Oh Unparallelled Love ! 


It's End. This is Salvation. There is 


a Reception of Chriſt, and Recumbency 
upon Chriſt, for Salvation ; yea, upon 
him ( ſolely ) for Salvation : now, Sal- 
Vation, 


— { © d_— Lt "FY =» _ = a Aha. 


pm—_ 


Z who ſaid, Lord,here 
® me ; here bleed me ; here burn me, fo thou 
# wilt but hereafter ſave me. Ask a con- 
7 winced Soul,that hath been /az/ing by the 

E Gates of Hell; that hath been refle&ing 


wation 152 great _ : He, thought fo, 


eat me ; here baniſh 


Sin, as the way to He!/ ; and that looks 
upon every thing /e/s than Hel! , to be 
les than Sin, and he will tell you that 
Salvation 1s a great thing. Ask a deſer- 


{ red perſon, that hath been days, and 


nights in the Deep; that harh been crying 
out of the Depths ; that harh been with- 
out Sun-light ; without Moir-light ; withe 
hout Star-light ; whoſe Soul hath' been 
like a troubled Sea, and he will tell you 
that Salvation 18 a great thing. "There 
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1 
Allg. 


15 a generation ( 1n this laſt of the latter © Tempo- 


days, and day of greateſt Debauchery f xs 0 Ado 


guilty of Imprecation ; wiſhing Damna- © 


© 7:07 to themſelves. I have read of one, 


oY 


& who refleting thoſe words of Moſes, If 
thou wilt not forgive their ſm, then blot $9. 
me out of thy book which thou haſt 1rit- 32. 
2 zen ; which ( probably art leaſt ) may be 
& nothing elſe but a rafimg his Name out 
F of the Records of Iſrael: Refletin 
| ( alſo ) thoſe words of Paul, T could 204 


wy ſelf accurſed from Chriſt, for my Kre- 
| C 


3 thren, 


32s 


3 Rom. 9.3. 


Corn.aLa- 
fi 


Firmin's 


| Luk.2.11. 


thren, my Kinſmen, according to the fleſh; 


22 - 


which ( probably alſo ) may be _— 


more than wiſhing himſelf caſt our of 
real Chri-the Church, that they might be brought "# 
ſtian;p.20 to Chr!ſft ; draweth ( unhappily ) this In- 


ference ;, That *tis lawful for a man ( in 


order to the Salvation of many ) to wiſh 
his own Damnation. I am not of his O- 
pinion, but mult take leave to diſſent from 
him : I cannot believe, that he who hath 
a ſenſe of Hell, though he hath not a 
Sight of Heaven 1s to with his ownDam- 
ation. I would not be put off without 
Satvation, though I went thorough a 
Rack,or by a Stake, for it; and, if there 
were but ten men in a Kingdom to be 
ſaved, I would ( if I could ) put in to 
be one of thoſe ren ſaved Ones. Salvati- 
01 15 a great thing ; for *tis not only a 
Step (unto) but alſo a State ( of ) Felicity, 
and that for an Eternity, which hath its 
Commencement here, and its Completion 


hereafter. Now , this Salvation, is by 
Chriſf?. "That Chriſt. is ( a ) Saviour, 1% 
evident. Unto you is born this day in the! 
City of David (a) Saviour, which is 


Chriſ# the Lord. The Greek word for 
( Sawinr ) is a word that cannot be ful- 
ly expreſſed in one Latine word, for it 

: ſignifieth 


= AS at oi eos. Ada ae 


A ww -« A _ 


cm & A\—_S 4A Me 
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Ggnifieth as much as a moſt abſolute De- 
| Lverer, from all Danger, and Evil ; ſuch 
a perſonas doth not { onely ) oxce deliver, 
& but is ( alſo ) the Amthor of ( perpe- 


tual ) Salvation. Now, this Salvation, 1s 


. in worth the Hearing ; worth the Heedzng ; 

viſh W worth the Hawving; worth the Holding. | 
 O- WF That Chriſt is( the ) Saviour, is as evi- JO 4» 
om WW dent. Now ove believe; now, but not un-** 


til now : Now, we believe, not becauſe of 
thy ſaying : Thy woice, could not reach 


7-8 our Hearts, though it reached our Ears ; 
out W it was Chriſts own voice that reached 


1 28 ourhearts : Now ve believe, not becauſe 
ere WH of thy ſaying, for we have heard him our 
be WW ſelves, and know,that this is indeed ( the ) 


Chriſt ( the ) Saviour of the world. Bur 
as the belzevingSoul receiveth Chriſt upon 
Goſpel-terms, and reſteth upon him for 
falvation, ſo ( ſolely ) upon him for fal- 


101 8 Thus have I according to:m yStature, © 2+ 
by & being, (at moſt) but a Dwarf to others) 
, 15 got thorough the Definition ; at leaſt 
the 7 the Deſcription of a Goſpel-Faith, which 


& 75 the Gift of God,and Fruit of the Spirit 


for of God, whereby ( upon Gofpel-ternss ) 
ul- WF 7here is a Reception of Chriff TFeſws the 
r - Lord,and a Recumbency upon him ( ſolely ) 
e 


for ſalvation. C 4 CHAP. 


| vation. There ts ſalvation in no other. Adts. 4 


CHAP. III 


Of a great, and ſtrong Faith. 


-THat there is a Gofpel-Faith, hath 

been already evinced, beyond all 

modeſt contradi&ion. That a Gofpel-Faith, 
Mart.$.10.i5 a great Faith, js evident, 1 have not 
ound ſo great Faith, no not in Iſrael. 

Chriſt ( as God ) knew his Faith before 

he ſpake, for he was the Donor of it ; 

but ( as Mar ) he marvels at it, not fin- 

ding the like among the Fews. And as a 
Goſpel-Faith is a ( great ) Faith, ſo ?ris 

Rom. 4-2 (itrong) Faith. ?T's ſaid of Abraham, 

20, chat he ſtaggered not at the promiſe the- 
rough unbeltef, but was ſtrong in Faith 
giving glory to God. Here 1s a ſtrong 
Faith,but it was a ſtrong God,in a ſtrong 
promiſe, that gave ſtrength to his Faith, | 
and madeit ſtrong. A Gofpel-Faith, ap- 
pears a ſtrong, and a grear Faith, upon a | 
divine refleCtion of three reaſons. . * 

Becauſe it ſeerh things inviſible. As 
Faith 1s the Souls Hand, fo 'tis the Þ 
Souls Eye. This is the will of him 
that ſent me, that he which ya 
F.C 
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the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
2 everlaſting life, and I will raiſe it up at | | 
** the laſt day. Faith, makes things abſent, 


The Grace of Faith, 


preſent. - Faith, makes a God wiſible, 


concerning Moſes, as ſeeing him 2ho 1s 


monſtration of things not ſeen. It t1gnt- 
fheth a demonſtration that convinceth a 


| Soul thoroughly, of the Certainty, and 


Verity, of ſuch things, as by reaſon, and 
natural parts, are not ſeen. 


Becauſe it hoperh things incredible. 


*T's faid of Abraham, that he belervedRom. 4. 
in hope,againſt hepe. He believed beſides, 18. 


and above all Cauſes, Arguments and 
Appearances of natural hope. Every 
thing, ſtood in the way of Abrahams 
hope that he ſhould have a Sor, and 
yer he believed this. Faith goes before; 
Hope, follows after ; ?T'is as potlible for 


#Z a man to hope for that which he believes 
= not, as*ris fo a Painter to draw a Pic/ure 
& in the Fire. Did any one { in that day ) 
s believe at the rate that Mir deca: d:l ? If 


25 
Tobn. 6+ 


who is inviſible. The Apoſtle records this Heb. 11. | 


8 inviſible. He gives ( allo ) this Defi-Heb. 11. 
nition of Faith, to be the ſubſtance of "- 
things hoped for, and the convincing de-"g2yy,0. 


2, 


thou ( at this time ) in holding thy yrace, ':fth. 4. 


4 


nd 


holdeſ# thy peace, then ſhall reſpiration, 14- 
| Fry 60 = 
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ant deliverance ariſe to the Fews from 
another place. 
Zo Becauſe it doth things impoſſible. 3 
W hat 15 impoſſible to other things, 15 poſſi- # 
Mark, 9. ble to Faith. All things are poſſible to 
23. him that believeth. Now to ſee things 
mnwviſible ; to hope things incredible , to do 
things :mpoſſible, theſe were Luthers won« 
ders, and are mine ; and may be thine. 
Bur, leſt any ſhould make a God of Fazth, 
I ſhall Subjoin this : I do not take the 
AF, without :the Objett ; not the A&# 
of believing, without Chriſt, the Objeft 
Heb.12.2. of Faith; for, as he is the Author of it, 
ſo he is the Aﬀor of it ; and as he 1s the 
Communicator of it, ſo he is the Conſum- 
mator of it. 
Now. if this be true, that there is 
ſuch a thing as a Goſpe-Faith, and { this ) 
Faith be a ( great ) Faith, then wonder 
not at that divine impoſition, of that di- 
vine duty, of ſelf examination, univer- 
ſally incumbent upon true believers. 
Examine your ſelves whether ye be in the 
Faith. Here, is a Duty, and a Diref&ion. Þ- 
A Duty. Examine your ſelves Here, 
ye have the A&, and the ObjetF. L 
The AF. Examine. *Tis very f{1gnih- 
TH43%@ Cant, and the word which 1s the fn 
root, 


gay toogry oo — _ 


root, ſignifieth to pierce thorough : Now, from 

the word here ro examine, coming of :ige. 

it, ſignifieth ro make, or to take Ty2al ; 

becauſe by piercing thorough a thing, 1t 

is tryed, what it 1s 4thim,whether found, 

or no. Examine me, oh Lord, and prove Pſal.26.2, 
me ; try my reins, and my heart. 

The Obje#. Your ſelves. That 13, 2- 
your Souls. Only take heed to thy ſelf, and Hex. 44. 
keep thy Soul diligently. Here, Self, and | 
Soul, are the fame in ſenſe, though not in 
Sound. . 

The Dire&ion. Whether ye be in the 
Faith ; or, whether the Faith be in you. 
Whether your Gold be nor Dro; whe- 1. 5. 24. 
ther your Silver be not Tjm;whether your | 
Root be not Rottenneſs. Come( now ) 
to the Teſ#; to the Trial ; to the Touch- 
ſtone ; examine thy Soul whether thou 
beeſt in the Faith. 

But how ſhall I know whether I beg, x; 
in the Faith? how ſhall I know that I 
| have Faith ? how ſhallI know that my 


= Faith will go into viſion, when my time 
. © goeth into eternity ? 


Where there 1s Fazth, there 1s Love. Sol, x, 


Faith, and Leve, do grow upon the 
ſame Tree, which is the Spirit. Faith,and 
Love ( like Rebecca's T'wins ) goe hand 

in 


Gal. 5.6. 


Bellar- 
mine 
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in hand. But Faith which worketh by 
Love. Faith, 1s not wrought by Charity, 
as one perverteth this Text; for then it 
will follow, that Lowe ( by which Faith | 
15 29r0ught” ) mult needs be before Faith; | 
but Faith worketh by Love. Though Faith 
be not Lowes parent, yet Love 1s Faiths 
partner. "The Soul, that hath a Faith of 
the right Stamp, hath (alſo ) a Love of 
the ſame -Stamp ; now, this1s a love to 
Chrift ; a love to thoſe that are Chriſts , WM 7 
a love to thoſe that are not Chriſts; and WW x 
a love to the Ordinances of Chriſt. Ic 
Thoſe ( in the Faith ) have a Love il © 
to Chriſt, Where there is Faith mthe WU j, 
Perſon of Chriſt, there 1s Loveto the per- iWl| þ 
{onal excellency of Chriſt. Lord, thou il 
knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that I il |, 
love thee. Chrift, having asked Peter MF ;, 
loweſt thou me more than theſe ? Lovelt of 
thou me more than thy nets? more than i 
thy Fiſhes ? more than thy Friends that W 7 
are about thee? Loveſt thou me MW « 
more than theſe ? more than thou M ;; 
loveſt theſe ? or, more than theſe love Þ , 
me? Peter, being asked of the meaſure WM ., 
of his Love, anſwered only as to the W 7X 
Truth of it ; and being asked of the W a; 
Luantity of it, anſwered only as to the 
: £2 Quan 
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Quality of it, that it was of the rights. 
Stamp, and had his own Superſcription 
upon it. Peter will not be his own 
Fudge, but refers it to his Lord, and 
Maſter to fit in Fudgment upon it; Lord, 


thou knoweſt all things, thou knowelt 


that I love thee. Thus is- a Soul-Love. 
Saw ye him whom my Soul loweth ? 
Thoſe (in the Faith) have a Love to 
thoſe that are Chri?s. He, that /oweth the 
Father, loveth (alſo) the Chz1d, for the 
Fathers fake. He that loveth Jonathan, 
loveth (alſo) Mephibeſherh for Fonathans 
ſake. He, that Joveth him that begat, 
leveth him alſo that is begotten of him. 
And, not only (this) Child, or (that) 


an. 3. 3. 


I Jo. F, 


Is 


Child, but alſo (every) Child, muſt be Col. 1. 4: 


loved for the. Fathers ſake. Since we 
beard of your foro inthe Lord Feſus, and 


| of the love which ye have to all the Saints. 


Thoſe ( in the Fairh ) have a 
Love to thoſe that are not Chriffs. 'The 
cry of theſe ( under their retirements ) 


2 1, Lord, that not only this Hrband; 
& or this Hife ; or this Child; or this Ser- 
= wart, but alſo this Neighbour, whois an 


Enemy to Chriſt, and the Call of Chriſt ; 
an Enemy to Chriſt, and the Cavſe 
of Chriſt; an Enemy to Chriſt, ard 


the 


| theCrownof Chriſt, werein Chrift ; had 
* Faith in the perſon of Chriff. Lowe your 
enemies. If ye love them, which love you, 
what reward bave ye? 


Thoſe ({ in the Faith ) havea Love to | 


the Ordinances of Chriſt. There's a 
Love to the Church, for Chriſts ſake ; a 
Love to the Pool, for the Anpels lake ; a 
Love to the Cabinet, for the Sewel, ſake; 


a Love to the Stream, for the Fountains 
ſake ; a Love to the Gallery, for the Kings 
ſake; a Love to the Field, for the Pearls 
| ſake. Thoſe, that have met with God, 
and Chriſt under Ordinances, can as well 
tell how to be without Bread,, as to be 


without Ordmances. I have eſteemed the 
word: of his mouth more than my neceſſary 
food. Thatman is defeCtive in his pru- 
dentials, that thinks to keep up the Fire, 
by withdrawing the Fewel. He is under 
a great Temptation, at leaſt not without 
great Corruption, that thinks to grow in 
Grace, under the neglett of means. 1s 


Abſtinence from meat, the way to get i 
Strength? A man would think that none i 
but Bedlamites ſhould affert this. *T's 


the tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth fruit in bis ſeaſon. 
"Tis the Soul that wadesin SanFuary- 

waters, 


— PAL. eu” yu & 95 MW. 
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waters, that isa Cedar in Lebanon , and 
a green Olzve in the houſe of God, May 


the ſweet finger of -J/rael ſpeak ? As the | 


Heart panterh after the water brooks, ſo 
panteth my foul after thee, Oh God ! My 
Soul thirſteth for God, for the Irving God, 
hen ſhall I come and appear before God ? 
He that ( ro day ) turneth his back upon 
the Ordinances of God, may ( to mor- 
row | turn his back upon the God of Or- 


dinances. 


Where there is Fazth, there 1s ( allo ) 


i 2 train of good works. A Believer, is 


not to be a Loyterer, but a Labourer. 
Remembring without ceaſmg, your work 
of Faith, and labour of love, and pati- 
ence of hope, in our Lord TFeſus Chriff. 
They, who believe, mult ſtudy to mam- 
tain good works. Though works morally, 
and ſpiritually good, be not eſſential unto 
Faith,yet they are evidential unto Faith-; 
though they be not the eſſexce of a lively 
Faith, yet they are the evidence that 
& Faith /ves ; for, as the body withour the 
EZ ſoul is dead, ſo Faith without works ts 


b dead. 


But whatare the Symbols of a great, 

and a ſtrong Faith ? Mo 
A great, and a ſtrong Fai/h, Ean truſt 
God 


1 ; 
. 
3 . 
: 


Pſa. 41; 
» 2» 


Jam. 2.26, 


Qr. = 
Sol, Is 
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God without a pawn. 'Then Faith aQts in 
a molt Kingly way, when it hangs upon 
a killing God. Though he ſlay me, yet 
will I truſt in him. Though God makes 
a Thruſt at me, .and that. Thruſt ſhould be 
mortal, yet he ſhall be the Obje# of my 
Truſt. An unbeliever., yea, a weak be- 
Lever, muſt have ſomething to feed his 
Senſes, or he gives up the Ghoſt : when 
an unbeliever 1s at his wealths end, he is 
at his 2vits end; butnow a great, and a 
ſtrong Faith queſtions not but that God 
wzll make proviſion, though he ſees not 
| 1n which way the proviſion ſhould come. 
Cred? q wa 4 Believe what thou ſeeſ# not, and thou 
& vide ;1; ſhalt ſee what thou believeſt nor. It is 
quod non Faith, to believe what thou ſeeſt not, 
creds- whoſe reward is to ſee what thou believe. 
Heawven, and Hell, have all in ſzeht,Faith 
will have no work in either. Faith fears 
no Famine. Nothing grows weak, where 
Latant. Faith grows ſtrong. Judg ( as one faith ) 
cf Perſons by Faith, not of Faith by 
perſons. "The Propher ftrams Jowelily, | 
and yet /ftily; wherein there 1s a ſuppo- 
ſed condition and a propoſed conclutian. | 
A ſuppoſed Condition. Though the Fig- 
tree, and the Vine fail ; though the Olive, 
and the Fields fail ; though the —__— 
Her 
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in Herd fail. Suppoſe nothing but impen» 

ding judgments ; ſuppoſe a death upon 

all, and a failure of all things: Here ts 

the Condition ſuppoſed. | | 

| A propoſed Conclufion. © Yet will Ir 2. 

Joyce 1 the Lord, I will joy ts the God of 

my Salvation. Here is the Concluſion 

propoſed. "Though deſolation, and de- 

vaſtation come ; though poverty and 

priſon come ; though fire, and famine 

come ; though ſword, and peftilence 

come'; yet will I rej oyce in the Lord, I 

will: joy in the God of my Salvation, 

Here, Faith, hath nothing in hand, and 

Chrift ſhall be rruſted without a pan. 

Chrift, is a Feaſt in Famine; and All, in 

the want of all, unto a perſon that 

hath a great, and a ſtrong Faith. Fairh, 

hath a chymical art ; Chym##s (they ſay) 

will entra&t Gold out of Stones, and Troy. 

He that can extra&t evi/ourt of the Apoſs 

tolick, and evangelick Faith, muſt needs 

be an excellent Chymiſ?, and may ſafely 
;, © undertake to draw water out of a Pus 

= 271ce. 
= Agreat, and a ſtrong Faith, is a won» 2» 
g- 8 der-working Faith. Faith, is a prophetick 
grace, and anſwers it ſelf. Though he p,, , -, 
falleth, yet ſhall he not be atterly caft = 34- 
D 'for 


for God upholdeth him with his hand. 


% 


1 Cor. 1g. 
F8. 


Faith, worketh thorough Ecligſes and is 
this ſhort of a wonder ? This, 1s the true 
Logick of Faith, to draw concluſions of 


Peace, in War; of Safety, in Danger ; of 


Light, in Darkneſs ; of Life, in Death, 
This 4s the wittory that overcometh the 
world, even our Faith. Take not the AF, 
without the Objef. Faith, may be ſaid 
to overcome tWO WAYES. 

As it diſcerneth a Vacuity inall terrene 
Objects. Vanity of Vanities ( ſaith the 
preacher ) all s Vanity. 

As it wniteth to' Chriſt. Faith, makes 
the Subject ( in which it 1s) a member 
of Chriſt, and ſo a Conqueror thorough 
Chriſt. I have overcome the world, He 
that hath a great, and a ſtrong Fazth, 
is above the worlds frowning, and the 
worlds fawning. 

A great, anda ftrong Faith, is ſteady, 
and ſtedfaft. A weak Faith, 1s ſhaken 
( in ) the Soul, though not ſhaken (out) 
of the Soul ; but -a frog Faith, is like 
an Oake, which ſpreadeth its root deep, 
and 1s nut ealtly blown down. Hence, 
that impoſition ; wherefore, my Brethren, 
be ye ſtedfaſt and unmoveable. A meta- 
hor, taken from a Foundation, on which 


a thing 


_ The Grace of Faith, 
a thing fands firm; or, a Seat, whetein 


is a man /its firm. I have prayed for thee, Luke 22. 
ie WW that thy Faith fail not. Satan's firſt Seige, 3s 

of W was laid againſt the Faith of Threatnings, 

* here tis laid againſt the Faith of Promiſes; 


but ( ſaith Chriſt ) T have prayed for 
thee ( and for all that are mine ) as well 
a5 thee, that thy Faith fail not; that it 
fall not ſhort of what it ( hath ) been; - 
or, of what it ( ſhould ) be. 

A great and a ſtrong Faith, can ſwim 4- 
againſt V/72d, and Tide. Corrupt reafon, 
ſpeaks like Peter, Maſter, ſave thy ſelf ; 
but a great Faith faith, He that will ſave Luke 9; 
his life ſhall loſe it, but he that will loſe 2: 
his life for my ſake, the ſame ſhall ſave it. 
Corrupt reaſon faith, who would profef 
againſt the /freams of the times ? Bur a 
great Faith faith, *ris better to dye,than 
to deny ; better to ſuffer than to ſn. Cor- 


dy, ru t reaſon. cpnſulterh ſafery, but a great 
ken Fith confſulteth nag. will 4. | 
ut) W /afery ro preſerve San#ity. An Abraham 
tke WW ( thorough grace ) can ſail to Heaven; 
ep, 8 though the 7ide of reaſon, and wind of 


temptatron, be againſt him. Take #ow Gen. 32. - 


ren, Wh thy Son, thine onely Son Iſaac, ( the onely 
cta- = Son Heft in his Family, for Thmael was 
ach © gone; or his onely legitimate Son, in op- 
ang _ D 2 + poſttion 


'$) 
« 
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poſition to a Baſtard ) whom thou lowep, 
( with an eſpecial dearneſs, as being the 
Son of thine old age, and of thy Wives 


miraculous conception, above the courſe, 
and force of nature ) and get thee into the | 


land of Moriah, ( upon which the 'Tem- 
ple was built ) and offer him there for a 
burnt offering. Was not this command 
enough not onely to puzzle fleſhly 
wiſdom, but even Faith it ſelf ? One 
command ſeems to enterfezr with ano- 
ther ; that in obeying one, he muſt diſobey 
another : One command faith, Thou ſhalt 
not kill ; but here, Go take thy Son, and 
offer him up for a burnt offering. 'That 
God who gives life may call for it 
when he pleaſeth. In this command, all 
that was in Abraham was put to trial, 
Take a taſte. Mu 

As a Man. It 1s inhumane to ſlay an 
mnnocent one, though a Servant; yea, 4 
Stranger ; but this was a Soy. Or 

As a Father. It was unnatural to kill 
his own Child, though he had many 
Children ; he had but Oye. Or 


As a Husband.W hat will hisConſort fay, 


that he ſhould be &//ed,againſt whom ſhe 
could not endure a Scory, or a Flout ? Or 

As a Believer.. Will not Infidels blaſ- 
pheme 
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pheme his God, and Religion, for ſuch a 
8 Fa#? This, is the tenth time (as ſome 
# reckon) that Abrabam was tried;butwas 
& there any trial like unto this? What. 
Courſe doth he now ſteer ? He doth not 
call Relations, and Reaſon, to the Councit- Gen, 22. 
board ; but, early in the morning, he riſeth 3, 4, 5, 6. 
up; taketh his Son; goeth to the place, 
and poeth about his work. 
A great, and a ſtrong Faith, will bear 
great Delayes. Though God doth not 
anſwer in Kind,and give a prefent anſwer 
to prayer, yeta great Faith faith, I ſhall 
have it in due time. A weak Faith, is 
ſoon out of Breath, but a ffrong Faith 
makes not haſte. He that belicveth maketh 1(4.2.8.16, 
0t haſte. He ſhall not be (as a man at 
his wits end) running backward, and for- 
ward, but expect a timely, and a rho- 
rough 1/ae. A great Faith will ſtay Gods 
leifure : Oh, faith Faith, if I may not 
have the mercy now, I will ſtay longer ! 
Then ſaid I, I am caſt out of thy ſight, yet on. 2.4, 
will I look again toward thy holy Temple. 
| A great, and a ſtrong Faith, will take 
no Denyal. "This, ye may run, and read, 
in the 7rial of the Woman of Canaan ; 
which (by the Evangeliſt) is introduced 
with a demonſtrative Adwverb, behold : 
D 3 Behold, 
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Behold, a woman of Canaan. Is it won- 
derful that there ſhould be a Foman' in ® 
Canaan, when that was a Land, and had 
many Women 1n it ? No; it 18 not wonder-} 
ful that there was (a) Woman in Ca- 
aan, but this looked like (the) Fo: 
an in Canaan ; this looked like a W- 
2an of Women.But what of this Woman? 
She comes, and cries unto Chriſt ; Have 
mercy upon me, O Lord thou Son of Da- 
vid. She comes to him as God and Man, 
acknowledging his divine, and humant 
nature. My Daughter (not a ſervant) is 
wexed (not troubled) grievouſly (not a 
little) 2yitb the Devil ( not with a 
common enemy.) Burt what entertain- 
ment doth She find ? She finds repulle 
upon repulſe. 'Though She comes, and 
comes right to Chriſt, yet, Chriſt aw 
ſwers her not a word. Chriſt 18 a mute; 
will not the Sawwour ſpeak to the Sim 
ner? As the Father knows not how to 
bear the Ch:/4s not asking, fo the Chils 
knows. not how to bear the Fathers not 
anſwering. The Sinner {peaks, but the 
Saviour 1s ſilent ; he anſwered her not a 
word. Here Chriſt ſeems to neglect her. 
His Diſciples ſay unto him, ſend her away, 
for ſhe crieth after us.Chriſt an{wered,] am 
EO uot 
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MN. 

in T{5ael. Chriſt, was ſentto be a Saviour 

ad bf the Gentiles, as well as of the Fews : 

xr. YT vill give thee for a light to the Gentiles, Ita. 49. 6. 
2. (hat thou mayſt be my ſalvation to the end 

7g. the Earth.He was (firſt) ſent to Iſrael, 


oe 
. »MWcrvant) ſent (onely ) to Iſrael, faith ano- 
velther. Here, Chrift ſeems to deny her. She 


ord help me. The words are few, but 


ake the Childrens bread, and to caſs it to: 
Dogs. Here, Chriſt ſeeras to diſgrace her ; 
but all is for the exerciſe of her Faith, and 
patience. A man would have thought, 
that one repulſe from Chriſt (whoſe Looks 
are Loves) had been enough ; but this 

r Woman is repulſed'three times; as 
if ſhe had' reſolved, here I will live, 
here I will ze ; and here I will die, bur 
I will have an anſwer of peace. She, was 
a Gentile, and Chriſt ſpeaks after the 
manner of the Fews, who call the Gen- 
tiles, Dogs : Is it meet to take the Chil- 
drens bread, and caſt it - to Dogs? The 
Woman ſeems to anſwer by an ingenious 
inverſion, retorting the words of a bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus upon himſelf : Trurh, Lord, 
D 4 get 


Woot ſent but to the loſt Sheep of the houſe Ver. 24- 


aith one. He was (while in the form of a 7,n;ys. 


omes now, and worſhipeth him, ſaying, Vet. 25. 


forcible. He anſwers, It zs not meet toVer. 26. 


get the Dogs eat of the crums which fall 


Ver. 28. 


Up AnNs 
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from their maſters tables. As if She had 
faid ; *tis true, I ama Dog, but Dogsare 
indulged Crums : If I may not have a 
Feaſt, let me have a Fragment : If I may 
not have a Cordial,let me have a Crum ; 
far Crums belong to Dogs. If I be 2 
Dog, I am (thy) Dog, and let me be i 
dulged the Fare of a Dog. The Woman 
will take no denyal, and this is called by 
him (that beſt underſtood it) a great 
Faith, Now Chriſt cries out . as one con 
quered ; asit the had made a conqueſt upon 
him by her Faith, Feſus auſwered, and 
faid unto her, Oh Woman, preat is . thy 
Faith | be it unto thee even as thou. wilt ; 
and. ber Dayughter was made 2hole from 
that very hour. 1 have (though nota Ce- 
dar in Lebaxanybut a Shrub in the Valley, 
and the moſt unworthy) been weakly dif- 
cufſing the Signs of a great, and a ſtrong 
Faith, Pid one complain that there were 
few Philoſophers ? I may complain there 
are few true Belagvers 3 Al lealt that have 
2: great and a ſtrong Faith. Is it not unbe- 
coming, to have a (great) God, and 2 
( little ) Faith? It diſhonours God as 
much, and more, when we believe little, 
as when we do little. Though Mar is 


not 
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not worthy to be Og got God 15 wor” | 


er me therefore 


thy to be believed: S 
ro encourage a great Faith, by a refleftion 
of {ix particulars, which call for a great 


_ Faith. 


Great Services call for a great Faith. 
There is great doing work for believers, 
and this great doing calleth for great be- 
lieving. Believers they are to do what 
Chriſt commandeth ; where Chriſt com- 
mandeth ; when Chriſt commandeth ; as 
Chriſt commandeth, and this callerh for 
a great Faith. When Chriſt (in a way 
of mercy) hath laid Sezge to the Souls of 
perſons, their cries have been, what ſhall 
we do ? Men, and Brethren, what ſhall 
we do ? Sirs, what ſhall I do to be ſaved ? 
Lord what wilt thou have me to do? 
Believers, may have great work yet to 
do, before they go off the Stage, and be 
gathered unto their Fathers, which, 
calleth for a great Faith. Believers, may 
have great work yet to do, before they 
go to the grave of lence ; to the houſe 
appointed for all living, and this calleth 
for a great Faith, There is a Teſtimony 
to be 'born to the Headſhip of Chriſt 

which 1s the generation-truth)as (the ) 
ad, of (the) Body (the) Church, _ 
t 


Ver. 28. 


Upia Ns 


get the Dogs eat of the crums which fall 


from their maſters tables. As if She had 
faid ; *tis true, I ama Dog, but Dogsare 
indulged Crams : If I may not have a 
Feaſt, let me have a Fragment : If I may 
not have a Cordial,let me have a Crum ; 
for Crums belong to Dogs. If I be 2 
Dog, I am (thy) Dog, and let me be is 
dulged the Fare of a Dog. The Woman 
will take no denyal, and this is called by 


him (that beſt underſtood it) a great 


Faith. Now Chriſt cries out . as one com 
quered ; asif ſhe had made a conqueſt upon 
him by her Faith, Feſus auſwered, and 
faid unto her, Oh Woman, great 1s . thy 
Eaith | be it unto thee even as thou wilt ; 
and. ber Daughter was made whole from 
that wery hour. 1 have (though nota Ce- 
dar in Lebazcnybut a Shrub in the Valley, 
and the moſt unworthy) been 2yeakly dif 
cuſſing the Signs of a great, and a ſtrong 
Faith, Did one complain that there were 
few Philoſophers ? 1 may complain there 
are few true Beligvers ; at lealt that have 
2 great anda itrong Faith. Is it not unbe- 
c997ing, to have a (great) God, and 2 
( little) Faith? It diſhonours God as 
much, and more, when we believe little, 
as when we 40 little. "Though Mar is 

| nd 
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not worthy to be beloved, yet God 1s wor” = 


tby to be believed: Suffer me there fore 
ro encourage a great Faith,by a refletion 
of {ix particulars, which call for a great 
Faith. . 

Great Services call for a great Faith. 
There is great doing work for believers, 
and this great doing calleth for great be- 
lieving. Believers they are to do what 
Chriſt commandeth ; 2where Chriſt com- 
mandeth ; when Chriſt commandeth ; as 
Chriſt commandeth, and this calleth for 
a great Faith, When Chriſ# (in a way 
of mercy) hath laid Seige to the Souls of 
perſons, their cries have been, what ſhall 
we do ? Men, and Brethren, what ſhall 
we do ? Sirs, what (ball I do to be ſaved *? 
Lord what wilt thou have me to do? 
Believers, may have great work yet to 
do, before they gooff the Srage, and be 
gathered unto their Fathers, which, 
calleth for a great Faith. Believers, may 
have great work yet to do, before they 
go to the grave of ſence ; to the houſe 
appointed for all living, and this calleth 
for a great Faith, There is a Teſtimony 
to be 'born to the Headſhip of Chriſt 

which is the generation-truth)as (the ) 
ead, of (the) Body (the) Church, _ 
t 
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this calleth for a great . Faith. Who 
knows bur the queſtion may be, is there - 
any King but Czſar ? Is there any Head 
of the Church but the Prince, or the 
Rev.11.2 Pope ? Chriſt , wilt have his 1:tneſſes, 
though they be but Tv : A few com- 
Chap. 12. paratively ; the remnant of the womans 
I7. ſeed, which keep the commandments of 
God, and have the teſtimony of Teſwus 
_ Chrip. 
2 Great S»yfferings call for a great Faith. 
As great Aion, 1o great Paſſion calls 
for a great Faith. "There may be dying,as 
well as doing work for Believers, and 
great Paſſion calleth for great Faith. The 
Croſs, 1 the way to the Crown; Paſſion, 
1s the way to Paradiſe ; the Wilderneſs, is 
the way to Canaan. This way the Head 
Luke 24 Vat * Orght not Chriſt to have ſuffered * 
"I theſe thimgs, and to enter into his Glory ? 
| This way the Body muſt go : Thorough 
AR. 14, much tribulation we muſt enter into the 
2.2. kingdom of God. The Croſs, is the Chur- 
ches Armes ; yea, ſhe glories in bearing it 
for a Creft. Though God had one Son 
without $7, yet he never had a Sor 
| without Suffering. All that will live gods 
2 Tim. 3. Jy ;z Chriſt Fe/zs ſhall ſuffer perſecution. * 
12, 
| Lather faith, that he learned more by 
Chriſts 


| 
| 
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Chriſts Croſs, than by all the letter s in the Qui non 
book. He faith alſo) rhat he is not a%* CruCia- 
Chriſtian, that hath not a Crof. They, FL Yo 
| whoare without chaſti[ement,areBaſtards, nus. 
and not Sons : Now, no Baſtard can in- 
berit by the Law of God; by the Law 
of Nature"; by the Law of Nations. 
This hath ever been the poeſy of the 
Church of the firſt born, T O DO 
GOOD, ANDTO SUFFER E- 
VIL. Suffermg work, is noble work ; 
the nobleſt work, that Duſt and Aſhes 
can be concerned in. Saints, are inferiour 
to Angels, as to doing, but Saints are Su- 
periour to Angels, as to Suffering; for they 
are Spirits, and ſo impaſſible. Whom 
God affe&s molil, he (many times) afflifts 
.moſlt ; and, there is (many times) the 
choiceſ® AﬀeCtion , under the chiefeſt 
AfMiction. 
Great Promiſes call for a great Faith. 
The Promiſes of God, they are the 
Churches Szock, and a Behevers Patr:> 
ny. The Promiſes of God are great 
things ;ſo great things, that what would 
not a convinced, or a deſerted Soul give 
for a Promiſe? The Promiſes of God, 
they are greater than the Fears, or the 
Faith, of the People of God ; The Pro- 
| miſes 
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'# miſes of God, they are greater than the 
wants, or the weakneſſes, of the People 
of God : The Promiſes of God, they are 

reater than the Sorrows, or the Sins, of 
the People of God : "The Promiſes of God, þþ 
they are greater than the Threatnings of 
God, and as great as the Commands of 
God. When the Harld was ſbaken by 

Gen.3.15. Adam's fin, God ſecured it by the Pre- 
miſe of his Son. Allthe (after ) Promi- 
{cs, were but as ſo many Commentaries 
upon this (firſt) Promiſe the SE E D 
OF THE W OMAN. God, hath 
many times repealed Puniſhments, but 
God hath not at any time repealed Pro» 
miſes. The Promiſe 18 a Ground for Faith, 
as the Precept is a Rule for Obedience. 
The congregating and calling- of the 
Fews, together with the drying up of 
the great river Euphrates 1n order there- 
unto, are not theſe great things to be- 
Leve ? and do not theſe call for a great 
Faith? The blaſting of Babylon, and the 
bleſjmg of Sicn,; the breaking of Babylon, 
and the Building of Sion;the Ruine of Ba- 
bylon,and the Re/urrefion of Sion,are not 
theſe great things to believe ? and do not 
theſe great things call for a great Faith? 
A numerical reſurrefion or the Body ; 
the #72/ng of Saten ; the perſonal returs 

of 
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of Chriſt from Heaven, and the reign of * Aa 
(His) with (Him) according to the * 

* Greek (the) thoaſand years, are not theſe Rev.20.4; 

& great things to believe ? and donot theſe 

7 great _— call for a great Faith? | 
Great Providences call for a great 4+ 

Faith. "The works of God, arediſtin- 
guiſhed into two ſorts, of Creation, and 
Providence. *T'is bad to out-run Provi- 
dence, and *tis not good to loyter, and 
lag behind it. *Tis not good to go be- 
fore God, and *tis as bad to ſtay long 


| behind him. Creatures, have a reaching 
voice ; they read us Divinity-LeFures of 
divine Providence. "There is the genera 


Providence of God, which extends it {elf Acts. 17. 
to the whole 2porld : From him we live, 28- 
and move, and have our being : There's 
alfo the ſpecial Providence of God,which 
he ſhewerthtowards his Church. When thou Ia. 43. 2. 
paſſeſt thorough the Waters, I will be with. 
thee, and prevent thy drowning 5 when 
thou walkeſt thorough the fire, I will be 
with thee, and prevent thy burning. Is 
not every year, a year of Wonder ? what Anus 
detections, diſappointments, and defeats, _ abie 
have there lately been, upon a beaſtly, wy 
and bloody, brutiſh and barbarous, mer- 
cileſs and murderous generation, by a 
_ timely 


timely interpoſition of divine provi- 


dence ? 'The Poiſon, and the Antidote, 
come into the Nation together; ſuch is 
the divine Providence, of the divine 
Majeſty. God, now ſpeaks, not (onely) 
from the Earth, but (alſo) from Heawen, 
by the great and wonderful works of his 
Providence, which one calleth the Ser- 
2101s of God. Now, do not theſe Provi- 
- dences, call fora great Faith? 

Great Temptations call for a great 
Faith. Where is the Chriſtian ( of 
Chriſts making) that is without Temp- 
tation ? Our whole life (faith one) is but 
a Temptation. There was a Tempter 1n 
the zerreſtial Paradiſe, but there ſhall be 
no Tempter in theCeleftial Paradiſe. That, 
indeed, a man 1s, that he is under Temp- 
tation. T'o be without Temptation (faith 


Tlinghaſt one) is the greateſt Temptation. When 


God puts any of his Servants into Sa- 
tans hand's, then he keeps Satan in his 
own hands. There 1s no place in the 
world that can ſecure from Temptation, 
or bea San#uary from Satanical Aſſaults. 
It is the folly of Popiſh Fotaries, that 
think to 7mmure themſelves within Walls 
from the Temptations of Satan. Cloyſters, 
are as open as the open field to Saran;but 


a 


- 
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he is confined (as to his Temptation)to the 

gereal part , and therefore called the 

Prince of the power of the air : When Epheſ.2.2, 

| once ( therefore ) we are beyond the 

Earth, we are beyond the reach of all 

Temptations. I am (faith Luther) ſer upon 

(without ) by all the 2yor/d,and (within) 

by the Dewi, and his Angels. Satan, in 

Tempting, hideth the Hook, and ſheweth 

onely the Bart. Chriſt, was made like 

unto May, that he might be Tempred, 

and Man is Tempted, that he may be 

made like unto Chriſf. When Satan doth 

his worſt in Tempting, a Chriſtian ſhould 

do his beſt in praying. One (when Temp- _ 

ted) made this anſwer, Whatſoever I B4- 

was, Satan, I am now in Chriſt, a new 

creature, and *tis that which troubles 

thee. Luther, gives one compendious 

way to withſtand all temptation what- 

ſoever ; If moved any way by Sin; Sa- 

tan ; or the Wirld; anſwer all with. this 

onely, Iam a Chriſtian ; I may not yield ,,, .... 

to _ {in, for I To C Irikian Suſbend —_— 

thy judgment as to thoſe under temp- 

tation ; 'Chrij# himſelf was Tempred in 

the higheſt meaſure that could be. Thar, 

which is written of Spira, that he was a 

Reprebate, and a Caff-away, becauſe he 
concluded 
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concluded this of himſelf, was penned 
very inconſiderately ; for, what did befa} 
him, which may not befal a Ch:/d of 
God ? Chriſts interceſſion, muſt be the 
Souls Anchor, in time of temptation. He, 
that can fay under temptation, as that 
young Convert did, Iam not what I was, 
nor where I was, 1s happy indeed. Oh 
(faith Satan) there is at hand a blaſting 
time! a breaking time ! a binding time ! a 
bleeding time ! a burning time ! curſe God, 
and die ; curſe thy King, and thy God, and 
look upward. Do not great temptation 
call for great Faith? Satan rageth moſt 
at laſt : He is always going as a ſubtle 
Serpent to delude, or, as a roaring Lion to 
devour. Satan,s the greateſt Peripatetick. 

Great Corruptions call for a great 
Faith. As thereare great Services ; great 
Sufferings ; great Promiſes ; great Provi- 
dences; great Temptations, and all theſe 
call fora great Faith; ſo, more than all ; 
moſt of all ; worſt of all, there are 
great Corruptions, Which alſo call for a 
great Faith. Corruption, 1s the Sting ; 
this is the evil of evils, the plague of 

lagues ; the poiſon of poiſons. There are 
a within oo A, — to death : 
Sau!s within, to fall upon the point of the eb: 
| Sword 
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Sword of the Spirit : There are Apag's 
within, to be cut in pieces: "There are 
Goliahs within to be deſtroyed ; the 
Sons of Zerviah within that are to be ſub- 
dued, and theſe call for a great Faith - 
Was that Queſtion ever anſwered ? ho Pro. 20.9. 
can ſay, T have made my heart clean, I am 
pure from my Sin? Ah Soul! look with- 
in, and ſee new worlds of Sin; now, 
do not theſe call for a great Faith ? 

May it not be faid of Si, what is faid of A2/um 
War, to be a Complex, and a compli- comp:ex- 
cated Evil? As there is the nature of 7 
Sin, ſo there is the ſm of the Nature ; 

And doth not this call for a great Faith ? 

As there is no $Sm.in Grace, ſo there 1s 

no Grace in Sin. Sim 18 evil; all evil: 

Sin 15 ſo bad, that we cannot call it wor/e 
than it is. Its name is Evil. When [N91 7. 

would do good, evil is preſent with me. ** 

As there is the evil of Suffering, to there 
1s the evil of Sin, and this is the 2yorſt 
Evil. But, as the name of Sin is evil, 

ſo the nature of Sin is evil. That Sin by p _ 

8 . 7 

the Commandment might become exceed- 13. 

mg ſinful. Or, that Sin by the Com- Kal vay- 

mandment might appear hyperbolically £>tv 4- 

Inful : Or, ( according to the Greek ) #aglonis. 

that Sin by the Commandment might 

E appear 
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appear a Simmer unto an Hyperbole. Now, 
doth not this call for a great Faith ? Sin, 
is 2 darkning of the Glory of God 9 a des 
facing of the Image of God; a crucify- 
ing of the Son of God ; a you of 
the Spirit of God; a wounding of the 
Soul of Man; And doth not this call 
for a great Faith ? Is there a Day with- 
out Clouds* A Ifoon without Spots ? A 
Garden without IWeeds ? A Houſe with- 
out Rubbiſh? A Soul without Sin? A 
Heart without Leaven ? Now, doth not 
this call for a great Faith 2 "They, look 
like perfect Strangers to their own 
Hearts, who pretend unto a perſonal 
Perfection. Paul, was cried up for an 
earthly Angel, yet not without Sin. *Tz 
no more I that do it, but Sm that dwel- 
leth in me. There is but one thing mn 
all the World, that is the 0bje&/ of God's 
abhorrence ; that makes Man truly miſe- 
rable; that cauſed the Maker of Man, 
to repent of Man's making ; that ne- 
ceilitares AJercy; that called for Chriſt's 
Sufferings, and cauſed Tears to ſtand 
in his Eyes ; that God looks upon with 
a vindictive Eye; that Chri came 
to deſtroy ; that made Angels, De- 
viis ; that makes a Hell within, and that 
1s 
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is Sin; Now, doth not this call for a 
great Faith * 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of a little, and a weak Faith. 


A S there 1s a great, and a ſtrong 


Faith, ſo there is a little, and a 
weak Faith. Why are ye fearful, oh ye of Mat.8.26. 
little faith ?1 would nor diſcourage an In- 
fant-Faith : That God, who bics us re- 
ceive him that is weak in the Faith, will 
not himſelf reje& him; but God bids us 
receive him that is weak in the Faith: , 4. 
* Him that 3s weak in the. Faith receive x, 
you, but not to doubtful difputations. By Fides, pes 
one that is 2yeak in the Faith, the Apo- riculi; ſee 
file may mean a young Convert ; a Babe |": £ l 
in Chriff, or a Perſon not ſuikiciently perjct;eq- 
inſtructed concerning the Uſe of things eur. Aug. 
indifferent. Though thy Faith be not 
grown to a Cedar, if it be a Shrub, or 
a bruiſed Reed, *tis too good to be bro- 
ken. A weak Faith, may lay hold up- 
on a ſtrong Chriſt. A Palfical hand may 
tie the not in Marriage. *Tis conna- 
tural unto Man to defire Salvation, ra- 

E 2 
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ther under the notion of Doing, than of 
Believing. Dream not of the ſame Fa- 
wvour with Saizts, unleſs' thou haſt the 
ſame Faith with Saints; but *tis Faith 
of the ſame Sramp, not of the ſame Sra- 
ture; the ſame as to Luality, though 
not asto Luyantity; the ſame as to Truth, 
though not as to Degree. A ſpark of 
Fire, 1s true Fire; the Furnace 18 no 
more : A Drop of IWater, is true Water, 
the Ocean 1s no more. Now, as a /:ttle 
Fire, may be true Fire, and a [Hitth 
Water,irue Water ; ſo a little Faith may 
be trze Faith. 

But how ſhall I know that I have true 
Faith ? I fear my SJveris Tm; my Gold 
is Droſs; my Faithis Fancy : Ah! 1 fear, 
that my Faith 1s not a zrwe, but a falſe 
Faith: How ſhall I know a true Faith, 
from a falſe Faith ? Thar's the Queſti- 
ON. 

A true Faith goeth not alone. As it 
is ſazd, *tis not good that Man ſhould be 

_alone ;, (o, it may be ſaid, that Faith is 
not good, that 1s alcue, 'The Leper 
( under the Law ) was to dwell alone, 
but true Faith goeth not alone. *Tis 
written, Wo to him that 1s alone; o, 
Ho to that Perſon whoſe Faith is alone. 

Unleſs 
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'- out Converſion, yet is there any Conver- 
ſion without Convittions ? It may be faid | 
to a Perſon that hath a falſe Faith, con- 
cerning his faith, as Iſaac did to his Son 
concerning his Veniſon; Son, how cameſs 
thou by thy Veniſon ſo ſoon ? So, Soul, 
how cameſt thou by thy Fazth fo ſoon ? 
Haſt not been wading in the Waters of 
Marah, and of Meribah, and yet haſt 
faith? Haſt not been ſailing by the Gates 
of Hell, and yer haſt faith? Have there 
been no Pains, nor Pangs, and yet haſt 
faith? This faith may have the ſtamp 
of a Ceſar, bur it hath not the famp 
of a Chriſt upon it. A true Faith 1s 
hardly come by; it coſt many Prayers, 
and many Tears ; this ſpiritual Infant 1s 
not born without Pains & Pangs. When 
Peter had told the Houſe of Iſrael, that 

Acts 2, God had made that ſame Feſzs whom 
26,37. they Crucified, both Lord, and Chrif, 
x279Uyn the Text faith , They were- pricked in 
oz. L8H. rheir Heart: The word fignifieth to 
Rent, Vex, and Wound punCtually, even 
the leaſt part, and point of the Heart ; 
as if the ſharpeſt points of many empoy- 
ſoned Daggers, in the ſevereſ# man- 
ner, had been faſined in their Hearts. 
Now, Soul, hath thy faith a Train - 
£*: 
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good Works ? Hath it Chrift for Obje&7 ? 
Did it coſt thee dear ? Then ris a rrue 
Faith, though a /ttle Faith. 

A true Faith hath 7wo Hands. A falſe 
Faith hath but ce Hand : An Hypocrite 
would take Chriſt, but not give up him- 
ſelf ro Chriſt. An Hypoerite, would take 
Chriſt by way of Surety, but not give 
up himſelf to Chriſt, by way of Sur- 
render ; but now a true Faith ( though 
it be but a /ittle Faith ) rakes Chrilt as. 
a Saviour, and ſubmits unto Chriſt as a 
Soveraign. True faith can ſay to Chriſt, 


Rule thou m the midſt of thine Enemzes. Plal, 10, 
Not only in the midft of thine Enemies 2. 


without, but alſo in the midſt of thine 
Enemies 24ithin. Now, Soul, art as 


| willing to be ſan&ified by Chriſt, as to be 


{ſaved by Chriſt ? As willing to be cr4- 
cified with Chriſt, as to be crowned with 
Chrifg? Then thy fazth ( though a little 
Faith ) 1s a 7rue Faith, 


A true Faith dreads not 'T rial. An 


honeſt Man, is not afraid of the Bar. A 
falſe Faith dreads a coming to the Teſt ; 
to the Trial ; to the Touchſtone : An Hy- 
pocrite, 1s like a Man that hath ftolz: 
Goods m his Heuſe, the Man is unwil- 
ſhould be ſearched ; 
F. 4 


ling that his Houſe 
| the 
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the Hypocrite is unwilling that his Heart 
ſhould be ſearched ; but true Faith will 
P{1.26,2., come to the Trial. Examine me, O Lord, 
and prove me; try my Reins, and my 

Heart. 
A true Faith will live in a Storm. A 
faiſe Faith will die in a Storm; an Hy- 
 focrite, 18 like thoſe Hearers, that had 
Luk.$.13. no Root; which for a time believed, but 
in time of Temptation fell away: When 
a Storm, or Showr of Blood came, their 
Faith died; but true Faith will live in a 
Col.2.6,7. Storm ; for, as it hit Chriſt for Objett, 
 1o it hath Chr# for Root. Now, Soul, 
doth not thy Faith dread the Teft, and 

will it liveina Storm ? Then (though 
a little ) "tis a true Faith. But, to con- 
clude this ( firſt ) Sefton, fuffer the 
words of Exhortation. | 
Art not in Chri#f ? Come ( then ) to 
Chri#t. Art not in Chriſt? Come (then) 
to Chriſt, or go to Hell. If ye believe 
not that T am he, ye ſhall die in your ſins. 
It ye die ({1n) your Sins, ye will be 
Damned (tor ) your Sins. Art out of 
Chriſt ? *T'is a wonder to me, and may 
be to Thee, that thau art out of Hell. 

Art in Chriſt? Welcome ( then ) two 

words, 
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Multiply Cries ( through Chrif? ) un- 1. 
to Chriſt, for more Faith. The Apoſtles Euk,1 7.5. 
{aid unto the Lord, increaſe our faith. 

Drink of the Brook by the way, and 2. 
life up thy Head. He that believeth, Acts 13. 
juſtified from all things, from which be 39: 
could not be juſtified by the Law of 
Moſes. 
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Roſe into Pocm comes, to welcome Thoſe 

In Poem, that no welcom found in Profe, 
Faith, fubjet is; this leads the Van of Grace ; 
This goeth hrit within the Churches Race. 
Faith, (ubject is ; But what's a Gofpel-faith ? 
"Tis Heaven's Gift, as one moſt truly faith : 
'Fhe Spirit's Fruit; the Eſſence of it lies 
In takmg Chrilt ( as ſacred 'T'ruth compues ) 
On Goſpe!-terms ; which Term: are freely free, 
In all his Offices; now theſe are three ; 
Chriſt; Feſrs ; Lord; who thirſt, and ever {ince, 
Hath been the Churches Prophet, Prieſt,and Prince. 
Thus raking there muſt be ; there ( alfo ) muſt 
Be re/?1mg ( lolely ) by this mortal Duſt, 
On Feſzs Chriſt the Lord for Grace and Glory ; 
This ſweetly doth comport with Sacred Story. 
It Faith, then Love (tho not about Romances ) 
To Chr:/,and Chrif”s ; the Chriſtleſs ; Ordinances. 
A Goipc|-faith, *ns great; *tis ſtrong, I fee; 
its Symptoms aiſo may appear to Thee. 
No Fame tears this Faith, but Chriſ# doth take 
Without a Parr, and Earnings of him make. 
In Famine Chrilt re great Faith 1s a Feaſt ; 
A Fragment is ( with Chriſt ) a Diſhat leaſt. 
Its Legick (allo) doth Concluſions make 
Of Ligut m Darkneſs , Life in Death; awake. 
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Ts ſteady ; Fredfaft too ; let none controul ; 
Not ſhaken ( out ) though ſhaken ( in ) the Sow. 
This ſwims *gainſt Jimd and Tide ; it progreſs makes; 
Bears great Delays, and no Demal takes. 
Great Aon; Paſsm ; Promiſes ; and all 
Great Providences ; Tempting ; Sinning , call 
For Gofpel-faith, timely to take the Wall ; 
Which cannot ſtoop unto a final Fall. 
Lend both Ears now, and hear, for Feſ faith, 
Oh Woman! great is thy Prophetick Faith. 


es 


Hough Faith be little, may it not be true ? 
A Spark, and Drop, the Fire, and Water ſhew. 
He no_ well, that doth diſtinguiſh well ; 
Now real Faith from falſe, may 1orrtals tell. 
True Faith, of good Works hath a lovely Tram ; 
Its Objefs true; it cofteth dear ; again, 
It hath two Hands; it dreadeth not a Tes#? ; 
It Lveth in a Storm; that's better ; beſt. 
Art not in Chriff? Go then to him; or go 
To Tophet dying ; unto endleſs 7H. 
But art in Chri## ? beg down more of this Grace, 
Be joyous ( alſo) running of thy Race : 
From all things hath a Surety freed Thee, 
That Moſes Law could not a Sinner free. 
As there's a great, fo there's a little Faith, 
In ſacred Scripture this Fehovah faith. 
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SECTION t@L 
Of HOPE. 


CHAP. Lb 


Whether there be a Goſpe!-Hope + 
and what this Goſpel-Hope is ? 


S there is a Gofpel-Faith, fo 
there 1s a Goſpel-Hope. Faith 
is the Chriſtians Logick ; 

4 Hope, 1s the Chriſtians Rhe- 
torick. Faith, 1s compared to a DoFor 
in the Schools, Hope, is compared to a 
Captain in the Wars. Though there 
may be a difference between Faith and 
Hope, in reſpect of Subje& ; in reſpect 
of Objett; in reſpect of Office, and in 
reſpect of Order ; yet, as there js a Go- 
ſpel-Faith , ſo there is a Goſpel-Hope. 
Now, as a Goſpel-Faith, lo a Goſpel- 
Hope , hath a various acception , and 
acceptation 1n the ſacred Scripture, | 
By 
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By Hope, ſomerimes underſtand Fairh. 1. 


EZ Be ready always to give an anſwer to eve- 1 Per. 3+ 
* ry Man that asketh you a reaſon of the *5- 

= Hope that is in you, with meekneſs, and 

F frar. By Hope here underſtand Fairh ; 


Faith, as to the Do&rine,and Diſcipline of 
the Goſpel. If the Glory of God, and the 
good of thoſe that ask a reaſon of Faith, 
as to the Do&rine and Diſcipline of the 
Goſpel, be concerned ; otherwiſe , we 
are not to caſt Pearl before Swine. Ap- Mar. 7.6. 
ply not Evangelical Promiſes unto ſw1- 
niſh Men, who regard them no more 
than Swine do Pearls, of whoſe uſe the 
can have no ſenſe. Haſt thou faith ? Rom. 14- 
Have it :0 thy ſelf before God. IF thou *** 
beeſt perſuaded in thy ſelf, that a thing 
15 mdifferent, uſe this 1berty to thy felt ; 
have Faith with thy ſelf, but boaſt not of 
it to the offence of another. 

By Hope, ſometimes underſtand the 2, 
thing _= for. Looking for the bleſſed 


Hope. hat is , for the bleſſing hoped Tit.2.13. 


q for. Here Hope is Metonymically put for 


the bleſiing hoped for. 
By Hope, ſometimes underſtand Chriſ# }. 
Feſws himſelf,the Obje& of Hope. For the ag; 8. 
Hope of lrael,I am bound with this Chain. 20. 
Chriſt, 18 called the Hope of I/rae!, in 
reſpect 
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reſpe&t of the Fathers, who looked for 
his coming, according to prom!/e. 

4+ . By Hope, ſometimes underftand ſome| 

Ifa. 20. 5- nughty Prince, or Feop/:. They jhall be 
afraid and aſhamed of Aithiopia their ex- 

pectation, and of Egypt their glory. | 

F» By Hope, ſometimes underſtand a cer- 

2 Cor.2.7. tain perſuaſion. Our hope of God « ſted- 

faſt, knowing, that as you are partakers 

of the Sufferngs, ye ſhall be alſo of the 

Conſolation. ſuj 

6. By Hope, ſometimes underſtand the 

Pl. 131.3. Grace, -or AF of Hope. Hope thou 1-8 

rael in Fehovah, from now, as yet, unto 2: 

Eternity ; So the Hebrew Text. Now, &! 

*tis the Grace, or A& of Hope, that is *Þ' 

the SbjetF to be diſcuſſed, as 4 am more|W { 

or leſs indulged the Gates, and Guſts of” 


the Spirzr. br, 
Xu. Bur what is this Grace, or A& offi = 
Hope ? of 


Sel. Gofpel-hope, 3s a Grace, and Fruit" 
of the Spirit , conſiſting in an aſſured, and bu 

Defcr. abiding Expettation; having God, and * 
all promiſed Good, future, and peſſible, 37 

for its Objett; grounded upon the Mercies Lal 

of the Father, and the Merits of the Son. lal 

Now, in this Deſcription , there are 

tour things thar call for D;/cu/ſjon, being 


in 
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indiſpenſably neceſſary in order to its Con- 
itution: The Nature of it ; the 2ua- 
lity of it ; the Object of it ; the Cauſe 
= of 1t. 


s 1. The Nature of it. Goſpel-hope, 
Wis a Grace, and Fruit of the Spirit. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome of the Spirit's 
Fruits, againſt which there 3s no Law ; Gal, 5.22, 
no Law of Condemnation. The fruit 23: 
of the Spirit 3s Lowe, Foy, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering , Gentleneſs , Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs , Temperance. Hope , 1s not 
expreſſed, but *tis implied; the reaſon is 
obvious, for Hope is a Grace ; now, all 
Grace groweth upon this Tree, and 1s 
88 the Fruzt of this Tree, the Spirit. That 
Hope is a Grace, is as evident, for it is 
ranked with Faith, and Love. Remem- 1 Theſf 1, 
bring ( without ceafing ) your work of 3+ 
Faith, and labowr of Love, and patience 
of Hope, in our Lord Feſus Chriſff. Here 
is the work of Faith ; *tis not a dead, 
but a /zving Faith ; *tis a work, bur *tis 
E a Work of God; a work of Grace, 
and it worketh by Love. Here is the 
labour of Lowe ; Love, is laboriczus ; it 
 labours much; labours moſt, though it 
thinks it labours leaſt. And, here is 
the patience of Hope; here is a bearing 
of 
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of the Croſs, in hope of the Crown ; a 
paſſing through the Wilderneſs, in hope 
of ' the Land of Promiſe', a Suffering 
( for ) Chriſt, in hope of Reigning (with) 
Chriſt. 

- The Lwality of it. This Grace, 
Hope, is an aſſured, and abiding expe&ta- 
7103, 

"Tis an afſured expeQation. This 
Hope is afted by the Spirit. We ( through 
the Spirit ) wait for the hope of Righ- 
teouſneſs by Faith. Here is a waiting, 
or expettation, and this 1s through the 
Spirit, which muſt needs be certain, and 
ſare : Yea, that *ris an aſſured expeCta- 
tion, the Apoſtle endeavours to 7/imu- 

Rom.5. 2. #19. We rejoyce in hope of the Glory of 
God. Where there is Foy, there is 4/- 
ſurance. There will come a time, when 
Time ſhall go into Erernity, and the Soul 
ſhall go into Glory, and we rejoyce in 
hope of this Time. "There will come a 
time when we ſhall go Home; when we 
ſhall go to our Father's Houſe,wherein are 
many Manſions, and we rejoyce in hope 
of this Time. There will come a time, 
when we ſhall be arrived at our Haven; 
our Heaven ; our Palace; our Para- 
diſe, and we rejoyce in hope of this 


Time. *T is 
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"Tis an abi4ing expectation. Hepe is no 
remover, but an abiding grace. Hope, is 
not a fading quality ; though it doth not 
always act (at leaſt in that degree act) 
yet 1t always 7s, where 1t ever was. 
Though it be not always a lwely hope, 
yet "ris alwaies a living hope. While I Dimſpiro, 
live, 1 hope, faith the Heathen ; while/f©'% dum 
I dye, 1 pe ſth the Chriſtian. *T't ——_ 
written, that the wicked is driven 
away in his wickedneſs, but the righteous Prov. 14- 
hath hope in his death. There isa hoping 3** 
(to) death, and a hoping (1n) death. Hope, - 
1s to /af, fo long as this life laſteth ; and 
to run paralle! with the longeſt minate, 
and moment of Time. A Chriſtian (of 
Chriſt's making) never loſeth his hope, un- 
ul he hath feund that which he hoped for. 
That Hope (which is the Concomitant a 
| of Faith) 1s an aſſured, and abiding ex 
pecation, may be read by him that run- Heb.6.11. 
neth : We deſire, that every one of yeu do 
ſhew the ſame diligence,to the full aſſurance 
of hope unto the end. Here, 1s not (only) 
hope,and aſſured hope, but (alſo) the afſn- | 
rance of hope;yea,thefull aſſurance of hope. aane;2reiar: 
A Metaphor taken from Ships that have all 
their Sails up;yea,and all theſe Sails filled 


with Wind. As Faith hath an eye tothe 
F truth 


| . The Grace of Hope. 
truthof the promiſe, ſo Hope hath an eye 
to the good of the promiſe ; but, the af- 
furance of this hope,1s,that we ſhall receive 
that Good. 'Though Hope (in wulgar-Dias 
le&,aud in the things of the World)fignt- 


Scripture-DialeF,and in the things of Sal 
vation )it fignifieth an undoubted certainty. 
The Obje& of it. The Obje&# of 
Hope is God, and all promifed Good, fu- 

ture, and poſſible. 
1, The Obje# of Hope, is God. 'That 
. God is the Obje of Hope, is evident, for 
Rom. 15. heis called the God of Hope. Now the God 
63s of hope fill you with all Foy, and peace, 
Objetive in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 
& eff-&i- thorough the power of the holy Spirit. 
—_ He is called the God of hope obje&ively; 
becauſe the proper, and primary object 
of it ; and effe&ively, becauſe the 2vorker 
of it by his Sp/rit : Both theſe are legible 
in this proof : "The God of Hope ; there 
he 18 the 2uthcr, and the Objedt of it : 


the Affor, and the Worker of it. This 
Hope is in God formally, asin the Subjedt 
of it ; and in God cauſally, as in the 
Fountain of it ; Heis the Author of it, 


the Giver of it. © As 


fierh of things to come a probability;yetlin 


Thar ye may abound m bope ; there he is | 


and the Deror of 1t ; the God of it, and 
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As God, ſo Good; all promiſed good, is 
the Obje# of Hope. 'Though God, or 
Chriſt be the #mmediate Object of hope, 
yet there are ſubordinate Objefts of hope; 
as the Word of God, and the good rhings 
of God ; yea, all the good things of 

| God, relating to this life, and that which 
15 to come. Burt, this Good, which 1s the 
Objett of Hope, muſt be promiſed good ; 
all promiſed good. In hope of eternal life 
which God that cannot lye promiſed before 


”y 


the world began. Or, rather, fromthe be- Lit. 1. 2 
ginning of ages, in that famous promiſe Gen. 3.1 5 
of the bleſſed ſeed. Not from eternity Non ab @- 
(faith one) bur before all ages. As there !e729, ſed 


1s a Hope (by which) we lay hold, which — |, _ 

5 the Grace, or A&# of Hope ; fo there is Grotius 
a Hope ( upon which) we lay hold, which 
is the Good for which we hope ; the Ob- 
jetof hope, God himſelf 5 and all the 
good things which he hath pronulſed. 
This hope may be conſidered two wayes ; 
for the grace aCting in us, or for ſome 
pronuſed good,upon which the grace acts. 
It, therefore, we take promiſed good to be 
the obje& of hope, then it falls under a 

two fold Notion. 

Hope looks at that which is good. No 
man ever did, or can hope for that which 
2 1s 


TI 


Rom. 3, 


64.25, 


No: ſaved for falvation promiſed, and for ſalvation to 
Re, bar be performed: What follows ? but hope 
C 47 
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is evil of itſelf, or to him, if it appears 


ſoto bez though many have hoped for 
that which is indeed ſo,and hath proved fo 
to them in the event, and ſue. 

Hope, hath for it's Object, ſome good 
future, and poſſible. 

Future. Hope, ſpringeth from the ap- 
prehenſin of tome g80d that 15 to come, 
The Object of Hope,is ſome future good, 
bur the A# of Hope, is a preſent good, 
and that 1s preſent pay, to bear our char- 
ges in waiting. *Tis a future good, that 1s 


Hopes Object, not fomething had, but | 


ſomething to have ; not ſomething an 


Hand , but ſomething in Heaven ; | 


yea, eſpecially Heaven it ſelf ; for, as 
Chrjjt is the Object of Faith, and Chriſ- 
tians the Objects of Love, lo Heaven 15 
the Object of Hope. For the hope which 
is laid up for you m Heaven. The Objed 
of Hope, is a future good ; for that which 
a man hath already in his poſſeſſzon, or 
doth already enjoy, he cannot be ſaid to 
hope for. Enjoyment, ſwallows up hope, 
or rather perfe&s it. Thus, the Apoſtle 
argues ; we are ſaved by hope : Not by 
the Grace, or A& of Hope; but we look 


that 
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that is ſeen, is not hope ; for what a man 
fſeeth, why doth he yet hope for ? but if 
we hope for that we ſee not, then do we 
with patience wait for it. 

Poſſible. As future, fo poſſible good, is 
the Objef of Hope. *Tis ſome poſſible 
good , or, ſuch a good, as we have good 
grounds to attain; for impoſſibilities, are 
rather the Obje&# of Deſpair , than of 
Hope. Now, that 1s a poſſible good, which 
is a promiſed good ; for the Apoſtle having . 
aſſerted —_ laid up in Heaven, con- 
neQteth, and connexeth this ; whereof ye Col. 1. x. 


have heard before m the word of the truth 
of the Goſpel. Wuhatſoever God hath 


laid under promiſe, is poſſivle and attaina- 
ble; now what good 15 it, that is for the 
good of thoſe attrally his, that is not laid, 
and Jeft under promiſe? That Heaven, 
into which all will 749,as all the rivers run - 
into the Ocean, 15under promyſe. Fear 
not little-little flock (to the Greek) for it Luke 12. 
zs your fathers good pleaſure to give the 5% 
Kingdom. "True faith 1s rooted in the 
promiſe, and fraited with peace. A belie- 
ver, hath ſomerhing in hope, though l:t- 
tle in hand , much inthe projje, though 
little #n is purſe. 7 

The Cauſe of it. "The mercy of rhe 

F Z . Fat her, 
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Father, and the merit of the Son. Free- 
ace 1s the moving Cauſe ; the AtFton 
and Paſſion of Chriſt , the meritorious 
cauſe. 

Free-grace is the moving cauſe of this 
Geſpel-Hope. Free-grace, 1s the wheel 
that ſets all a going inthe Heart ; yea, 
the 2yheel that ſets all a going in Heaven. 
All good, is from God, and is an Ad of 
his Free-grace. IMay the Apeſtle ſpeak? 
Every gooa gift (the temporal, and ſmal- 
ler) and every perfect gift (ſpiritual and 
greater) 7s frozz above, and cometh down 
from the father of lights, with whom is 
0 variablentjs, nor ſhadow of turning. 

The active, and paſlive obedience of 
Chriſt, is the meritoricus cauſe of this 
Goſpel-hope. As all this promiſed good is 


greunded upon the mercy of the Father,” 


to upon the z2zerix of the Sen. The So- 
c:mians ſay, that Chniſt dyed only as an 
Examp/e ; tnat he 010 not ſatisfre divine 
Fuſtice by kis a&rve ond paſſive cbedience. 


Are not many, not (only breathing the 


Veins, but (allo) letting out the Vitals, 


and b/ecd;r:g to death, this bleſſed and fa- 
cred truth, thet Chriſt by his ative, and 
Paljrue ooowonce, bath given ſatiſfaction 
(ro )the Fatlir, for all given unto him 


(by) 


«wes ct Sd Aus. wow} a a 4 az ——_, mm i, *%, [YS 
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(by) the Father ? If God be reconcileds | 
certainly then he 1s /atzsfied ; but God is 
reconciled. Reconciled to God ; but how? Rom. F. 
thorough the death of his Son. There was 10. 
a concurrence of Chriſts ative and paſſive 
obedience,in order to Satisfattion and Sal- 
Vation. 

There muſt be the Aion of Chriſf. T. 
A Chriſt muſt dv. Man, would be dome, 
though it was to his wndoing, for he fin- 
ned againſt a negative precept, and did 
that which was prohibited : The Woman 
gave unto me, and I did eat : Now, as 
Man would do, fo Chriſ# muſt do; as 
Man did that which was prohibited, ſo 
Chriff muſt do that which 18 impoſed. I 
have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt John 170 
me to do. Chriſt (for His) hath exactly + 
anſwered what the Law perfetly requi- 
red. Chriſt hath fulfilled the wy Ahes wr 
of the Law (for) his, and Chriſt is ful- 
filling the righteouſneſs of the Goſpel (in) 
his. It 1s written, that when Chriſt had robe 
(uponthe Croſs) received the Vinegar, he 3, 9 
faid, 1t is finiſhed. Now the Propheſies of . 
him were finiſhed, faith one. Now his 4 
pilgrimage, and the wrath of God were "o* 
fmiſhed, farch another. Now the Jewiſh Ch »/iP. 
Law, and Sacrifice, was at an end, ſaith 


F 4 a third. 


- 
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Zanſenins, a third. Here is the Aion of a Chriſt. 
2. There muſt be the paſſion of Chriſt, 
' - A Chriſt mult dje. As there muſt be 
his ave, ſo there mult be his paſſive 0- 
bedience. As Chriſt 4:4, ſo Chriſt dyed, 
and ſo ſatisfyed. Is not Redemption a Good? 
a great Good? a Soul Good ? This is 
Erh. 1. 7, by Chriff. In hom we have redemp- 
| tion thorcugh bis blood, the forgiveneſs of 
ſens, according to the riches of his grace. 
| x Man, had ſamed ; God, was offended, and 
| would be [atisfied the ſame way that he 
was oftended ; that is, by the Sinner, or 
by the Swrety; by the Perſon, or by the 
Proxie ; by the Creature, or by Chriſt ; 
 , Now, Chriſt hath ſuffered for ſms, the juſt 
12 for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to 
God. 'That he might bring God down 
to lis, which 1s a heaven here, and carry 
his up to God, which is a heaven here- 
after. Here is ſuffering, and here is ſatis- 
tying, for here 1s bringing unto God ; 
mto reconciliation, and communion with 
God. A ſmmleſs one ſuffered, and ſatisfied 
for ſinful ones. Chriſt, was Man, that 
he might /»ffer, and God, that he might 
Hecb.9.12, ſatisfy : He hath (by his ownbluod) once 
entred into the hily place, having obtained 
erernal redemption for us. As the High 
Prieſt 


; 
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Prieſt entred with blood into the holy of 
holieſt ; ſo Chriſt (by his own blood) 
hath entred into the holy place (which 
1s Heaven) of which the of holieſt 
was 2 tipe, and hath obtained eternal re- 
demption for us. Now, if Chriſt (by his 
Afton, and Paſſion) hath obtained eter- 
nal redemption, certainly then he hath 
given by theſe (unto divine Fuſtice) a 
plenary, and perfeQ ſatisfation, for all 
given unto him, and unto whom he 1s 
grven. 
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Inferences and Motsves, concerning a Gof- 
pel-Hope. 


"I 
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I. Inferences , Concerning a Gofpel-Hope. 


"Tu the Duty, and Mercy,of the Iſrael 

of God, to make the God of Tſrael, 
the Objef of their Hope. To theſe 
diſtinctly. 

*Tis their Duty. When the Pſalmift 
found amazing, and amuſing ſtrivings, 
and ſtruglings (within) his heart, he 
refleEted this mcumbent duty (upon) his 
heart: Why art thou bowed down O my 

Plal,42.5- Soul ? and why art thou diſquieted within 
ze ? hops. thou in God. Did he ſo? do 
thou ſo. *Tis undoubtedly thy duty to 
keep Hope acting upon 1t's Objecf. Oh 
write after this Copy, and walk after this 
path, in this matter! 

"T's their 2nercy. Oh what a mercy 
151t, to have ſomething, in hope, when 
there 1s nothing in hand! Both the Duty, 
and the wercy, of the Tract of God, arc 

legible 
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legible together, in making the God of 

Tfrael, the Objef# of their Hope. Let 

Iſrael bope in Fehovah ; there's the duty : 

For with Fehovah there is mercy, and Pſal. 130! 
with him 1s plenteous redemption, there's 7- 

the mercy. The P/almiff, and the Pro- 

phet, are not Two, but One, as to their 

Opinion herein, and Impeſition hereof: 

Tf Je m Fehovab until eternity; there's 1, 26, Pi 
the duty : For Fah Fehovah is a rock 

unto Eternity ; there's the mercy. 

As there 1s a true, fo there 154 vain Infer. 2. 
hope. *T'is faid by Bildad, (old love, or Spes vera, 
without love ) as the word fignifieth, That © vana. 
the hope of the hypocrite ſhall be cut of, 7. 1 
and bir - ful be as Ly my ROSA 
or houſe ; margent. "The hypocrite 
clings about the obje& of his hope, as a 
man that 1s ready to drown, takes hold of 
any thing within his reach, though a 
twig, or 2 broken ſtick ; bur this ſhall be 
cut off, and his truſt ſhall be a fpider's 
houſe. "The web, is the houſe of the fþ+ 
der. There is ſome curioity in the web 
of a ſpider, but there is no ftability in the 
web of a ſpider. "The ſpider fetcheth her 
eb out of her own bowels, having-no 
extrinſecal materials tro build her houſe 
with, 'The web (alſo) of the _ 
{018 
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doth periſh: when the heuſe comes to be 
cleanſed,down goes the web of the ſpider, 
Thus, the works of an Hypocrite are un- 
fable; they are fetched out of himſelf; 
but when a ſhowr of blood cometh, his 
bope goeth to wrack: Is not this (now) 
2 vain hope ? The Prophet, hath a Diale&# 
in Conſort: Truly in vain is ſalvation 
looked for from the hills, and from the mul- 
titnde of mountains ;, truly in the Lord 
our God is the ſalvation of Iſrael. Whe- 
ther by hills, and mountains, we under- 
ſtand formidable Forrs,and humane Help, 
as ſome interpret; or Idols, as others in-" 
terpret, in vain is falvation looked for 
from theſe. Well may it be aid (in this 
critical hour ) with the greateſt confidence, 
and innocence, truly in the Lord our God 
is the Salvation of England, and of his 
Tiraet in England : All the Sakvation of 
the Iſrael of God, hath been from the 
God of Tjrael,and written as with a Beam 
of the Sw ; witnels thoſe dereF:ons, 
diſappointments, and defeats, of a beaſtly 
and bloody ; mercileſs and murderous gene- 
ration of Men : DidI fay men? I may fay 
miſcreants, and monfters ;, armed Furies, 
and incarnate Dew:ls, within our Bowels, 
and upon our Borders, I {hall therefore 
| Seal, 
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Seal, what the Pſalmiſt hath written to 


my hand ; He that 15 our God, is the God Pſal. 68. 
of ſalvation, and unto God the Lord, be- 30s 


long the iſſues from death. 


"Thoſe, that are Hopeleſs,are Chriſ#leſs, Infer. 3. 
and Godleſs. Art without a Goſpel-Hope?- 


read then thy miſery in capital, and text 
letters, for thou arr Chriſtleſs, and Godlefs 
too. Ah ſoul ! what perfil is able to de- 
lineate thy miſery ? "Thou art Hopeleſs, 
and fo conſequentially Chriſtleſs , and 
Godleſs. Ah ! what _ perſon ſhould 
(with dry eyes) read that text,and truth? 


Art that time ye were without Chris being goh 2.12 


aliens from the common wealth of Ijrael, 
and ſtrangers from the covenants of pro- 
miſe, having no hope, and without God in 
the worl& Here are hive withouts, and 
they are all ſad ones indeed. 

Without Chrif?.* Is this nothing ? 
He is All, and in All : All things, na , in 
all things ; ſo the greek. 

Aliens from the Common-wealth of 
Trael.” They had no right to that,and yet 
was there ever ſuch a Common-wealth bo 
fore or ſince ? 

bang ps ſtrangers from the Cove- 
rants of promiſe. "They had no propriet 
in the pl of Life fs tus bod «. 
propriety in the Prince of Life. They 


ro 
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They were without Hope. As they 
were without thefe,ſo they were without 
| bope of theſe. 

Without God. "Tis fad being in the 
World without God, and yet theſe were 
without God in the World. Ah Soul! 
mayſt not thou read thy miſery in red 
| letters? in /etters of blood? To be with- 
out Chriſt,the Ground of Hope ; to be out 
of the Church, the place of Hope; to be 
withour the Covenant, the reaſon of Hope; 
and to be without Go# (as to Reconcilta- 
7i0n, and Communion) the end of Hope, 
35 not this ſad ? and (art the hearing of it) 
may not thine ears #ig/e ? Who is able to 
ſay what it 1s to be without any of theſe? 
but what is it then to be without all 
theſe ? "The great DoFor of the Genrles 
(ſpeaking of Chriſtians of Chriſts ma- 
king ) faith, If mm this bife only we have 
hope in Chriſt, ve are of all men the moſt 
miſerable. If Faith, and Hope, ſhould 
not ſtretch themſelves beyond (this) life, | 
then there would be no life, like a Chriſ- 
tians lite.; fuch arethe Croſſes, and Loſſes 
here ; fuch are the Pains, and the Pangs 
here; ſuch are the Trials,and the Travels 
here ; but, we have in (this) life hope for 
(another) lite ; for a {better) life ; for a 

- — 


The Grace of Hope, 
life axcapable of theſe things. "They, had 


Dewvils believe, and tremble; yea, they 
beſought Chriſt ; but they cannot bope : 
This, they want, and can never have ; 
- This, is the Jife of Chrift;ans, and the 
want hereof maketh Devils. | 


There muſt be /iving (thorough hope) Infer. 4- 


upon the Obje# of Hope. The fe of 
Faith, is 2 noble lite, and fo1s the {fe of. 
Hope ; theſe two live together, and will 
dye together, Fehovab is my portion 


({aith my ſoul) therefore will I hope in him. — 3 


"Tis a mercy to have a portion (in) the 
World, but *tis a miſery to have the World 
(for) a Portion. Though thou haſt no 
Bags, and Barns ; not an Afﬀiuence, and 
Confluence, of theſe leſſer, and lower 
things ; though thou haſt not a Palace, 
but a Cottage, and liveſt not at Court, bur 
upon 2 Common ; though thou fareft not 
deliciouſly, but haſt ſhort Commons, and 
haſt not Bread (for ) to morrow (until) 
to zorro2; though thou haſt not Variety, 
and Rarity, but a moryel, nor the fineſt 
(or fat of the Hheat) but pulſe ; though 
thou baſt not Swperfiuity, but a _—_— 
0 


e, but rhou art without it, and is not Jam, 2,19, 
this ſad ? Hope (in ſome ſenſe) excelleth Luke 8, 
believing, trembling, and praying ; the 39, 3. 


Infer. F. 


1.]95. 3; 
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of Meal in the Barrel, and a little Oy in 
the Cruſe;yet(ifactually Chriſts )thou haſt 
Fehowah for thy Porticn, therfore hope, 

Thoſe (who have the Grace of Hope) 
ſhould have a Life in Print. What man- 
ner of perſons ought they to be in Cogs- 
tation, and Communication, and Conver- 
ſation, who have God, or Chriſt, or Hea- 
wen, for the Obje& of their Hope ? Haſt 
a Goſpet-hope ? look then to thy Steps, and 
make ſtrait ſteps to thy Feer. A well led 
life, is the belt Monument. "T's highly 
commendable,when the life of a Chriſtian, 
1s a Commentary upon the life of a Chrif. 
A Congregational-life, ſhould be a Chriſti 
aw-life; an Evangdlical-life, ſhould be an 
Angelical life. A Life in Print,is a ſilencing 
evidence. Good works,. are more evi- 
dential unto intereſt in Chriſt, than good 
words. The Life, rather than the Lp, is 
evidential, for what Country, thou art 
bound; what thy Deſires, and Delights, 
and Deſigns are. The Endof the Con- 
wverſation, is (notorioully ) evidential (tor) 
or (againſt) a Mar. The Life will ſpeak, 


. when the Lip is ſilent. *T'is not the witty 


Head, but the holy hearr, that ſhall go to 
Heaven, Every one that hath this Hope 
in him, purifieth him/elf, even as he is 

pare. 


( 
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e. Every one (actually in Chriſt) as 
5 Ning winks Few, or Gentile 9 7s 
to Sex, whether Man, or Woman ; as to 
Age, whether a Methuſelah, or a Joſiah ; 
as to State,whether a Craſſus, or a Codrns, 
as to Degree, whether a perſon in his 
Robes, or a perſon in his Rags, defireth, 
and endeayoureth (thorough Chriſt) to 


iſt i be pure, as Chriſt is pure. This (as) isan 

1d i as of quality, not of equality. A Chriſ- 

d WW 7127, ſhould be like the floor of the Tem- 

y ple, and the Ark of Neah, over-laid with 

7, Wl pure Gold within, and without. *T's Jewel. 

7. Wl faid of one, that helived long in the Diu vixics 


him, unleſs it was concerning the Law of 
his God. Though perfeion be not in the 
power of a Chriſtian, yet it ſhould be in 
the endeavour of a Chriſtian. Thoſe, 
who ſhall wear Kings Robes in Heaven, 
muſt wear Saints Robes on Karth. God- 
lineſs (faith one) always enricheth the 
poſſeſſor. "Tis pity but the fe of a 
Chriſtian ſhould be ſuch, as &nvy it ſelf 
might not know where to faſten. As 
the Image in the Glaſs, doth reſemble the 
Face,or Figure ; the Feature,and Fawvur; 


ſo doth a Chriſftvan (after his proportion) 
EE Es G that 


ſhort ſcantling of his life. *T'is ſaid of /*cer non 
Daniel, that nothing was found againſt dru fue: 


Infer. 6. 


Heb. 11, 
10. 


I 3, 


PACK. 


I Per. 1.9. 


s Pet, I. 
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- that hath a Geſþel-Hope reſemble Chriſt, 


Thoſe (aCtually Chriſts) are to hope 
to the end. As there muſt be a believing 
to the end, if at the endof our days, we 
would receive the end of our Faith, the 
Salvation of our Souls; fo, there muſt be 
a hoping to the end, if at the ed of our 
days, we would receive the end of our 
hope, and be graciouſly arrived at that 
City (which 15 the Obje# of it) the 
builder and maker whereof is God. Hope, 
is a ſweet, and firm companion of man ; 
it 15 the laſt thing that /eaverh him. The 
Apoſtle prefleth a hoping to the end. 
Gird up the loins of yaur mind, be ſober, 
and hope to the end, for the grace that is to 
be brought unto you, at the revelation of 
Feſus Chriſt, Gird up theloins of your 
mind ; "The Tews, and eaſtern people, 


| tuck up their long garments, that they 


may be more expedite, and free, to a 
Journey, or buſmeſs; thus, Chriſtians (ha- 
ving a Goſpel-Hope) rauſt take ſhort their 
minds from terrene objefs, and delights 
in their progreſs thorough the w1laerneſs, 
unto the Holy Land : Be ſober; in prin- 
ciple ; in prattiſe: And hope to the end; 
and hope perfc&tly, ſo the greek: But, for 
what? For the grace that is to be brought 
unto 


 TheGrace of Hope. | 
anto you at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt; 
for more grace here, and for glory here- 
after. 


That a hoping perſon, 15 2 happy per-Infer, 7. 


ſon. Haſt a Goſpel-Hope ? drink (then) 
of the brook by the way, and lift up 
thy head, for the boping ſoul, is the hap- 

y ſoul. Thou maylt fay, as Luther did, 
6G him be miſerable that can be miſerable, 
for my part I cannot be miſerable, for I 


have a Goſpel-Hope. Happy is the manPſal. 146, 


that hath the God of Facob for his help, 5. 
whoſe hope i in the Lord his God. Canſt 
thou be m1iſerable, ſo long as God is mer- 
ciful ? Canſt thon be unhappy when the 
God of Gods, is the Object of thy Hope? 
Haſt a Gofpel-Hope ? Then that God who 
hath eternity for his manſion, and eternity 
for his meaſure, ſpeaketh unto thee from 
the mercy-[eat ; from Gerizim (the mount 


of bleſſmes) not from Ebal (the mount of Du. th 


curſes ) for the hoping perſon, is the happy 29. 
perſon. 'T he Heathens had this Divinity 
among them, that only good z7en ſhould 
be happy hereafter. When Creſzs asked 
Solon (that Athenian-Lawgriver) who 
was more happy than Creſws; Solon an- 
fwered, Tellus ; who, though he was 2 
poor man, yet he was a good man, If there 

PN, G 2 be 


bd © The Grace of Hope. | 
be a perſon «nhappy on this {ide Hell, 
*tis a perſon without a Goſpel-Hope ; and, 

O terque if there be a perſon happy on this ſide 

quater fie Heaven, "tis a perſon that hath a Goſpel 

—_ Hope. This may be faid of Chrift,and of 

Tories thoſe who are Chriſts (having him for 

quories. the Obje# of their Hope) that they are 
three times; four times ;many times z very 
many times bleſſed. 

Objec. 1- Ah but this is an ev// day, and like to 
be worſe ! The People of God have not 
(only) the ſenſe of death, but alſo the 
ſentence of death in themſelves now : 
There 1s a Storm impending ; a Showr 
impending.; it may rain (and that blood) 
before night ; before I be gathered unto 
my Fathers ; before I go to the graveof 
ſilence, and have a pillow of duſt for my 
bead. 

Sol. Be not over concerned, for Chriſt is 
the Object of thy Hope. Do not rack 
thy thoughts, and Anticipate Providence, 

Mar.6.34- for, ſufficient unto the day is the evil there- 

t of. . Do nat live like a perſon in the 
Tombs ; dig not thine own grave, and 

bury (as it were) thy ſelf alzye, for God 

1s the Obje&t of thy Hope, and will be ſo 

'Jere 17, ina day of evil. Be not a terror wnto me, 


I-. . thou artmy hopein the day of evil. 
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| Ah but mine eyes fail in waiting for Object. 2, 
God ! in waiting ho Good ! 

Enjoyment , will compenſate all thy gy. 
Hope, and fruition will be a Compenſation 
unto all thy expetfation. Hope deferred, Prov. 13: 
maketh the heart ſick, but when the deſire 12. 
commeth, it is a tree of life. 

Ah but I may fay as the Church did ! -p5-g Jo 
My ſtrength, and my hope is periſhed from (g 3. 
the Lord. I am clean out of Hope. 

Doſt fay as the Church did? then &$y]. 
do as the Church did. But what did the . 
Church ? 

I. She ſeekeththe God of Gods. Re- 
membring (remember, that's a better rea- 
ding ; ) Remember my affliction, and my v. 19. 
miſery, the wormwood, and the gall. As 
if ſhe would give unto that God a me- 
mento, that needeth no memento's : Tis 
true, God needeth no memento's, and 
rmemorandums,but yet to do theſe things, 
he will be enquired of by the houſe of 
Iſrael. 

She [enſeth her Heart, as with het own 2, 
miſery, ſo with Gods mercy. | 

With her own miſery. My Soul hath =: 
them ſtill in remembrance, and is humbled %:- 20. 
zn me ; or bowed in me. Thais I recall to 
mind (reduce, or make to return to my ». 21, 
G 3 heart 
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heart ; Margent ; ) therefore bave I 
| Hope. | | 
2.. With Godsmercy. If 5s of the Lords 
| mercies that we are not conſumed, becauſe 
v. 22, 23- bis compaſſions fail not : They are new 
| every morning; great is thy faithfalneſs. 
 Asif ſhe had laid, *tis a wonder of mercy 
that things are no worſe, ſeeing we are 
no better, but'are fo bad, * ' + * 
-N She ſealeth thus. with her. own expe- 
v.25, 26. rience. The Lord 1s good unto them that 
, wait for him, to the Scul that ſeeketh bim : 
It is good that a man ſhould both hope, and 
quietly wait for the Salvation of the Lord. 
The experience of the Church, 1s here 
roduced. We are not to make experience 
the Rule of Scripture, but to make Scrip- 
twre the Rule of experience.  *'T'is faid of 
Experien- Luther, that he felt what he ſpake, and 
-_ _ had wn 40 - _ he "a ; _ 
0p-rr4Jte foxe greatly qualifeed to expreſs to the life, 
ft yu bake y A ge. re Salve ; the wr 
and the medicine ; the Aſſault, and the 
Aſſiſtance ; the Order of the Battel, and 
the means of the Conqueſt. 
Objeat. 4 Ah bur I queſtion whether my hope 
& bea true hope ! Ah my fear 1s that my 
hope hath the Stamp of a Czſar, but net 
the Stamp of a Chriſt upon it ! 


— 


Le 4 8 


s 4&4 wwe rin fra ye '©& 4 


A true 


nay 


\s oo 2» 6” 


The Grace of Hope, $4 

A true Hope, may be known froma Sol. 
falſe Hope. 

A falſe Hope , hath a falſe Obje#. 1, 
Some , make pleaſure their Hope ; 
ſome make profit their Hope ; and ſome 
make the World their Hope. Fob, de- 
claimeth againſt this: If I have made Job. 31. 
gold my hope, or have ſaid unto the = 34 
gold thou art my confidence. "Thus, falſe 
Hope, hath a falſe Obje&?, but true Hope, 
hath a true Obje#. Paul, an Apoſtle of 1 Tim, I? 
Feſus Chriſt by the commandment of God, ** 
our Saviour, and Lord Feſus Chriſt, which 
fs our Hope. 
A falſe Hope goeth alone. A 2 
counterfeit Hope, is without a Train , 
this hath no Graces going along with it z 
but, true Hope, hatha Train of Graces. 
We glory in tribulation alſo, knowing that Rom. 5. 3, 
tribulation worketh patience, and patience, 4+ 
experience, and experience, Hope. The 
Apoſthe (in the context) having aſſerted, Rom. 5.2. 
we glory in Hope of the glory of God ; 
the Glory of God, was the Qbje# of their 


—_ 


| Hope, and they gloried therein (for ſo 


the greek is, we glory in hope of the gurus, 
glory of God) fubjoineth this 4 And not CITY 
ny ſo, but we glory in tribulations al- 
ſo, knowing that tribulation worketh pa- 
Er WP G 4 tience 


The Grace of Hope. 

tience, and patience, experience, and ex; 
perience, Hope. Graces , have (as it 
were) a generation one from another, 
though all Graces have but one genera- 
tion [ar Chriſt at once. We have (here) 
the Genealogy of Hope in three Deſcents : 
Experience, 15 the next, or immediate Pa- 
rent of Hope ; and experience, hope. 

A falſe Hope is ſhort-lifed. The hypo- 
crites Hope ſhall periſh. As all the Hope of 
hypocrites periſh when they dye, ſo (while 
they /zve) their hopes are dying : They 
have no hope when they dye, yet all their 
hope 1s to dye,and that is a miſerable hope. 
The Hopes of hypocrites, they are as the 
Lifes of many Popes have been, wery 


Job. 20:5, ſhort. The triumphing of the wicked t; 


ſhort, and the joy of the hypocrite is but for 
moment. Did the Pſalmiſt ſay, remember 
how ſhort my time is ? I may fay to the bye 
pocrite, remember how ſhort thy Hope 18. 
And, as the Apoſtle faith, Brethren, the 
rime is ſhort ; ſo, the hypocrite may lay, 
my Hope 1s ſhort. "Thus, a falſe Hope, is 
a tranſient Hope, but a true Hope, is a 


Permanent Hope ; a falſe Hope, 1s a flee- 


1 Cor.13. :i:»g Hope, but a true Hope, 1s an abiding 


13, 


Hope. Now abideth faith, hope, and 
kwe, 
2. A7otrves 


The Grace of Hope. 
%+ Matives Concerning a Gofpel-Hope, 


Would ye have God to take pleaſure Mot « I, 
in you ? Live (then) and dye in the AG, 
and exerciſe of Hope. "There are weſſels 
in whom God taketh no plexſure ; bur, 
what infinite, Condeſcention is it, that he 
which doth all things according to his 
pleaſure and who (only ) hath right to $:c vols, fio 
| fay, my will, is my Law; my will, is my /*%*%, tae 
rule, ſhould take pleaſure in Duſt, and in Aba. cg; 
Aſhes? 1n undeſerving ? yea, in ill deſer- rx, 
wing creatures ? We may reſolve the rea» 
ſon of Gods actions, into Gods will ; He 
3s the Lord. The firſ# Cauſe, needeth 
not to ſhew ſecond Caules ; God, hath the 
reaſon of all things in himſelf, and there- 
fore we are not tacall upon him to give 
a reaſon : God, is the only Line, and 
Rule to Himſelf; and to all beſides him- 
ſelt. We muſt do the will of God, 
becauſe it is the Hl] of God; his 
will, muſt not be (only) the Rute of 
what we do, but (alſo) the very reaſon 
why we do it. Woas there ever an 
Cam,or Eſau? Any Achitophel.or Fezebel? 
any Fudas, of Fulian, but did the will 
of God, though they went to Hell far 


their 


Larh.Fiae their pains ? Luther praying for an uſe- 


voluntas 
912148124 
Tromine 

79 a4 tide 
1iale I.47» 


_ Unto bimſelf. | 


2. 


I Theſ.4. 


13. 


, 
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ful Friend, cried out, my will be done, 
oh Lord ! but he comes off with this, 
mine, oh Lord ! becauſe Thine. Fehovah, 
taketh pleaſure in thoſe that fear him, in 
thoſe that hope in his mercy. God hath the 
People of his Pleaſure ; a peculiar people, 


a peculiar treaſure; a People very near 


Would ye not be Stumbling-blocks in 
the way of others? Live (then) and 
dye in the AF, and exerciſe of Hope. 
What the Apoſtle faith concerning the 
reſurrection (I would not have you ſor- 
row even as others which have no hope) 
15alſo true concerning other- things. Do 
not carry it in the world, and. before the 
world, as thoſe who have no hope. Do 
not diſhonour your maſter by pangs of 
pannick, and forbidden fear. Should it 
net have been below a David, a man af- 
ter Gods own heart, a. perſon of that 
worth, and weight, to ſay, I ſhall one day 
fall by the hands of this Saul ? Did not 
David fear many Philiſtines, and doth he 
now fear one Saul ? Did God fay that 
David ſhould outlive Saul, and doth Da- 
w:4 fay that he ſhall dje before Saul? I 
has ſomewhere read of a Tm 

' an 
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The Grace of Hope, 
and 2 Replication, between a Ruffian, 
and'a poor men : The Ruffian, meeting 
him weeping as he was going, ſaluted him 
thus ; what, weeping {till ? but whar if 
there be no Heaven to compenſate this 
weeping? The poor man replied ; Ah 
Sir ! but what if there be a Hell for 
thoſe that weep not'? "The Salutation was 
bad, but the Rephcation was good. I beg 
pardon, if I make this Uſe ; 'tis conna- 
tural unto 21ax, to run into extreams, 
and exceſſes ; but this I preach, and preſs, 
that there may be Tunes of Foy, with 
Tones of Sorrow, in thoſe that have Chriſ# 
for the Object of their Hope ; that they 
would be taking a proſfpe&# of the bright 
{ide, and not be altogether poring on 
the dark fide of the Cloud. As ſorrowfwl, 
yet always rejoycing. He brings in the - 
ſorrow of the godly with an (AS) faith 


Car. 6. 


Anſelm ; not that it is ſorrow indeed, but 02, 


(as) forrowful ; as if it were a painted 
Sorrow, not true Sorraw ; but,when he 
ſpeaks of Foy,there is no (as) but true Joy. 
The Defeen is this ; while ye (who have 
Chriſt for the Obje&# of your Hope) are 
looking downward, be alfo looking «p- 
ward ; and while ye are in the refledtim 
of whar ye arcin your Selves, be alſo in 


the 
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Th: Grace of Hope: 
the refletFion of what ye are in your 
Surety (for he is the Ohje# of your Hope ) 
that ye may not be Stumbling-blocks in 
the way of others. 

Would ye be ſecured when the Winds 
are prodigious , and the waves are 
impetuous ?. Live (then) and aye, in 
the A#, and exerciſe of hope. When 
the winds r;/e, and the Waves roar, the 
Anchor is caſt to ſecure the Ship, The 
Apoſtle diſcourſing, and diſcufiing two 
immutable things ( the promiſe of God, 
and the Oath of God) im which it was 
3mpoſſuble for God to lie, that we might 
have ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope ſet before 


zs ; connecteth and connexeth this; which 


bope we have as an anchor of the Soul. A 
material Anchor, is caſt downward, but 
a myſtical Anchor is caſt upward, and 
faſtned in Heaven. Our Hope muſt en- 
ter into Heaven, and fix there. The 
beſt of the Earth is not ground good 
enough, nor ſure enough, for our Anchor- 
bild. Whatfoever we make our Hope, 
we make our God, and 1s there any thing 
on Earth good enough to be our God ? 
Creatures (from the Inſtini# of Nature) 


will ſeek a Refuge upon the approach of 


a Storm. 


—_——_— —eews AMP 
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. _ Lhe Urace of Hope. | 
2 Storm. Do the Heavens gather ? will 
it rain before night ? Is there a ſhowr of 
blood impending? Ark then (in) a Chrift, 
and Anchor (upon) a Chriſt, Aﬀ (tho- 
rough Chriſt) hcpe upon a Chriſt, who is 
the ObjeF of a Gofpel-Hope. | 
Would ye be under a diſtinguiſhing, #4: 
and dignifying Charafer? Live (then) 
and die in the AF, and exerciſe of Hope. 
As ſome have been under a debaſng 
Character ; thus, Ahaz was; This is that 
-wicked Ahaz% : Thus, Abab was ; 
Abab , ſold himſelf to work wick- 
edneſs in the ſight of God , woom 
"og his Wife ſtirred - Thus, Ferc- 
oam was; He did evil above all that 
were before him: "Thus Abijam was ; 


h © He walked in all the ſins of his Father : 
A BB Perſons, and places,might be multiplied, 


1n order to the evincement of this, that 
ſome have been under a debaſing Char- 
ater ; but, others, have been under a 
dignifying CharaCter : Thus, Moſes was, 
for God himſelf preacherh his funeral 
Sermon ; Moſes, my ſervant is dead : 
Thus, David was ; I have found David, . 
the Son of eſſe, a man after my own 
beart, who ſhall fulfil all my wills: Thus, 
Facob was ; He went (unto} a Duty a 
Zacob, and prayer; he went (from) that 
Dm 


\. . The Grace of Hope. 
Duty an Iſrael, and prevailer : Thus; 
Fob was ; his paſſion 15 buried under his 
Patience, and his Infirmity, under his 
Grace : Ne | have heard of the patience of 
'Zob : "Thus, Abraham was; He is cried 
_ Up as the- Father of the Faithful, who, 
. againſt hope, believed in hope. He believed 
againſt hope of Senſe, and Reaſon ; he 
believed in hope of Gods Ford, and 
Power, as appeareth by the Antitheſis, 
He believed above the hope of man, 
and znder the hope of God, who calleth 
things that are not, as though they were. 
Would ye ſweeten all your Bitters? 
Live (then) and die in the A&, and 
exerciſe of hope. "Tis very connatural 
unto profeſſors, and poſſeſſors of Chriſt, 
to rack their Thoughts ; to dig their own 
Graves ; to imbitter their Sweets ; to 
live like perſons m the Tombs ; to take 
their Turns in Bechim z and to pitch their 
Tents inthe Valley of Baca, \by an Anti 
Num. 24. cpation of providences. Who fhall live 
= when God doth this ? faith Balnam. "Thus 
Jud. 13. Manceh ſaid to his Wife, 2we ſhall ſurely 
—_ die; Why ? Becauſe we have ſeen God, 
Thus, perſons, are apt to take wrong 
meaſures and to miſconſtrue the provi- 
dences of God: Are not nwny ready to 


: tay 


The Grace of Hope. 
fy, how inſignificant are all the Dotec- 
t:0ns, and D:[apointments, and Defeats, 
that the God of Gods hath browght upon 
the People of his Curſe? Weare all like 
to be concerned in a common calamuty : 
But now 7znterpoſeth a Goſpel-Hope with 
another DialeF, and faith, melora ſpero ; 
I hope better things ; had God determined 
Deſtrufion, he would not have given us 
theſe pledges for furure Deliverance by 
indulging a Nation ſuch Deteftions and 
D:ſappointments , and Defeats, Wall 
not God d:ſtinguiſh between Goſhen, and 
Egypt ? between Sion, and Sodom ? be- 
tween Beth-el, and Beth-aven ? between 
Iſfralites and Tſhmalites ? between the #- 
ward and the outward Court? I hope 
better things. Hope (in the worſt of 


titnes) lookerh for better times. Though Job 13. 


be ſlay me, yet will I truſt in him. Though 5: 
God ſhould make a Thruft at me, and 
this Thruſt ſhould be moral, yet He ſhall 
be the Obje# of my Hope. 

Would ye have a formal Plea at the 
Throne of Grace, againſt enemies with- 
out, and within too ? Live (then) and 
dye in the AF, and exerciſe of Hope. T'o 
theſe diftinly and conciſely. 

Would ye bave a formal Plea at the 
Throne 


6, 


Throne of Grace, againſt enenues withe 
out ? Live (then) and dye inthe A&, and 
exerciſe of Hope, "Thoſe (who have a 
Goſpel-Hope) have enenues withour,open, 
and cloſe. It was the common faying of 
Leo T/au- an Emperour, that a cloſe Enemy is far 
rus. T nx” worſe than an open. The Pſalmiſt, had his 
©; * Enemies without and againſt them he 
peſſims. . 
prayeth upon the account of his hope. 
Pſal- 71; Deliver me, oh my God, out of the hand of 
42 5+ the wicked ; of the unrighteous, and cruel 
nan; for thus art my hope, oh Lord God; 
thou. art my truſt from my youth. 
Would ye have a formal Plea againſt 
enenues within, at the Throne of Grace ? 
Live (then) and dye in the A&, and exer- 
ciſe of Hope. As thoſe (who have a Goſ-- 
pel-Hope ) have enemies ithout,ſo within, 
and theſe are the worſt.Ah Soul !they are 
the Sauls within ; the Achans within; the 
Goliah's within ; the Sons of Zerviah 
within, that are the preateſ/,and the worſt 
enemies. Againſt theſe (alſo) doth the 
Pſalmiſt pray,upon the account of making 
Godthe Objef of his Hope. And now 
Lord,uhat 1ait I for ? my hope is in thee : 
Pſa). 39. Deliver me from all my tranſgreſſions, 
7s 8 make we not the reproach of the fooliſh 


| As 


UW 


| \ S Gofpel-Faith, ſo Gofpel- Hope appears 


In facred Writ ; now greatly this endears 


A Geſpel-Faith goes firſt, but follows then 
A Goſpel-Hepe, which decketh lapled Men. 
Though Goſpel- Hope hath various Acceptations 
In Gofpel-Lines ; all worthy Contemplations ; 
In filence paſs I them: This little Tra@, 
Of Geſpet-Hope, ſuggeſts the Grace, or Ac. 

A Goſpe-Faith 1s Logick unto Man ; 

And EE his Rhetorick ; bur can 

Man Hoping be, and not be/zeving ? then 
May P:i&ures in the Fire be drawn by Men. 
Faith's cried up as DoFor in the Schools ; 
Yet cried down by many graceleſs Fook. 
Hopes cried up as Captain in the Wars ; 

In Conſort yet are theſe, deteſting Fars. 
This Goſpel-Hope appears a lovely Grace 
The Spirits Fruit, in running of our Race ; 
"Tis an affured Hope with Approbation ; 
"Tis ( alfo ) an abiding Expectation ; 
For Object, this hath God ; all Promiſe-Good 
Both Peſſible , and future underſtood ; 
*T1s on the Merayet the Father founded ; 
And on the Mtwot the Sor *ris grounded. 


H Deſcribed 


The Epitome of the Pr "w Verſe. "- "_ 


That Holy-Place (ſhould Death arre# to morrow) 
Where Tunes of Foy admit no Tones of Sorrow. 


The Epitomeof the Proſe in Verſe. g8- 


Eſcribed thus , the Seeing may eſpy 

Its Nature ; OhjeF ; Cauſe and Lualzy. 
The Daty , and the Mercy of a Soul, 
Are herein found, and that without Controal. 
As there's a true,{o there's a Hope that's vain. 
All Hopeleſs ones, are Chriſ#leſs ones. Again 
We (thorough Hope) muſt on its Obedt live, 
If to the Objef we would Glory give. 
Hope, calleth for a Life in Print (Vie haſten) 
That Envy (now) may not know where to faſten. 
All hoping ones, are happy ones ; and *ris 


From mount Geriz4m Jeſus ſpeaks to Hzs. | £ 
Falſe Hope, falſe Obje&s hath, but Hope that's true | te 
Chriſt Feſus hath for Obje#, truth doth ſhew.  g 
Falſe Hope, doth go alone ; a bleſſed Train B 
Of Graces hath true Hope, and theſe remain. L 
Falſe Hope ſhort-lifed 1s, and tranſient : Us 
True Hope 1s living , laſting ; permanent. e\ 
Would ye rhat Godin you ſhould take a pleaſure ? 9g! 
Not fumbling others, taking a right meaſure ? { w 
Would ye from others differ under Croſſes ? L 
And would ye ſaeeten all your bitter Loſſes? $, 
Would ye have formal Pleas ? this is the Scope; FW. a1 
Lzve (hen) and dye in As of Gg pel-Hope. P 
Bur drawing to a Cloſe, I cannngltgrave it, bo 


A Heaven "tis to hope it, whatit&:Hhave it ? 
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SEUT ITS 


CHAF.L 


Whether there be a Goſpel-Love, and 
what this Goſpel-Love is ? | 


S there 1s a Goſpel-Faith, and a 

Goſpel-Hope, fo there is a Gofpel- 
Love. Theſe three divine graces ( Faith, 
Hope, and Love ) are (as it were) a crea- . 
ted Trinity , and have ( as 1t were ) ſome 
pglimering Parility ofa Trinity uncreate. 
Both Moraliffs and Divines ſay, that 
Lowe zs the Weight of the Soul; wt mclines 
us to this or that thing ; which way ſoe- 
ever the Afﬀection goeth, the Mind alſo 
goeth, and the A&1ion followeth. This 
was the Definition of Plato concerning 
Love ; That it is an Ardor, a+»Flame of a 
Soul dead in his own Body, and iving in 


. another. As there is a Love of Corn- 


paſſion, with which an Enemy 3s to Þþe 


loved ; Lowe yourgnemies ;, So, there isa Mat. 5.44. 


Lowe of Complatgwey, by which a Friend 


is to be loved: The Spouſe loved to 
lean, as well as leaned where ſhe loved; 
H 2 Who 


IOO 
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Cant. 8.5. ho 1s this that commeth up from the 


1 Jo 4.16. 


2, 


Rom. 9. 
13. 


Malum 
Complex- 
um. 


wilderneſs leaning upon her beloved? 
Love, 1s referrible to God, and May. 

* * To God. As *tis referred to God, 
ſo it 1gniherh, 

His divine Eſſence. God infinitely 
delights himſelf in his Sov, who is his 
wiſdom; his Spirit, which 1s his power; 
in his Creatures, and in his Children. God 
is Love : He 1s Love in the Abſtratt ; he 
i (as it were) a Compound of Love. 

His divine purpoſe. Facob havel 
lowed. 'This is the foreknowledg of God, 
and the good pleaſure of his will. 

To Man. As Loveisreferrible to 
God, ſo to Man, and thus *tis reducible 
to three heads ; carnal ; moral ; ſpiritual. 

Carnal, 'There isa carnal Love, 
which falls under a three fold: notion, and 
18 reducible to three heads ; Sin ; Self ; 
World. 

Sin. There is a loveto Sin, and 
that's the worſt Love. "Though Sz be 
an ew; yet there 15a love to Sm. 
Though it may be faid of Sin, as it is 
ſaid of War, to be a complex evil, yet 
there 1s a /ove ro Sim. Though the 
Name, and the Nature of Sin be Ewvil, 
yet there 15 a love to Sim, "Though Sin 

| be 
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be a burdening, and a breaking of God, 


Ion. 


yet there 1s a love to Sin. The Prophets er.y. 31 


propheſie falſly, and the people bear rule by 
their means, and my people love to have it 
ſo ; but what ill ye do in the end there 
of ? Though Sin be a darkning of the 
Glory of God, and a defacing of the 
Image of God, yet there is a Jowve to Sin. 
Though Sin be a crucifying of the Son 
of God; a grieving of the Spirit of God ; 
and the greateſt jury to the Soul of 
Man, yet there 1s'a love to Sin. Though 


Sin maketh Angels, Devils, and irritates Diu vixi z 
a God to caſt them outof Heaven, into 471 pecca- 


' Hell, yet there 15a lowe to Sin. Though ©** 


Sin (the plague of plagues) did provoke 
that God, who 1s infinite in Attribute, as 
well as in Eſſence, to turn Adam (the 
Emperor of the Univerſe) and his capti- 
vating Conſort (the Empereſs of the 
Univerſe) out of Eden into the wide 
World, yet there 1s a love to Sin. Though 
Sin be a curſed Inmate, and a curled 
Make-bate between God, and Man ; be- 
tween Man, and Man ; between Man, 
and Himſelf, yet there 1s a love to Sin. 
Though Si hath been the unhappy 
Womb of all the penal, and prodigi- 
ous Jndgments that have been in the 


tt 3 World, 


Ang. 
Bzz4a, 


4 


Parono- 
114/14 


2 Tin, 3: 
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World, yet there 1s a Love to Sin 
Though Sin hath been daring of - an 
angry Deity to rain (as t were) Hell 
out of Heaven upon Sodom, and Gomor- 
ral» yet there 1s a /ove to Sin. Fhough 
Sin hath made that work in Countries; 
in Cities; in Churches; in Families ;, in 
Suuls, yer there 18 a love to Sim. Though 
Sin had not a Being (from) God; can- 
not have a Being (with) God ; and ftri- 
keth at the Being ( of ) God, yet there is a 
lowe to Sim, Lowers of pleaſures more 
than Ivvers of God. The Greek is ele- 
gant; "tis an Agnomimation, or Alluſim 
to ords, when the moſt differing ſigni- 
fication is taken away. There is no Sin 
in the nature of Angels, there 15 nothing 
but Sm in the mature of Men. Man 
(naturally } is a Veſſel of Sin, and a Vaſſal 
unto Satan, and yet there is a love to Sin. 
'Fhough God bea hater of Sin, Man is 4 
liver of Sin. 

Self. As there 1s a we to Sin, fo there 
154 loweto Self. Self-lowe, is a great Sim, 


- foraman1s to deny himfelf, not to love 
16. himſelf, If any one will come after me, let 


him deny himſelf, and take up bis croſs, and 


follow me. Self-love, makes a Man lovely 


in his 027 , but Joathſom in Gods eyes. 
Thoſe that deny not them/elves,"and their 
Eo, OW:1 


cc _ we A SS A Aq2S 
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own ends for Chrift, will deny Chriſt 
for their own ends, and will be denyed 
by Chrif# in the end. A Man may dje 
(tor) Chrift, and yer not dye (in) Chriſt. 
Man (though the epitomy of the creation) 
is but a peice, and patch of the Earth, 
who ſhould rather be (out) of love, than 
(in) love with himſelf. The civil rule is ſo 
defaced, that the moſt of men are com- 


pounds of ſelf ; let their Neighbour fink, 


or ſwim, it isall one with them ; that it x74, yobs 
1s become proverbial, Every manfor him- ſolum naſ 


felf : Bur, if (onely) for himſelf, Pig ag comur. 


maxim drawn in Hell, and uſhered into 
the world by the Prince of Darkneſs ; for, 
we are not only born for our ſelves. Blef- 
{ed' Bradford, had low thoughts of him- 
felf ; he would of.en ſub{cribe himſelf 
'Fobn the Hypacrite and a very painted 


Sepulchre. Let not any Regzon of thy REDD Us 
cognitd. 


ſelf, be an unknown land to thy ſelf. 
Many, are proud of their knowledg, yet 
pride is. the Daughter of Ionorance, I 


hate (faith one) that which I am, and Aug. 


deſire that which 1 am not. Though a 
proud man is faid toknow himſelf tao 
much, yet he doth not know himſelf 
enough ; yea, not at all, as he ought to 
know himſelf. Oh beg ! beg ! beg ! beg 
of the God of Gods,to alienate thee from 

| H' 4 thy 
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thy ſelf, and arnihilate in thee whatſo. 
ever oppoſeth himſelf. Let Antony, or 
Auguſtus win, *tis all one to ſome; by 
contrary winds they can fail to their own 
ends. A Holy heart loves good thoughts, 
bur it /owves not thoughts of its own good: 
neſs. When Titus had taken the Cty of, 
Feruſalem, the Army falured him Empe- 
ror ; preſenting him with Crowns and 
Garlands ; which he modeſtly refuſed, 
ſaymg, Thave only lent my Hands, and 
my Help, to God, and his People. Many 
do, as Hind the Robber did, who retur- 
ned ſome part of the Money he took 
from others, to be the better thought oft, 
and the Jeſs purſued. Abraham (though 
the Father of the faithful,and (as it were) 
one of Gods Privy Connce!) had low 
thoughts of himſelt, and writes himſelf 
G-n. 15. Duſt and Aſhes, Facob (though ſent 
«7. from the Ange! (which was Chriſt) with 
the name of T/rael (a princely power with 

God) according to the zport of the 

20rd) had low thoughts of himſelf, and 

Gen 32, writes himſelf Jef then the leaſt of Gods 
10, mercies. Agur (though one of the ho- 
lieft, and wifeſt men in his day ) had low 

thoughts of himſelf, and writes himſelf 

Prov. 30. more brutiſh than any man, and not ha- 
2. ping the mderſtanding of - a may. Paul 
| | ».(rhough 
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to. (though cried up for an earthly Ange!) 
or had low thoughts of himſelf, and writes Eph. 3. 8. 
by Y himſelf /e/s  rhan the leaſt of all Saints. 
wn if tNothing, can be /e{s than the Jeaſ? ; but, 
bts, he thought himſelt ſo much leſs than o- 
0d. thers, as that he writes down himſelf leſs 
of than indeed he was. There 15 a manifold 
pes Self, of which take a Taſe. 
nd There isa ſinful felt. Shall we con. 1T- 
d, tinue in ſm, that grace may abound? How Roms, I, 
1d ſhall we that are dead to ſim, live any" 


longer therein * 

There 1s a natural-ſelf. As the other 
took in a mans Lyſt;, ſo this takes in a 
mans Arts, and Parts ; Gifts, and Reaſon. 
But covet earneſtly the beſ? gifts. Be , © 
zealous after the beſt things, ſo the greek; >, ,- 
ſtudioully aftect rhem. wo 

There 1s a rel:gious-ſeff. This takes 
ina mans Duties, and Services, whether 
ordinary, or extraordinary. Not having 
mine own Tighteouſneſs which 1s of the 
law, but that which is thorough the faith 
of Chriſ#,the rightecuſne/s wc is of God 
by faith. 

There 15 a moral-ſel}. This includes a 
freedom from groſs, Bainous, and enor- 
mous wickedneſs. 
ſuffer as a murderer, or as a thiif, or as 1 Se 

an evil doer, or as Biſhops in ancthers 
Dicceſs; 


\ 


A 


Phi. 


T0g 


9 
- > 


1 Cor. I2, 


— 
4 <* 


A 


4. 


But let nce of you 1 Per. 4+ 


3* 9+ 
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Dieceſs ; as priers into other mens matters ; 
greek. 

If There 1s a velative-ſelf. This includes 
the neareſt, and deareſt Relations in the 

I Cor.. 7. fleſh. That they who have wives, be as 
29. though they had none. 

6. There 18 a Jawful-ſelf. This takes in 
things jndifferent. All things are lawful 
unto me, but all things are not expedient ; 

I Cor. 6.2] things are lawful for me, but I will 
ns: not be brought under the power of any. 
Though the words be general, yet they 

make nothing for Libertines ; for that 

Verba ſuntrule of the Logicians here holdeth, That 
reſtringen-2yords how general ſoever they ſeem, are 
o- ad fil z, be reſtrained to the matter treated of. 
Row the matter was concerning the 
uſe of things indifferent, as meats, and 

drinks, &c. There is a Jove to ſelf, but a 
Alan ſhould rather hate than love himſelf. 
If any one cometh unto me, and hateth 
not his Father,and Mother, Wife and Chil- 
dren ; Brethren, and Siſters 3 yea, and his 
own life, he cannet be my diſciple. Here 
are not (only) Relations (though the 
neareſt, and the deareſt ) but (alſo) Lyfe, 
the Topof all : If Relations ; yeait Life, 
ſtands in competition with Chriff, theſe 
muſt be hated, rather than he ſhould not 
be 


Luk. 14. 
26. bo 
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be hwed ; or, theſe muſt be loved leſs 
than he; they mult be lowed in ſubordina- 
ton (to) him, notin coordmation (with) 
him. 

The World. As there is 2 love to Sin, 


and to Self, ſo to the World. Chrift, is 


the beſt Indies. It is no 7 to be rich, 
but when riches are gotten by lin. 'The 
Earth is Gods Footſtool, yet many make 
that their Throne ; Heaven is Gods Throne, 
yet many make that their Foo:ftool ; they 
tread, and trample upon the things of 
Heaven, while they ſer their hearts upon 


the things of the Earth. Demas hath 2 Tim. 4- | 


forſaken me, having embraced this preſent 19+ 
Waerld. "The World was more to him 
than the Gofpel,and Chriſ# the Sum of it; 
the World was more ro him than the 
Church, and Communion with it. Is it 


not pity that no more are cloathed with gey. 12. 


the Sun? and pity that no more have the 1, 
Moon under their feet ? many live asif 
God had ſent them a voyage into the 
world to trade for Ceckles, and Pebbles, 
when God ſent them into the world to 
trade for Paradiſe, and for Pearls. Who 
but the Alexanders and Czſars of the 
world ? the Nero's and Nimrods of the 
world ? the Pharaohs, and Pilates of the 
RES p world, 
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world, have (ordinarily) been the Lords 
Efth.1. I. of the world? Abaſuerus (a prince, or 
Head,as the word importeth ) reigned from 
India to e£thinpia, over 127 provinces, 
which might well have ſerved 127 Per- 
ſons, and yet may it not be rather feared 
that he 1s gone to He/l, then hoped that 
he 15 gone to Heaven ? The World, is a 
0 fools Paradiſe, and yet there is a love to 
quid,nihil, the world. This 1s the motro of the 
World, This ſomething, is nothing, and 
yet there 1s a /ove to the world. The 


world 1s a Cheat; a Mountebank ; a - 


Bitter-/weet ; a Pageant ; like Sodom 

Apples, more in ſhew, than in Subſtance, 

Epicurus, and yet there 18 a /ove to the 2vorld. It 
was a good moral Inſtruftion that fell 

from the thame of Philoſophy, the courſe 

fo make a man rich,is to encreaſe his 

wealth, but to reſtrain his covetous deſires. 

Bourbon. "That Cardinal was an Atheiſt, as well as 
a Papiſt, who preferred a part 1n Parts, 

Dulce we- to a part in paradiſe. Riches are but a 
nenum. feet poiſen, as one ſaith. Praiſe the 
Bar. world, and worldly things, no farther 
thin Noam was ; He was Captain of 

the F:/* of rhe Kzz7 of Syria ; he wasa 

- great Man with his Maſter, and honoura- 
” ble; hewasalloa mizhty man m walour, 
but 


2Reg. 
I. 
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but he was a Leper. There is a ( But) 
which mars all : There isa Blot in the 
Scutcheon ; a Blur in the end of the -E- 
comium ; a Blank in the Cataſtrophe; a 
Prickle under the Roſe; but he was a 
Leper. Though the W0rld, and the Scul 
mult part, or Chriſt and the Soul will not 
meet, yet there is a love to the 2v0rld. 
As Oil increaſeth the flame of the Fire, 
ſo the more a man hath of the 2vc71d, 
the more his Heart is inflamed with it, 
and yet there 1s a /oveto the. World. 
There 1s nothing in the Creature that is 
of any long Continuance,much leſs of any 
long Cententment, and yet there 1s a J;ve 


y l 


to the 1/0714. "The two poles ſhall ſooner 1y4e. 19; 
meet than the Ive of Chriſt, and the 22. 


lve of the 2world, and yer there 15a /ove 
to the world. Ahab 1s fick for the wine- 


yardoft Naboth, though he hath a whole - 


Kingdom to walk in. 

To be delivered from an iordinate 
love of our zataral lite, and all the com- 
cerns thereof, is a greater mercy then to 
be gratified with a confluence of all 
worldly defirables,and yet there 182 love to 


I 


Rep.2T, 
65 


3 


the world. The Duke of Venice, did t7;: folum 


#® truly write upon his Tomb,there remaineth mil ſuper - 


nothing to me but this Sepulchre, and yer 9? /cputs 


-. Cite 


there 


G :-* - . 


#bi Ocult: 


ovbi Ani- 
mus, ib 
Dipritus, 


rio 
> there is a /cve to the world. . The whole 
Ubi Amor, Turkiſh Empire (faith Luther) 1s but a 
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3 Crrff, which the Maſter of the Family 
may caſt tro a Dog, and yet there is a 
love to the world, He that Jowes the 
world much, can love Chriſt bur a Jirtle, 
if at all. Covetouſneſs, looks like a ſi 


| - Inconliſtent with the truth of grace, and 
fJoh.2/1 F- yet there is a lywe to the world. If” any 


Bon. 


man loveth the world, the lowe of the 
Father is not in him. Tis one thing to 
be 2-;/ely-worldly,and another thing to be 
orldly-wiſe. "They will buy the world 
at too dear a rate that pay one {in for it, 
and yet there isa love to the world. 
Proſperity, putts up the hEart with pride, 
that Man looks npon himſelf as God; 
thus Alexander, Antwchus, Domitian, 
Herod, NebucadneZ%ar,and Senacherib did. 
He is 7icheft, not that poſſeſſezh moſt, but 
that deſirerh leaſt, and yer there is a love 
to the 2y0r1d. The pople of God, have 


never ſo much of the #ord about them, - 


as when they have leaſt of the World 
about thcm, and yet there 1s a love tothe 
World. Though God preferreth one 
Seu; above all the world, yet there 1s a 
lowe to the 29671d, Though one calls 


Coveton/neſs the Metropolis of Vire-; and 
Ss 
another 
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rrt 


another calls it the element of evils, yet Timon: 


there is a love to the world. Though 
Covetouſneſs be called the Root of all 


evils, yet there is a ove to the world. For i Tim. 6. 
the love of money is the root of all evil. 10. 


In which words we have the SubjeF,and 
the Comment. 


The Smbjeff. The love of Money. 


*T'is but one word in the Greek, ſigni-4 giazppue 
fying the Deſire, or Love, or Study of c%- 


Money. It is a prepoſterous, and inordinate 


ove. 
The Comment. But what of this 


ſtudy of Money ? *Tis the Root ; the,,, 


root of ewil; yea, of all evils; fo the 
Greek. The Apoſtle faith not thar it is 
the Cauſe, principle, or Original, but the 
Root ; _ that not of a tew, but of 
many, evils ; yea, not (only) of very 
many, but (alſo) of all evils: As if a 
covetous-man, who 1s (as 1t were) a Com- 
pond of Self, and of the World, were 


.ready to commut any fin. 


There are ſome things that were 
(from) evgrlaſting , but are not (to) 


. everlaſting, "Thus, the Decrees of God 


had ne beginning, but have an end, in 
their. determinate time. This is true 
concerning the miſſion of Chriſt into the 

K” 
world, 


I, 


2, 


IT, 


AR 
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Gal. 4- 4 2v2rld, FT the fulneſs of time, God ſent 
his Son, . made of a woman (a woman 
ſhall compaſs a man) made under the 
law (not only under the ceremonial law 
asa Few, buralſo under the moral law 
asa Man) to redzem thoſe that were un- 
der the law. 

2. "There are ſome things which were 
not (trom) everlaſting, and yctare (to) 
evcrialting. "Thus, Angels; yea, the 
Sou!s of men, and women, which had a 
Beginningbut ſhall not have an end. The 
Seul , 8 a Bloſſom of Eternity ; 
hath a famp of Immortality , and 

Mar. 4@#gometh not under the Arreſts of Death. 
28. But arc not able to Rill the Soul, 

3. Thereare fome things neither (from) 
everlaſting, nor (to) everlaſting. Of 
this ſort are all 2yorldly things ; for they 
had a Beginning, and ſhall have an End. 
God, will givethem their End, as he 1s 
Omega, who gave them their Beginning, 

Prov. 23. as he was Alpha. VWW7lt theu ſet thine eyes 

bY upon that whicn is not ? for riches certain» 
I; make themſelves wings,they flie away as 
the Eagl: towards Heaven. 

4- There only 1s the God of Gods (who 
is the Bermg of Beings) that is (from) 

Pial. 92> everlaſting, and (to) everlaſting. From 


; everlaſting, 


s 4 


uf 
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everlaſting, to everlaſting, thou art God. 
Or, thou art; Septuagimt. But the He- 
brew is thus : Ume gnolam gnad gnolam 
attah El: And from Eternity, unto Eter- 
nity, thou art God. Now, the things 
of rhe world periſh from their »/inp ; 
yea, periſh from their »ſe; and yet there 
1s 4 love to the world. 

Moral. As there 1s a carnal, fo there 
15 2 0ral love, whichT thall reduce unto 
three heads ; Magiſterial ; Parental, and 
Conyjugal. 

Magiſterial. "This 1s a love from the 
Maſter to the Servant. A good Maſter, 
hath a great. love, eſpecially for a good 
Servant. "The Centurion's love was great 
to his Servant ; it is expreſly ſaid, that 


he had a ſervant which as dear un- Luke 7.2, 
to him, but he was ſick, and ready to 3 


dye ; now, bearing of Feſus, he ſent unto 
him the Elders of the Fews, beſeeching 


him that he would come, and heal his Ser- 
vant. A Servant dear unto him : The - 


word imports a Servant of great price z 
or, a precious, and honourable Servant. 
Good and faithful Servants are rare, and 
therefore preciouss May not that be 


ſaid of Servants, which is ſaid of all 


other Relations among men? for a few 


good, 


Zo 
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good, there are any bad ; and- (like 
Fereiai)s Figs) the good (uſually) very 
good, - but the bad (uſually) very bad. 
Thcre was not one Servart that went 
into the Ark with Neah, nor out of 
Sedom with Lot , which (undeniably) 
demonſtrate that few Servants were 
cod. 
, Parental, As there 1s a Mapiſterial, 
ſothere 15 a Parental love. Dawids love 
to Lb[/alom was great, 1f not = aq 
| That T had dyed for thee, oh Abſalom m 
—— ! my rang Was ales ye 
Spiritually ? Is Abſalom dead matu- 
rally? or rather violently ? yea,is AbJalom 
dcad everlaſtingly ? Is he damned, as well 
as dead ? Ir may be this was the refle&z0r 
that was like a Dart to the Heart of 
David: Oh that I had dyed, that he 
might have [ved ! Oh thar I had gone 
to the grave of ſilence, that he nught 
not have gone to Hell! The love of 
Facob to Benjamin was great ; fo great, 
44. that the fe of rhe Father ſeemerh to be 
beund up mn the life of the Son. Kill the 
Soz,, and you &l] the Father ; one grave 
will ſerve for both. But, as there isa love 
from the Father tothe Child, fo there is a 
love from the Mother, to the Child. The 


leve 


ny 


yu 
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lowe of the Mother is a great love, if not 


G 

ry the greateſ# love. Can a woman forgetrC, ,o. 1x, 
d. her ſucking Child, from having compaſſion _ 
at on the Child of her womb ? Is there ſuch 

of a Woman among TVomen? Can a Woman 


lay aſide her nature ? Is not that 1/aman 

very unwsrthy to be ranked among 

Homen , that can olert the Babe 

of her Breaſt, and exps/2 it to have * 

its Brains daihed out ? or, its Bowels 

troden out ? [5s there tuch a T/oman ? 

"Tis pity there ſhould be fuch a Taman. 
Conjuga?, A3 there is a Magiſterial, 3, 

and a Parental, fo tnerc 1s a comugal 

love. This is a love from the Husband 


1 to the Wife, and trom the 7/3fe to the 
7 Husband. Husbands love your Wives, Col. 3.19: 
fl and be not bitter azainſt them. A Meta» 


phrr taken from ſuch thing: as are bitter 
in the Taſte; Gall, mingled wirh ſweet 
things, makes them diffaffful : So, if the 
Husband be bitter,the Wife will not digeſt 
it. Among the Heathen, the Gall of the 
Sacrifice (that was ſlain, and «ffered at 
Neptials) was caſt out of doors ; to fig- 
nifie, that perſozs (mm a comuzel-ſtate) 
ſhould be as Doves without a Gall. A 
man owes his Child as ſomething of him- 
ſelf, but he Ives bis Wife as Himſelf 
lt 2 'The 
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Tarquam The Athenian-Lawgtver, commanded, 
 al:quid that Men, and Women, ſhould marry to- 
ict 3 «, gether for Iſſue, Pleaſure, and Love, but 
2 * not for Money. Did they fo then? 
"or" *tis to be feared that few do ſo now. 
Clark's 1.Ti1s ſaid of Wallzus, and his Conſort, that 
Part. Eccl. their mutual care was fo to pleaſe each 
Filt Þ. other, as by Deeds to prevent each others 
082. ,as by. pre 1 2ther 
Deſires. Conjugal-Love 1s (at leaſt ought 
to be) great love. "The love of Abra- 
ham to Sarah was preat ; of Iſaac, to 
Livia nof- Rebecca was great ; of Facob, to Rachel 
tri comju- was great ; of Elkanah, to Hanna was 
B1s mer preat ; of Auguſtus, to Livia was great; 
eſto ; vive, . 
& 0./;, Who dyed in the embracement of her 
with theſe words; Remember that 2ve 
were one ; live, and farewel. As there 
was /cve in life, fo there was love in 
death. Husbands, owe your Wives, as 
Chriſt lowed the Church, and gave him- 
felf for it.This (as) is an (as) of quality, 
not of equality ; tor Chriſt ſo loved the 
Church, as to give himſelf to death for it, 
even the death of the croſs ; but, thus, 
Man doth not for his Fife ; if he did, it 
would be inſignificant, tor he could not 
ſarve her ; nor ſan#ifie her ; nor ſatisfie 
her. 
3. Spiritual. As there is a carnal, and 
a moral, 


Eph.5.2F. 
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a moral, ſo there 1s a Spiritual love. Thus 
there is a /ove in God to Man. But God 
commendeth his owe towards us, mm that 
while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt dyed for 
159. There is (alſo) a love in Man to God. 
I love the Lord, becauſe ke hath heard my 
woice, and my ſupplications. "There isa 
love in Chriſtians to Chriſtians ; to all 
Chriſtians ; and as Chriſt.ans. Szxce 
we heard of. your Faith in Chriſt Feſus, 
and of the love which ye have to all the 
Saints. And,as there 1s a love in Chriſt 
to Chriſtians ; Having Laed his own 


'3'o 


Rom. 5.8. 


Pal. 116. 
s, 


Col. 1. 4. 


Tohn 13. 
l 


which were in the world, he lowed them © 


mto the end ; lo, there 1s a love in Chriſ- 
tians to Chriſt. The upright love thee. By 
a Chriſtian, I underſtand not a Babe of 
Nature, but of Grace; not a Chriſtian 
of Mans, but of Chriſts making. Ir is a 
perſon that hath a /;fe (from) Chriſt, and 
a life (for) Chriſt. 

*Tis a perſon that hath a Life (from) 
Chriſt. I am crucified with Chriſt, never- 
theleſs T live ;, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth 
in me. He had a lite whereby he did 
live (faith one) buthe had nor this lite 
(from) himſelf, nor (in) himſfelt, to give 
to others, as Chriſt did. I live, yer not 


- I. I live (faith: another) a Spiritual lite, 


but not I as a natural man. I 3 *'Tis 


Cad 1:4. 


TI, 
Gal. 2.29, 


Aug. 


Perkin + 
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2. *Tis a perſon thar hath a Life (for) 
Chriſt. Where there is a fe (from) 

him, thereis a Jife (for) him ; and, where 

there is a life (tor) lum, there mult bea 

Phi. 1.21 life (from) him. To ze to live is Chriſt, 
and to ye is © _ Or, Chriſt, 1sto me 
life, and wearh, * gain ; lO the Greek. 


'The meaning 1s tl Ki Chriſt, is my life 


here by Grace, and hereafter by Glory; 
heis boch the Authcr, and the end of my 
lifs ; I hive (tor) __ | live (to) him ; 
I live (m) hmm ; live (by) him ; and 
(it I be put togeath) it will not endam- 
mage me, but advertage me, for I ſhall 
exciunge Exrth for Heawen ; a Cottage 
for a Palace, a Friſn for a Paradiſe. 
Tivs 1s a Chri{tian indced, and the love 
of _ Chriſti: to a Chriſt, 15a Goſpel 
Love, which now falleth under diſcuſ- 
flaw. - 
Qu. But what i3 t his Gr{pel Lowe? 
_"1 G fpel-Leve, 1; « ſupernatural Grace, 
and (xp ar [1y4 id the Scul, towards the 
Deſcr:ijtio. perſens! 1 cred bency of Chrif, as its proper 
obrc Ci. 
There are four things indiſpenſably 
neceil: :T3 - 1N _oraer to the conſtiruting of 
a Ge C Tie 4 the Nature ot it ; the 
Grains of it ; the Soi! of 4t ; the Objedt 
' it: To the dittint ly. The 


as ous;#©& «a 
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The Nature of it. GoſpeLewe, is a T+ 
Grace. As Faith, and Hope, fo Love is a 
Grace, a chief one ; a choice one. 'That 
Love is a Grace, (if not the chiefeſ?, and 
the choiceſs one) 1s evident, for *tis in 
conjunction with Fairh,and Hope,bearing 
the Garland from them both. When 
thoſe three Goddeſſes (ſay the Pocts) ſtrove 
for the Golden Ball, Paris adjudged it 
to the Lycen of Love. Them are (it I 


may ſo write) three cel:tial Graces z 


three theological Virtues, in an holy exzu- 
lation, ſtriving for the Chiefdom, and 
the great Do&for of the Gentiles gives it 
to Love. There abideth Faith, Hope, and | Cor.13. 
Love; theſe three ; but the greateſt of *3: 

theſe is love. That Love 1s greater than 

Faith, or Hope, will appear (beyond all 

modeſt ' contradiction) by an induction, 

and refle&ion of theſe following particu- 

wh - - 

Love is preateſt as to Title. Reflect the Þ* 
Titles of Love and ſoit appears greateſt. 

Love , that's called the mew For, 1. 
Commandment. A new commandment 1 [o. 2. 8, 
write I unto you. Where 1s Faith or 9» 19 
Hope, fo called? *T'is called a new com- 
mandment. | 

Becauſe it was an exceilent command- 7. 
ment. Becauſe 


Su! dtT- 


"- 
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Becauſe impoſed upon ſuch as are re- 
newed,” | 

Becauſe renewed by the Lord after 
it had been (as it were) antiquated, and 
almoſt extinguiſhed. 

Love, that's called the bond of perfec- 
tion. Above all things put on charity 
(Love, fo the Greek-Text) which is the 
bond of perfeffneſs. Above all things pur 
on love, for this1sasa garment put upon 
all others; and this 1s the bond : Not 
ſuch a bond as ryes one thing to another, 
but properly ſuch a bond as doth couple, 
and conjoyn ; bind, and unite many 
things together ; which 1s the bond 


Col. 3.14. of perfction ; or integrity. Now,where 


3. 


hath Faith, or Hope, fuch a Title? 
Love, that's called the fulfilling of the 


Gal. 5.14, Law. All the Law is fulfilled in one 


ord, even in this, thou ſhalt Iove thy 
Neighbour as thy jelf. Where 1s Faith, 
or Hope, fo called ? "This ſeemeth to be 
oppoſed to the doffrine of the falſe A- 
poſtles, which urged Ceremontes alone. 
Some, reſtrain the law to the ſecond 
table ; others, take it abſolutely for the 
whole law ; becauſe none can love his 
Neighbour as himſelf, bur he muſt needs 
love God ; now, the love of God and 
our 
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our Neigbour, contains in it the whole 
Law. 

Love is greateſt as to Dignity. Love, 2, 
ſeems to be more noble than Faith, or 
Hope ; the reaſon 1s obvious, becauſe 
"tis more bleſſed to give, than to receive. Acts 20. 
Faith, and Hope, are on the taking hand, 3 y. 
bur Love gives. The property of Faith, 
and Hope, 15 to receive into themſelves, 
bur the property of Lowe is to lay out it 
ſelf for others. 

Love 1s greateſ# as to manifeſtation. 3- 
Faith, and Hope, are unſeen, and may be 
diſjembled, but Love appears viſibly upon 
the Stage. I know thy works, and thy 
charity ; that 15, thy love. 

Love is greateſt as to Similitude. Faith g. 
and Hope, do not make a man /ike unto 
God, but Love doth. God, can never 
be faid to belzeve, or to Hope, but we 
know that he /oves ; yea, we know that 
he is Lowe. God, 1s lowe, and he that 1 Joh. 4. 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 16+ 
God in him. 

Love is greateſt as to Latitude. Faith, $* 
and Hope, are under reſtri&t1on, but Love 
15not. Faith, and Hope, are reftrained 
within the Limits of our particular per- 

ſons ; The juſt ſhall live by his Faith ;Qab. 2. 4. 
Rejoyemg 


Rev.2.19. 


I22 


Rom, 12. 


I2, 


Beatis qu 


amat te 
£5 amicos 
inte; 5 
ZNIMICOS 
proprer te. 


Mar. . 8. 


Heb. 12. 


23. 
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Rejoycing in Hope ; but Love is like the 
Firmamental Su, which ſhrines upon all, 
good, and bad; and throws his beams 
upon all, not forbearing to warm the 
Earth, which beareth wcee!s. 

Love 1s greateſt as to Longitude. Faith 
and Hope, are ſhorter lifed than Love. 
Love, oatlives Faith, and Hope. Love, 
is the longeſt lifed Grace. Our Love, ſhall 
not end with our Life, but our Faith, 
and our Zope ſhall. As Love tranſcends 
Faith and Hope under the notion of 
Latitude, for Faith and Hope are within 
the bounds of a mans perſon, but Love 
1s to God himſelf; and from him to our 
Friends ; yea, our enemies ; lo love tran- 
ſcends Faith and Hope under the notion 
of Longitude ; for Faith ſhall go into 
Viſion, and Hope ſhall go into Fruztion, 
when Time goeth into Eternity ; but 
Love ſhall go with the Soul, and be with 
the Soul in an Eternity. There 1s no 
need of Faith in Heaven, for that is a 
place of Viſion ; nor of Hope, for that 1s 
a place of Fruition. It ever I be gra- 
cioully arrived at this Harbour ; at this 
Hawvwen , at this Heaven; if ever I be 
graciouſly paſled thorough the gates into 
this City, whico hath foundations , the 


builder, 
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builder, and maker whereof is God, T 
ſhall not find Faith there, for that is 
gone into Viſzon ;- nor Hope there, for 
that is gone into poſſeſſion; but I ſhall 
find Love there ; yea, (there) I ſhall find 
nothing but Love. 
The Original of it. Gofpel-Lowe is 2% 
a (ſupernatural) Grace. As Faith, and 
Hope, 10 Love, is an outlandiſh Plant, and 
of a divine extra&. As Faith, and Hope, 
ſo Love 1snota Sp growing in our own 
garden ; it is born above ; it comes down 
trom Heaven into the Soul. "The Af- 
fection of Lowe is natural, but the Grace 
of Love is ſupernatural. It 1s tne Fruit Gal. 5.22, 
of the Spirit. But the fruit of the Spirit 
15 love. 
The Soil of - it. The S01l, for this Seed 3* 
15 the Soul. Tell me (ob thou whom my Can. I. 7. 
Soul lyweth) where thou feedeſt;where thou 
makeſt thy flocks to reſt at noon. T us grace 
of Love 1s a Seed cait into the Soul; 1t 1s 
an expanſion, or going out of the Heart. 
Saw ye him whom 13 Soul loweth? Can. 3. 2, 
The Object of it. This 15 the perſo- 4. 
nal excellency of Chriſf, "That is coun- 
zerfeit, but not currant love ; falſe, but 
not true love, to follow Chrilt for loaves. 
Love, that 13 zruc, 1s rather taken with 
the 
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the Fountain, than with the Stream; 
with the Hand, than with the Token; 
with the Feel, than with the Cabinet, 


Plal.18.1. I ill ove thee, Fehovah, my ſtrength. 


Love, that is true, is rather taken with 
the Giver, than with the Gift; with 
what Chriſt (is) rather than with what 
Chriſt ( gives ; ) with the God of Mercy, 
than with the mercy of God. The per- 
ſonal excellency of Chriſt; the Beauty of 
Chriſt; the purity of Chriſt ; the perfec- 
ton of Chriſt, &c. they are the Obje#: 


Pſal. 73.of this Goſpel-love. Whom have I in 


25. 


Heaven but thee? and there is none on 
earth that I deſire beſides thee. As if the 
Pſalmiſ# had ſaid, Lord Feſus, not thine 
bur Thee ; not thine, without Thee ; not 
thine m_ compare with Thee ; nor the 
Token,without the Hand; not the Stream, 
without the Fountam; not the Gift, 
without the Giver: Lord Feſus, not the 
Field withour the Pearl ; not the Cabinet, 
without the Fewel; not the Shadow, 
without the Subſtance: Lord Feſus, not 
the Pocl, without the Anzel; not the 
Gallery, without the King ; not the mercy 
of God, without the God of the mercy. 
I have been profzx, bat pardon the pro: 
Iixity (for ſome may be as long in going 

(one) 
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"Nl Cone) mile, as others may be in going 
(two) miles) and reſent the Sentiment, 
' that, Goſpe/-Lowe 25 a ſupernatural Grace, 
and expanſion of the Soul, towards the 
perſonal Excellency of Chriſt, as its proper 
Object. 
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How this perſonal Excellency of 
Chriſt appears, that 1s the pro- ( 
per Ozject of this Goſpel-Love, | 1, 


Hat Chriſt is an excellent ni) us 

an excelling perſon, 1s evinced to | w 

my hand, and none will deny, that | © 
acknowledg his Deity . Did any under- | m 

ſtand Crit better than the Church? ſo | 7 

well as the Church? Now, ſhe writes | 

him white and red: 'Theſe, are the beſt I [e 
Temperature ot Man ; they are the 
(natural). and the (native) Badges of || h 
Can.g.10. Beauty : But what follows ? "The Ar- t! 
mour-bearer among ten thouſand. Did | of 

Luke 1.3. Luke write molt excellent Theophilus? | © 
certainly then I may write molt excellent Þ 91 

eſis. Was Felix written ( by the || :4 

Acts 23. chict Captain) moſt excellent Governour? | of 
26. then Chriſt may be written the moſt ex- || 8; 
cellent perſon. "The great Doffor of the || 4; 

Gentiles was ſo graciouſly taken with a | [+ 

Chriſt, that he accounted all things but 


Phi. 3. $.1ofs, for the excellency of the cy 
0 
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of this moſt excellent perſon. Was it 


127 


ſaid of Foſeph (and that by Pharaoh) isGcn. 41. 


there ſuch a man as this is, in whom the 35: 


Spirit of God is? What may then be 


faid of a Feſus? Was it faid of a Fob JoÞ 1. 5: 


(and that by a God) that there was none 
like him in the earth *? What then may 


be faid of a Feſus ? Was it ſaid of David, Mar. 


thou art worth, or (as) ten thouſand of * 


us ? what then may be ſaid of a Feſus, 3 


whoſe perſonal Excellency is the proper 
Object of Goſpel-Lowe ? certainly he isof 


more worth than ten thouſand Foſephs ; 


Fobs; Davids. 

Burt wherein doth the perſonal Excel 
lency of Chriſt appear ? _ 

Chriſt is excellent in Name. Some, 
havea great name, but not a good name ; 


Sam.18. 


Qu. 


Sol. I. 


thus Sermacherib had ; hear ye thewords[ſa.36.13« 


of the great King, the King of Aſſyria. 
Others, have a good name, but not a 


great name ; Ged hath choſen the poor of Tam. 2 F+ 


this world to be rich in Faith, and heyrs 


, of the kingdom. Chriſt, hath both a 


great, and a good name, God (in para» 


diſe) lapr up the name of Chriſt m the 


ſeed of the 2voman: Facob , in Shiloh ; 


Damel, in a certain one, &c. That the 
name of Chriſt is great, is evident : His 
name 
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Tſa. 9. 6. name ſhall be called 2vonderful ; Counſel ;: 
bor ; the mighty God ; the Fatherof eter- fa 
nity; the prince of peace. The name of | ©, 
Chriſt is great : Thou ſhalt call his name 7 

Mar.1.23. Emmanuel ; God with us. And, as the ſl }, 
name of Chriſt is great, ſo the nameÞ þ, 

Jer.23. 6: of Chriſt is good.In is days Fudah ſhallbe | j, 

. * ſJaved,and Ijrael ſhall dvell ſafely,and this | », 
Fehovah is the name whereby he ſhall be called, Fe- ſþ 
efidkenu. hovah our Righteouſneſs ; fo the Hebrew. 

Chriſt , hath a good as well - as a great Þ n« 

Mar. 1.21. name : Thou ſhalt call his name Teſus, for Þ G 

| he ſhall ſave his people from their ſms. AN nc 
great name (with the Earth) is better than Þ th 
a good name, but a good name (with Þ 5; 
Heaven) 1s better than a great name. Þ 
One name in Heaven, 1s worth ten thowÞ be 
ſand names on earth. Chriſt, excelsin | *T 
name ; the name of Chriſt, *tis Honey in Þ ov 
the Mouth; *tis muſick tothe ear ; "tis2fÞ ter 
Fabileto the Heart. Had it not been fot fÞ c4 
(this) name, we ſhould not have had a pu 
name; at leaſt a name not worth the $ 
having. That muſt needs be an excek X, 
text name, when there is no other nam 1; 

Acts 4.12* under Heaven given amongſt men where Di, 
by they can be [aved. "Tis ſtill evident: fai 

Heb. 1. 4, B"2 made ſo much better than the Angels; ble 

5, 6. as be hath obtained a more excellent nam} Di, 


than 


The Grace of Love. © 129; 

than they ; for unto which of | the Angels Heb. 1. 4, 
ſaid he at any time, thou art my Son this 5,6» © 
day havel begotten thee : cind again ; 
I will be to him a Father, and he ſhall 
be ro me a Son: And again; when he 
bringeth m the firſt begotten mto the world, 
he ſaith, And let all the Anpels of God, 
worſhip him. Angels, are not to be 2v2r- 
ſhipped, for Angels are to worſhip. 

Chriſt is excellent in Nature. 'As God * *, 
never had a Son, without Srufering, fo 
God never had but one $9 without 57 z 
now, this Son was Chriſt, who was made 
the Sc of : Man, that Mem might be 
made the Sons of God. He was made 
ſi for us, who knew no ſin, that awe might.2 Cor. 5. 
be made the righteonſneſs of God: tn him. + 
*T'is not for. want of ignorance of their 
own hearts, that there 15' in ſome a pre- 
tenſion unto perſnnal perfection. ho 
can ſay I have made my heart.clean, T am PrOV-20. 
pure from my ſm ? When was there a m 
Soul without kn? Did not 4dam {the 
Emperor of. the Untverſe) dilobey ? The 
woman gave unto 'me, and I did eat. Gen.3.12. 
Did not Abrabam (the Father of the 
faithful, and the Friend of God) difſem- > 
ble ? Say, I pray thee, theu art my Siſter. Gen, wy - 
Did not Facyh..( 2 prayer, and prevailer 
| K 


with 
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Gen. 27. with Chrift) fapplant his Brother ? Th4 
22, 


woice is Facob's woice, but the hands art , 

| the hands of Ejan. Had not Moſes " 
(though a 14nifter of Righteoufneſs, and h 

mediator of the old Covenant) his 

Num, 20. patſion? Hear now ye rebels ; muſt well © 
10. fetch you water out of this rock? Had notll . 
David (though a man after Gods own ſl 2 

 _ heart) a pang of forbidden fear? I ſhall " 

1 Sam:2 7. one day perifh, or be (conſumed) by the hand t 
_ of Saul: Had not Fonah (though his 7 
- name {ignifieth a Dove, and Dowes (they b 

fay) are without a Gal) his pettiſh hui © 

Jon. 4. 3. mour? Lord, take ” life from me, for d 
it is better for me to dye, than. to lie, Ir 

Had nor Peter (though of a Fiſherman, B 

made a Fifher of Men) a plague fore? ?: 

Mar. 27. Then began he to curſe, and to ſwear, b 
74 jaymg, I know not the man. Þ might ls 
multply inſtances; I fhall add but one 

more : Had not Paul (though a tall, if C 

not. the talleſt Cedar in Lebanon) finfl ** 

' Rom- 7. running 1n his veins? I have a law m 4 
23. my members, warring againſt the law of 4 
”y mind. 'Thele ; all theſe, had weeds © 

in their Garden, but Chrift had none ;}| * 
had Droſs in their Gold, but Chrift had ” 


none ; had Seams in their Coats , but 


Chrift had: none; had Rwubbiſh in their 
i "ol 


The Grace of Love. 
Houſes,but Chriſt had none ; had Leaven 
in their Hcarts, but Chriſt had none; 
had Si in their Souls, but Chriſt had 


none; He was in all points tempted like Heb.4.1F. 


as we are, yet without ſm. _ : 
Chriſt 18 excellent 1n Lowe, The Love 
of Chriſt, that's a ſivcet Mono'yllable 
indeed. As Sin 18 the worſt, ſo Grace is 
the' beſt Monolſyllable : As Luſt is the 
worſt, ſo Love 1s the beſ# Monoſyllas 
ble. The Lowe of Chriſt, that is a ſweet 
Diſh indeed ! Do I write a Diſh in- 
deed? I may write a Feaſt indeed : 
It is no wonder that the Jews ſaid, 


- Behold how he loved him. Did ever 35* 


any one. live, as Chriſt lived ? for he 


loed and [med not.: Did ever ay one REV. I. 54 


Ive, as Chriſt loved ? for he lowed, and 
waſhed from ſin in the blood of himſelf. 
Chriſt s feer, were waſhed with Mary's 
tears, :luch was her Jowe to him; but 
Mary's heart, was waſhed with Chrift*s 
blood, fach was his love to her. Shall I 
luggelt the love of David to Ab[alom 2 
of Facob to Benjamin ? of Fonathan to 
David? as a ſpark to the Furnace, and. 
as a Drop to the Orear, (o is the love of 
2 Chriſtian, to the love of a Chriſta 
Chriſts Jooks, are loves; his life, was 2, 
Ke - | 


2 life 


be, . 
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life of love, and bis love, was lowe to the | 
life : Did he not come into this world 
FER er _ to /ove than to /;zve? rather to 
- OP ſtay? 
<4: Chriſt 1s excellent in Light. A dark 
[= ſtate, 1s a di/mal ſtate ; a dungeon ſtate, is 
a dreadjul ſtate. Man (naturally) is a 
Bartimezes ; he 1s blind ; born blind. May 
it not be ſaid of any one, as they ſaid of 
their Son ? That this is our Son we know, 
and that he was born blind we know. If 


Chriſt Jeſus ſhines not in-our Horizon, | | 
we are inthe dark; yea, weare Jarkmſs 
Eph. 5.8. it felf in the very Abſtract. And je | 
who were ſometimes darkneſs, are now f| _ 
made l:zht in the Lord. Now, Abſtratts : 
(in Scripture, and common Dialec/) are | | 
emphatically ſ1gnificant, and carry more - 
than an ordinary ſenſe in them. As the | 
| Sun (m the Firmament) 1s the worlds l 
bright eye, fo Chriſt (the Sun of righte- | | 
ouſneſs) 15 the Churches bright eye. As | _ 
the eye 1s the Lobt of the body, 1o Chriſt c 
.1s the /;ght of the ſoul. Chriſt, ſtiles c 
John$.12 himſelf the light of life. He rhar fel- | -. 
loweth me ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but | | 
ſhall heve the light of life. Dida Feb I} . 
lay, I as eyes tothe blind ? What may y 
a Feſus then-ſay? who is the fe of light, | 
as well as the /;ght of fe. Chriſt | 


is/ubtle, and fo are his Servants : The 
children of this world are wiſer in their 
generation than the children «of light , but 
they are wiſe unto damnation, not unto 
Salvation; they are wiſe to do evil, to do 
good they hawe no knowl:dg. Chriſt, is 
wiſer than all ; {eſt of ail; he can turn 
their 2i/d62 into folly, and cut-ſhuot them 
in their own Bow. Thus barbarous and 
bruriſh ; this bealtly and bioouy ; this 
murcefous,, and mercileſs generation 
upon our Borders, and in our ESewels, 
ſhall one day know, that there zs 20 7n- 
chantment againſt facob, neither is any 
divination againſt hrael ; according to this 


time it ſhall be ſaid concerning Facob, Num. 23, 
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Chriſt is excellent in wiſdom. Satan, 5: 


and Trad, what hath God wrought ? 23+ 


The wiſdom that man hath, 1s a poor 


pittance ;, a poor moity, but in Chriſt are Cod; P 
p . . 43® 


hid all the treaſures of wiſdom, and 
knowledg. "That mans wi{dows 1s but 
conceit, who is wiſe in his 601/% Concett, 
Sclozmon, was wiſer than all men, but 
Chriſt 18 wiſer than all Angels. Chrift 
15 the 297/dom of men; the wiſdom of 
gels; the wiſdom of God ; the God 
Lngets ; the wiſdom of God; the Go 


ot wiſdom. IT am underſtanding, Is nGgt Pr 


this a lotty Dzalec}, evincing the truth 


ol his Dczty ? K 3 Corift 


fy 
DT 2 


* : e- ra "tl 5a. 


9.14. 


6. 
| 3s moſt iſe, ſo he is moſt 2vealthy. There 
are mines of Gold, but Chriſt 1s a mme 
of Grace. ' He is full of grace, and 
truth. Chriſt, is an Ore indeed ; he is 
able to enrich a Beggar, that is worth 
nothing ; yea, a Bank-rupt, that 1s worſe 
John 1. than nothing. ' Of his fulneſs have all 
14. 16 oye received, and grace for grace. As the 
CD paper {from the preſs) receiveth letter 
for letter; as the Wax (trom the Seal) 
receiveth print for print ; as the Glaſs 

(from the Image) receiveth face tor 

face ; ſo the Chriſtian (from Chriſt) 

, receiveth grace for grace. Luther, 

would not be put off with Gold, without 

Grace, and Glory. Chriſt, muſt needs be 


* rich; muſt needs be richeſt, for he is the 
Mar. 


+5- 4? of that value, that he can pay alt thy 
x debts, and bear all thy charges. 

7. Chriſt is excellent in Counſel. Counſel 

| is mine,and found wiſdom. Achitophel,was 

the Counſellor of David, but Chrift is the 

Counſellor of Sion; the Counſellor of his 

1.9. 6. Fedediah's. His name ſhall be called won- 

5 derful ; Counſellor. Apollo, was the Oracle 

of the Heathen, but Chriſt is the Oracle 

of the Chriſtian. Is not that a Diak# 

i Es | becomng 


* 4 
” 4 


£ Þ pearl of great price. | Chriſt ,is a pear} 


Chbrift 1s excellent mn Wealth. As Chrift | 
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| becoming a Deity ? My counſel ſhall Band, 1.46.10. 


and I will do all my pleaſure. As Chriſt 
commands, fo he counſels. 7 _—_ thee Rev.3.18, 
to buy of me: But what ? Gutd; themoſlt 
excellent, and the moſt eſtimated of all 
Mettals : Yea, Gold tried in the fire, 
not counterfeit, but currant coin ; the 
graces of the Spirit : And rayment ; the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt : Yea, white ray- 
ment; white, being a matural colour, 
and beyond all arrzficial colour, 
Chriſt is excellent in Comfort. There $, 
is no ſolid, fpiritual, and ſubſtantial 
comfort to the ſqul, unleſs Chrift be the 
Preacher, and the Text top. I, cven I, 
am he that comforteth thee. Not I, or [la.F1.12, 
another, but I and none other. *Tis 
(purely) the woige of Chriſt, that ſillerh 
the voice of deſperation. Chriſt, ſaith to a 
perſon, (whole ſoul is like a troubled Sea) 
as Jethro did to Moſes, go in peace ; as 
Elidid to Hannah, go in peace ; as Fona- 
than did to David,go in peace z as David 
did to Abſalom, go in peace; as Eliſha 
did to Naaman ; go i peace: 'Thus 
Chrift (aid to the Woman that had the 
plague, Go in peace, and be whole of thy pq. $.34s 


Plague : Thus Chrift faid to Mary Magda- 


{en (that Ciry-ſinner) Thy faith hathLuke -. 


4. laved 59. 


oY 
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ſaved thee, go in peace : And thus Chrif 


{aid unto the woman that touched him, 


Luk 8.48, Be of good comfort, thy fait hath made 


9, 


thee whcte, go 1n peace. 

Chriſt is excelent mn Condutt. Chriſt is 
the Shepheard, and he /eadeth the Sheep. 
That Chriſt is the Leader of the Church, 


Prov.$.20. is evident. I lead im the way of righteouſ- 


neſs; ins the midſt of the paths of 
jadgment. He ladeth in Summer, and in 
Vin.er too; in fair weather, andin foul 
weather too ; in the ſtreets of S797, and 


Rev.7.17. of Scdy;m too. The Lamb which is mn the 


zmidſ} of the throne ſrall feed them, and 
ſhatl lead them to . living fountains of 
water, Thote (aftuaily) Chrifts, are 
under the Con4uet of Chr:ft, from the 
W:lderne's to Ca1aan; from Earth to 
Hcaving from Grace ro Glcry. Chriſt 
l rd:th one of a ſtate of Sin, into a 
ſ'ate of Grace, and thorough a ſtate of 
Grace, into a fire of Glry. Thou ſhalt 


_— A a 4 A -”S / / . / - aq, . 
Plu.73.24- guide me with thy conn, and afterward 


IO. 


recerve me 19 ob ry. 

( Ir ir is excllnt in tower. All power 
in FH. v.n is devilu:d upon Chrjjt. He is 
tie O44 of the Anvels adoration. He 
hath the p75 at his command. and can 
ſend thun torth as an heavenly H.jt, 
[Le] 


mm . (© > A. 
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to aſhſt his people. Peter, ( faith Mar. as 
Chriſt ) thinkeſt thou not that I can rongg mo 
now fray to the Father, and he ſball*” 

give me more than 12 I:gions of cingels ? 

And, as he hath power over Heaven, 

ſo over the Earth; as he is the Obje(t 

ot the 4n7ds adoration, ſo of the Saints 
admiration, When he (12/1 come to be 2 Theſ.14 
glorified in his Saints, and admired in all 10. 

them that believe. And g AS Chriſt 

hath power over Heawen, and over 

Earth, ſo over Hell : As he 1s the Object 

of the Angels adoration, and of the 

Saints admuration, fo of the. Devils 
conſternation. . That at the name of Ph? 2. 7a 
Feſjus every knee ſhould bow ;, things mm © 
Heawn , Angels, and the ſpirits of 

juit men made perfect : Things on Earth ; 

Saints and Sinners: Things under the 

Earth ; internal Spirits, 
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CHAP. III. 
Taferences from a Goſpel Love. 


Infer. 1. Fq*He Lower of Chriſt, hath much 
in Reverſion. Though the Jover 

of Chrift hath mpch in poſſeſſion, yet 

more in reverſion. The Apoſtle hath a 
ICor.2.9. lovely, and a lofty ſtrain : Eye hath not 
ſeen, ner ear heard, neither hath it entred 

into the heart of man, the things that 

God hath prepared: But for whom? 

' for them that love him, I have read 

Fi yn ws of one that commanded a liberal ſum of 
ror. © © - money ſhould be given to one that fell 
| in love with him : The Steward asked 
under what Items he ſhould pur it : The 

Veſpatia- Emperor anſwered, Item, to the Woman 
wo adama- that loved Veſpatian. But now, Soul, 
4 when Cbriſt gives he doth not 7 It Un- 
der an Item of Meney, but of Mercy : 

not. under an T2 of Gold, Þur of 

Glery : tem, Heaven, with the Szmleſs- 

nels thereof ; Heaven, with the Sorrow- 

Le/sne[s thereof ; Heaven, with the Temp- 
zaticnle{sneſs thereof ; Heaven with the 
Timeleſsneſs thereof, to the Sou! that 

+ | m_— " hom 
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lowes me. Item, the things which are 
inviſible ; and inaudible ; and inconceiua» 
ble, to he Mar that Ioves me ; to the 
H/oman that IFves me. Art a lover of 
Chriſt ? Drink then of the brook by the 
way, and lift up thy head, for man ſees 
not; hears not ; cenceives not, the things 
thar Chriſt hath prepared for them that 
love him. Arr a lover of Chriſ#? then 
though thou diſt come (unto) this work 
mourning like a Dewve, and haſt been 
(at) this work groaning like a Turtle, 

et goaway (from this work ſinging 
like a Lark, for man hath not ſee, nor 
heard,” nor concerved, the things that 
Chriſt hath prepared for them that love 
him. ?Tis true ; every lover of Chriff, 
may (as one did) mourn oyer his want 
of lowe to Chriſt; A Miniſter, weeping 
at the Table as he fat ar meat, was asked 
wherefore he wept; who anſwered, I 
veep, becauſe T can love Chriſt no more. 
Do ye ſee the ;ears of repentance ſtand in 
mine eyes ? ? Tis becauſe I can we Chriſt 
ho more. . Do ye ſee Tears run down roy 
Ch2eks ? *tis becauſe I can Jove Chriſt no 
more. Do ye ſee my Tears fall upon my 
Hlate ? *T's becauſe I can lowe Chriſt na 


more. But, Soul, though to love Chriſt 


no 
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-no more be a' ground of Sorrow, yet the 
promiſe (to the loverot Chriſt | is a ground 
of Foy. The promiſe is made to the 

Jam.1. 12 dover of Chriſt. Blcſſedbis the man that 
.endureth temptation ; for when he is tried, 
he ſhall recerve the crown of life , which 
the Lord hath promiſed to them that love 
him. : 

Bur, what 1s this Crow# under pro- 
mile for the lovers of Chriſt ? 

This word (Crown) patleth thorough 
various expretiions in the ſacred Scrip- 
ture, but all amount (unto) and meet{in) 
one, and the fame thing. 

*Tis calied an Inheritance. Are inheri- 
tances nothing ? Naborh, had an inheri- 
rance, and he valued it. Shall I give 
away the inveritance of my fathers unto 
thee ? This was but a wvimeyard, and he 
might have had a better tor ir, or the 
worth of ir in money; but what man- 
ner of inheritance 1s this inheritance? 

1 Pct. 1.4.7Þ an mweritance mcorriupuuble, undefiled, 
and that fadeth rot away reſurved im Hoa» 

Ven for your. Ir 1s mncorruptible, not 
perithing with the things of the world : 

*T'1s undeinied, not dc fhticd with abule 2 

It faderh not away with Antiquity : 

And, *us relerved in Heaven: *T's fate; 

"L1$ 
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is ſure ; *ris ſecure_; and will be thy ſ& 
curity, that art a /over of Chriſt. 

*T'is called rhe Joy of the Lord. Well 2 _ 
done goed and fairhful ſervant, enter thou ax, 25, 
into the joy of thy Lord. For the joy21. 
of the Lord to enter into us, 1s. 
for Heaven to enter into us ; for us to\ 
enter into the joy of the Lord, 1s for us* 
ro enter into Heaven. On Earth, there? 
are Tenes of Sorrow, with Tunes of Foy," 
but in Heaven, there are Tunes of Foy,” 
without Temes of Sorrow. Heaven, 1s' 
not a Paca, a valley of tears ; not a 
Bockim, a houſe of mourning ; but a. 
Shuſhan, a City of joyfulnes. 

"T's called the Kmgdom. Come ye 3». 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom yy, 25: 
Prepared fer you. Are not Kingdoms great 34. 
things, with great Men ? 'T his was the 
flagitzous | prſition, of a flagitious Ma- 
chiavel, That breach of faunh for King- 
doms isno fin. Will not men ſwirn (as 1t 
were) through a Sea of blood'toa King- 
dom ? Here 1s a Kingdom, and ris the 
Kingdom of Heaven; the third Heaven; 
the Heaven of Heavens. 

*T'is called the Crown of Life. Fear 4+ 
mme of thiſe things which thou ſhalt Rev.2.10, 
ſuffer : What none? No: What not 

binding, 


T 1 


14 
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binding, and baniſhmg ? No : What not 
Poverty , and Priſm? No: What not 
Fire and Maſſacre? No: What not Rack, 
and Stake ? No: Behold the Dewil 
(in his Seconds, and Servants) ſhall take 
ſome of you (notall of you) and caſt into 
priſon Fes into Hell) and ye ſhall bave 
tribulation ten days (not for ever : ) Be 


$bou faithful unto death ; there's the pre- 


cept 3 and I will give thee a crown of life ; 
there's the promiſe. A Crown repreſents un- 
to us Dignity, plenty, and perpetuity. A 
Crown 1s round, as if it had neither be- 
ginging nor ending. oe: 

. *Tis called a Crown of Righteouſneſs. 


im. 4. 1 have fought a good fight ; I have finiſhed 


my courſe ; T have kept the faith : Here 
are three Metaphors;the firſt 1s taken from 
wreſ/ling ; I have fought a good bght : 
The ſecond 1s taken from. . rumming 1 
bave finiſhed my courſe : 'Thethird; is 
taken from ſtanding, or keeping in rhe 
Field ; T have kept the faith : But what 
oilows ? Henceforth is Iaid up for me a 
rown of righ'couſneſs. Though this 
Crown, be a Crown of Mercy, and a gift 
of Grace, yet it may be alſo called a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, and that ina 
twofold reſpect. Ek 
Upon 


” 
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Upon the account of God.The Crown 1. 
is promiſed to the cvercomer. ' He that yg pars 
overcometh fhall not, not (lo the Greek ) Dez. 
be hurt of the ſecond dearh. This Man, Rev.2.11. 
ſhall not be blaſted, bur bleſſed; ſhall nor 
be dawned, but ſaved ; ſhall not go to 


Upon the account of it ſelf. It 5a 2: 
righteous thing with God to render the | 
Crown, for the Croſs. It is a righteous Ex parte 
thing with God to recompence tribulation Ret. 
to thoſe that trouble yeiu: And you who,.Thel. 17 
are treubled reſt with us, when the Lord 7, $. 
Tefus ſhall be revealed from Heaven with 
his mighty . Angels. As it is a righteous 
thing with God to fend the Smer to 
Hell, fo it isa righteous thing with God 
to ſend the Saint ro Heawen. As it 18 
a righteous thing with God to avenge 
himſelf upon the perſecuting in this 
world, ſo it is a righteous thing with 
God to rightthe perſecuted in (another} 
world, that &an meet with no right in 
(this) world. | | 

"Tis called a Crown of Glory, A 6 
Crown is, the moſt excellent Badge of 
royal Majeſty. But we ſee Feſus, who Heb. 2.9%; 
was made a little lower thay the Angels ; 
for the ſuffering of death: "That is, thar 

he 
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he might be fitted to ſuffer death, which 
he had not been, if he had not been 
made a little-tower than the Angels, by 
taking upon him our humane nature ; 
for, Chriſt was made lower than the 
Angels that he might ſuffer death, as 
well asin ſuffering of death : But. what 
follows? Crowned with glory, and honour, 
All Crowns are ghricus, and-Glory 18.2 
Crown. A. Crown, and Glory, are of 


. ſuch neer alliance, that they ditter, more 


Prov.4. 8, 


. in Sound than in Savſtance, and are ofren 
put together as one thing. Exait her, 


and ſhe ſhall promote thee ; a Crown of 


9. glory ſhall ſhe deliver thee. He hath ſtrip- 
Tob.1 ped me of my glory,and taken the Crown 
dc from my head. 

Qu. 2. © But why ſhall thoſe have a Crown 
(with) a Chriſt hereafter, . that have a 

Croſs (for ) a Chriſt here? 
Sol. - Ina four fold reſpet; the Father; 
the Sor; the Spirit ; the Saint. R£g 
1. - In reſpect of the Father. Thus the 


Crown 1s8ina way of Mercy. There 
15 no reaſon to. be given of Mercy, but 
Mercy. I will have mercy, on whom T 


.. - will have mercy. As mercy 1s the element 


of the Father,ſo the motive of the Father, 


and the Father hath no mote but his 
mercy. 


Pleaſeth your Father to give you the king- 
dom ; there's a poſitive promiſe. "The 
Crown, 1s the Fathers gift ; and for the 
Father to pleaſe to give, is for the Fa- 
ther freely to give ; to give with all 
imagmable freenels ; yea, with a freeneſs 
tininimaginable. "The Crown is given 
upon the account of God's Merty, not 
upon the account of Man's Merit. 

In reſpet of the Son. Thus the 
Crown 18ina Way of merit, Though 
the Mercy of the Father be the movmg 
cauſe, yet the merit of the Son 1s the 
meritorious 'Cauſe of this Crown. This 
will appear by ai induCtion, and reflecti- 
on of three reaſons. | 

Becauſe Chri# hath prepared this: 
The Crown is prepared by Chriſt. In 
my Fathers Jooſt 11 heaven; for as God 
hath his /ower houſe, which is the Heart, 
ſo he hath his upper houſe, which is 


Heaven; as he mhabits Eternity, ſo wl oh. 1 4:1. A; 


dwells with him that is of a poor, and of 
a contrite ſpirit : But what of this houſe? 


There are in it any manſions ; the word Mer? *2) 
manſion {ignitieth a Remaining ; denotingyat pr 
neo, 


the perpetuity, and eternity of the Stare; 
L bur 
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mhercy.. Let there be no fear little little Luke 12; 
flock; there's a riegative precept : For at 32+ 
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but my Ling is too ſhort to ſornd this 


Bottom ;, heavens beſt known by the in- 


habitants therein, and thereof : If it were 
net fo, Tou'd have told you; would not 
my Father hide from Abraham the thing 
that he would do, and ſhall I hide from 
you the thing that I go about ? Tpgo to 
prepare a place for you. 1 go to make 
Heaven ready for you, and I will alfo 
make jou ready for Heaven, Though I 
be your Husbaid, yet I am alſo your 
Harbinger, and I go before to take up 
Lodgings tor you. Chriſt is the Churches 
Harbinger ; the Churches forerunner ; he 
is aſcended ro Heaven that he may pre- 
pare 141ſions tor his. Whether the fore- 
runnc: ts for us emtred, even cus. Chriſt, 


as Ficad, 1s gone before, to take poſſeſſion - 


of Heaven tor the Church his Body. 
Becauſe Chriſt hath prayed for thus. 
Chriſt hath prayed for the Crown. As 
Ciriff hath prepared this, ſo, he hath 
prayed for this. Father, I will ; *tis a 
Diale becoming a Deity , and doth 
evince the Deity of Chriſt: Father, 1 
will: But what doth Chrift will * Thgt 
thoſe which thou haſt given me, be with 


. me where I am. "I hat 1s, when Iam. 


with thee ; izTefed with that Glory 
whereof 
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whereof I am now divefted. Here is 
Chriſt's prayer, that His might be with 
him; with himin Heaven ; and was 
not Chrift heard in all that he prayed 
for? 

Becauſe Chriſt hath promiſed this. May 
not the word of Chriſt be taken ? F 
Chriſt hath prepared this Crown ; and 
prayed for this Crown; fo, he hath pro- 
up, will draw all men unto me. There 
isa twofold lifting up of Chriſt, ig1c- 
minious, and glorious ; a lifting up on 
the Croſs, and a lifting up in the Goſpel. 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
vill draw all mz unto me. As Chrift 


draws out of a ftateof Sin, into a ſtate. 


of Grace, ſohe draws out of a ſtate of 
Grace, into a ſtate of Glory. 

In reſpe& of the Spirit. As thoſe 
who have a Croſs (or) a Chriff here, 
ſhall have a Crown (with) a Chriſt here- 
after, in reſpe&t of the Father, and of 
the Sj, fo in reſpect of the Spirir, I 


3. 


miſed this Crown. And I, if Tbe lified John Iz; 


J« 


whom, after ye believed, ye were ſealed Eph.1.13, 


with that holy ſpirit of promiſe. The "+ 


words are very emphatical , ye were 
ſealed : Now, the nature of a Seal, is to 
inake all things /are. Burt what follows ? 

L 2 Which 


ArpaCuy: 


Marg. 
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Which is the earneſt of our Inheritante: © 
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This word, is not Greek, but Syriac 
originally ; which {ignifieth more than 
earneſt, for it {ignifieth (as ſome fay)a 
Pawn, or Hoſtage, as well asan earneſt: 
But, take it as an earneſt, this is only 
uſed in contras of buying and ſelling ; 
"tis a part of the whole, and engageth the 
whole. 

In reſpe&t of the Saint. A Saints 
life, would be a /adlife,thould there only 
be a Croſs ; bur as there 1s a Croſs here, 
ſo there ſhall be a Crown hereafter. If in 


x Cor. 1 5. this life only we have hope in Chrift, we 


are of all men the moit miſerable: 
Bur. the Saint ſhall have a compenſation 
hereafter for all his croſſes, and calamities 
here ; for all his dangers, and deaths here 
for all his ſorrows, and ſufferings here; 
for all his :r:als, and travels here. The 


. Tighteous periſheth : The righteous ; that 


15, the righteous man, or woman ; the 
righteous perſon : But, what of him? 
or her ? 1Je, or She periſheth ; that 1s, 
dyeth, and the body periſherh : 1s, here 
all? No: And merciful men (men of 
kindneſs,or of godlineſs) are taken away ; 
none conſidering that they are taken away 


from the evil to come. From the evil 


of 
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The Grace of Love. _ 149 
of ſm, and from the evil of ſuffering. ; 
Ah but my Temptations are many ! Ob. 1, 
Art actually Chriſt's ? chou art more $1. 
loved by Chrift than hated by Satan. 
The mercy of a Chrift, 1s more than 
the Malignity of a . Satan; and Chriſt 
loves his, more than Satan can hate his. 
Cbhri#t (by bis own blood ) hath once entred Heb, 9.12. 
into the holy Place, hawing obtamed eternal 
redemption for us. "Thou art redeemed 
for ever, but thou ſhafnot be rempred 
for ever. 
Ah but my Tribulations are many! Ob. 2. 
Art a Jover of Chriſt ? then all things Sol. 1, 
ſhall work together for thy good. There | 
is (unto the lovers of Chrift) under 
every providential Occurrence, an uni- 
verſal Concurrence of things for good. 
All things ſhall ork Ps, for good to ron, vg. 
to them that lvuve God. All things ; as 28. 
national, and congregational, lo perſonal. 
As it was faid, *tis Good that Nero perſe- 
cuteth ; ſo, it may be ſaid, it was (for ) 
good that Nero perſecuted. 
Art a lover of Chrift? Suffer but a 2» 
while, thou haſt but a while to ſuffer. The 
longeſt night will have an end. After 
ye have ſuffered a while. * T'is but a while; 
yea ,a /iitle while ; yea a wery little 
| 3 whuley 
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while, thar thou haſt to bear the croſs, 
For yet a wery little while, and the indig- 
natiqn ſbal} ceaſe, and mine anger in ther 
deftruttion.. Ihe Croſs is tranſient, the 
Crown is permanent. 

. Arta lower of Chriit? then the laſt 
&ſh will be, the beſt. Haſt a croſs (for) 


- » Chriſt? thou ſhalt have a Crown (with) 
_ Chriit. Haſt a Hell here? thou thalt 


have a Heaven hereafter. Haſt thy wor## 
here ? thoy ſhalt have thy he#F hereafter. 
Haſt thy bizrer here ? thou ſbalt have 


11 thy faveet hereafter. Heſt thy 1/4/der- 


#eſs here ? thou ſhalt have thy Canaan 
hereafter.  Chriff, hath reſerved the 
beſt 2yane until the laſt ; he will make 
the laſt 45, the beſt part of the Comedy. 


. Mark the perfebh man, and behold the 


upright, for the ead of that man is peace. 
Ah ! butmy Corruptions are many ! 

This isfad ; this-is faddett. Flee from 
fn as from a moſt peſtilential plague; 
as the Pef# of Pets ; yet forraw. not as 
one without hope. Little children I write 
unto you that ye ſm not ; Ye had better 
be fick than ſmming, be ſighing than ſin 
wing ; be ſuffering than {ming ; be domg 
than /iznmg ; be dying than ſoming ; Yet 
if any ene ſim, we have an I 

with 


Ah bur F queftion whether Chri#f 
owes me! Oh that I did but know that 
Chrift loves me! I could Jeap over a 
wall, and run thorough a troop, 1f 1 did 
but know that Chrift loves me. Oh ! 
how ſhall I know thar Chriſt loves me ? 

Doſt thou love ChrifF ? certainly then Sol. 
Chriſt Joveth thee. I Lwve them that Pro. 8.17, 
love me, and they that ſeek me early ſhall 
find me. Chri#t, 1s firft 1n love ; the love 
of a Chrift is promary, the lowe of a 
Chriftian is ſecondary ; the love of a 
Chrift is the cauſe,the love of a Chriftian 
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is but the effect. We love him : Why 27 Joh. 4 


* 


becauſe he firit loved us. There 1s the o_n 
Sr, and then the Light ; the Tree, and 
then the Fruzt ; love (from) Chrilt, and 
then love (to) Chriſt. 

Ah but I queſtion whether I kwve © 5: 
Chriſt! Though Chri5F may love me, . 
yet I queſtion whether I love b!m7. As a * 
word f::ly ſpoken, fo a word firly 2yrit- 
ten, 15 hike an apple of gold, in a piffure 
of Silver: Bur how ſhall 1 know whe- 
ther my love to Chriz# be'ot the right 
Stamp ? 

Is it jealons ? then *ris real, Art more 


L 4 Jealpus- 
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jealous of thine 03 heart, than of the 
hearts of others ? thy love then to 
Chriſt is reas!. Eleven, of the twelve 
Apoitles, ſeemed to havea holy jealcn- 
{fe upon themſelves, for eyery one of 
them began to ſay, Lord, isit I? Tis 
true, at Jaſt Fudas ſpake, but he ſpake 
laſt, Mater isit I? He ſaith unto him, 
thus hait ſaid. Fudas, was plotting 
his Apprehenſion, and Crucifition, and 


yer he faith, maſter is it]? The reſt 


might be in earneſt, and truly jealous 
though he was nor. God, was jealcus 
for $0n, with great jealouſie : And the 
£LipoFtle Maga of the Corinthians, 
viith a godly jealcuſie ; or (according to 
the Greek) with the zeal of God. "Thus, 
2 lyver of Chrisf, keeps up a holy jca- 
Luſie upon him{elf ; he dreads a diſobli- 
gins of Chriit ; a diſquieting of Chrift ; 
a diffurbing of Chriit ; a diſguſting of 
Chritt. I charge you ye danghters of 
Feru/alem, that ye tir not up, nor awake 
my love, until he pleaſerh. 

Is it cordial ? then *ris real. Is thy 
love not only in word, but alſo in truth ? 
not co piemental, but cordial ? then *tis 
right, and real. My Iitthe children, let us 
not love in word, neitoer in icngue, but in- 


deed, 


> 4A v2 hk. ha. _—_ as 


deed, and in truth. We are tolove in 
word, and in tongue, but not in word, 
and tongue only ; our Deeds muſt ſpeak 
the Truth of 'our Lowes. The love of 
an Hypoerite to Chri#t, is ike the ſhining 
of .a Ghw-worm, it fhineth bur it heateth 
notk. 


Stamp. Truelove knoweth no playing 
days ; it ever hath a reft of contentation, 
bur it ever hath a ref# of ceſſation. As 
he was never a Friend, tnat 1snot ever 
a Friend, ſo he was never a Lover, that is 
not ever a Lover. As Chriſt once lovin 

his, ever loveth his, ſo a Chriſtian (of his 
making) ence loving him, ever loveth 


him. That Chritt may dwell inyour Eph.3.1 z 


hearts by faith; that ye being rooted, and 
grounded in lwve. As Chriſt dwells in 
the hearts of his lowers, by his ſpecial, 
and ſpiritual preſence, and influence ; fo 
theſe are rooted, and grounded in love; 
their love is frm, and ſtrong : But whar 
follows ? "That we may be able to com- 


prehend with all Saints, what is the 


breadth, and length, and height, and depth. 


The ApcFHle here ers out the love of 
Chriit, with Depth, and Height ; with 
Length and Bredth, the four Sy 

. 0 


. >] q,. - 
Is it unceſſant ? then *tis of the right 3. 
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of the Croſs ; to indicate , intimate, 
and inſinuate unto us, that upon the 
extent of the Tree, was the moft 
exaF love that ever was, with all 
the dimenſions in this Kind repreſented. 
4+ Is it loyal? then *tis real. True love, 
235 not ſo much. ſer upon what Chriſt 
bath, as upon what Chriſt is; not f6 
much ſet upon #+zs, as 1t 1s fet upon 
bim. Chriff , is feet without any 
'thing , but nothing is ſweet without 
Pſa. 73. Chrift. Whom have I in Heaven but 
25- "thee? or on earth that I defire beſides 
thee? True love deſires no wages ; It is 
wages enough to it ſelf; it pays it 
c1 ſelf in ſeeing and ſerving the beloved. 
"4 4 '9 In keeping of them there ts great reward. 
: Grace, thews us wages in the 207k. 
Secundum God (ſaith one) will reward his people 
—— according to their work. The Nurſe 
1% doth much for the Child, fo doth the 
Mother ; the Nurſe doth it for the love 
of 2vages, but the Mother doth it for the 
2wages of love. A wile man may look 
for his Advantage in the end of his work, 
though he be not to make Advantage 
the end of his work. Though Chriftians 
arc not wercenary, to work as Hirelmgs 
Hor pay. yet (in the ſue) they ſhall have 
better 
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Though Chrift will not be ſerved (for) 
wages, yer Chriff will not be ſerved 
(without) wages ; yea, ſuch wages, as 
will weigh down all our works, and all 
our 0es. Wecan never want pay, Or 
reward for that work, which is a reward, 
and can pay it ſelf. | | 
Is it expanſwve? then *tis of the 
right Stamp. It love be true *tis exten- 
ſerve ; 1t extends it ſelf to all the Saints. 


Since we heard of yeur faith in the Lord © 


Feſus, and of the love which ye haveto 
all the Saints. Is this text antiquated ? 
Opinion, muſt not byaſs our Aﬀettion. If 
love hath the Stamp of a Chrift upon 
it, then Mephibeſheth 1s lewved for the 
lake of Fonathan ; then the Child is 
lived for the ſake of the Father; then 
the Chriſtian is loved for the fake of 
Chrilf. Are there not ſome men that 
cannot loye others, becauſe they are nct 
altogether ſo broad, and long as theme 
ſelves ? Wholoever 1s right, or wrong, 
in point of Opinion, I dare write he 1s 
wrong, that is not right in point of 4fe- 
?1cn. I's reported of the Primitive Chri- 
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ſtians, Behcld how the Chriſtians love ! Ecce quam 


, Love, is called an 0/4 commandment, 


iigunt 
C briſtia« 


and zz / 


—_ efliquid 
\ Chriſti, 


#mpera. 


- Dzc al:- 
quid, ut 
duo ſimus. 
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and a ey commmandment, but we are 


now making it 30 commandment. Doth 
not a difference in Opinion, beget a diffe- 
rence in Aﬀettion? Many men have a 
ood Opinion of their own Opinions, 
though their Opinions be not good. *Tis 
faid of Bucer, and Calvin, that they 


lived all in whom they could eſpie any. - 


thing of ChriF. It is not indiſpenſably 
neceſſary concerning mens going to 
Heaven, and entring thorough the gates 
inta the ity, that tney are of this judg- 
ment, or of that perſwaſion (holding 
the head, holding the foundation) but 


Divid:, £8 their living in love is neceſſary. Divide, 


and rule; divide and rage ; divide, and 
Tuine, is the ſophiſtry oft the prince of 
darkneſs. Divifon is an unhappy weed, 
and it grows apace. *T'is pity that 
Abraham, and Lot, ſhould fall out by 
the way. *Tis pity that Man ſhould 
make 7yo, whom God hath made Ore. 
*Tis pity that one Chri#tzax (ſhould now 
ſay to another, as one Man formerly 
ſpake to another, Speak. ſomething that 
2e may be Two. Diviſion of Tongues, 
hindred the bu:/Jing of Babel ; divition 


of Hands, Heads and Hearts, hinders 


the building of Bethel. 
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Is it expenſive ? then *tis real. He 6G 
that moſt loves a Chriſt, will moſt lay 
out himſelf for Chriſt. A true wer 
of Chriſt, is willing to be at co## for 
Chriff, Verbal love, is like painted 
fire, and a golden loaf, but real love 
(with David) will not have that which 
coſt it nothing. "The woman, thought 
hot her ointment, (though precious) too 
good for Chriſt. When TAN was in Nar.26.6, 


Bethany,in the houſe of Simon the Leper, 7. 
there came unto him a woman having 
an Alabaſter box of very precious oint- 
ment, and poured it on his head, as he ſat 
at meat. 

Is it expreſſive? then it hath the image 


of a Chri#Fupon it. A lover of Chritt, 
15 not a mute, but hath a mouth for Chriſt. 
Lowers, will ſpeak one (of) another, and 
| (for) anorher, when they cannot ſpeak 
one (with) another. "The Husband is 
at Sea, or beyond Sea, but the Wife 
ſpeaks (of) him, and ſpeaks (for) him. 
As he is a lover of Chri#, that delights 
in ſeeking a Chrift ; in ſerving a Chrift ; 
m ſuffering for a Chriit, as well as in 
ſeeing a Chriit; fo he is a lover of Chrift, 
that delights in {peaking of a Chrift ; 
in /peaking for a Christ ; in ſpeaking 
ro 


153 he Grace of Love. 
to- 2 Chrift, as well as in ſpeaking with 
a Chri#t. A lover of Christ, is big with 
expreſſion ; muſt give went to its Sor ; 
It cannot bur ſpeak the things which it 
hath ſeen, and heard. A lover of Chrift, 
will give his Vote for Chriff, whatever 
the danger be ; and the difficulty be; 
and the death be. "Thus Peter did: 
Act.3.14, Te denied the holy one, and the juft, and 
R$ defired a murderer to be granted unto you ; 
and killed the prince of life, whom God 
raiſed from the dead, whereof we are 
21itneſſes. 
Is it ſociable ? then *tis right, and real, 
Dr. Sibbs. My God, and I (faith one) are good 
company, Man, 1s a fociable creature, 
and he loves Company, but *tis the 
Company that he loves,. Is acquaintance 
with Chri#t thy ambition ? 1s enjoyment, 


of Chritt thy Center ? 1s converſe with \ 


Chrift thy Element? then thou art a 

lower of Chriff. Ir 1s ſaid of Tpnatins, 

Ainor mens that being opened, there was found in 
erucifixus his heart (written in letters of Gold) My 
6/2. Love is crucified. One allo (in a tract 
Di, of his) ſpeaks of a woman, who medi- 
rating the torments of Hell, together 

with the hatred of the damned there; 
prayed, that though ſhe-were damned, yet 

| | (he 


my APA 
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ſhe might love God. Was not enjoy- | 
ment of God, and Chriſt, the ambition 
of the Pſalmift? My ſoul thirſteth, my Pſa. 63.1, 
fleſh longeth for thee, in a dry and weary 2* 
land without water, tojee thy power and 
thy glory, ſo as I have ſeen thee in the 
Sant uary. 

Is it /ubmiſſrue ? then, *tis real. Art 
thou graciouſly wiiling to be killed all 
the day long for a Chriſt? artgraciouſly 
willing to blced or burn, for a Chriſt 2 
art gracioul)y willing to bear the indig- 
nation of the Lord becauſe thou haſt 
ſinned . againlt him? art graciouſly 
willing to dye a Sacrifice (for) Chriſt, 
if thou mayſt no longer [ye a Servant 
(of) Chriit? art graciouſly willing 
to ſuffer the loſs of all things for 
Chriſt? then thy love is real. *Tis re- 
corded of the Hebrews, and tranſmitted 
to poſterity, that they took joyfully ſpoiling, Heb. 10 
knowing in themſelves that they had in 34 
heaven a better, and an enduring ſubſtance. 
They-were glad they had any thing to 
boſe (tor ) a Chrift, knowing they ſhould 
loſe nothing (by) a Chriſt, "They were 
glad of an opportunity to put off their 
worldly goods at fo great a rate, as 
proof of the lincerity of their graces. 

| Our 
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| Our goods never go off at fo hifh 4 

price, nor come to ſo good a marker, as 

when they are- ſpoiled in a good cauſe. 

Theſe , were not concerned for their 

Goods, as Micah was for his Gods, for 

they knew they were gracious here, 'and 

that they ſhould be glorious hereafter: 

True love, flies hot (like Chaff) in the 

face of him that fans it. Though I 

cannot diſpure for a Chrift, yer I can 

aje for s Chrift, ſaid the Martyr. 

0. Is it ſuperlative ? then *tis real. Hath 
Chriſt no Competitor ? no Corrival? then 
thy [ove is of the right Stamp. As 
Chriſt beſtoweth himſelf 2ybc/ly upon a 
Chr:i#tian, ſo a Chriſtian beſtowerh him- 
felf wholly upon Chriſt, True love, 

Tili non keeps Bck nothing from Chriſt, for 


THOMAS 


ba. 


Chrifluim whom all is too little. He loverh not” 


—_—_ Chriſt ſincerely, that Joverh not Chriſt 
plas a» Sigwlarly , that loverh not Chriſt ſuper- 
mant. Ulatrvely. Loveſt thu me more than 
John 21, theſe? was the queſtion of Chr'ſt to 
If, 17, Peter. Loveſt thou me more than thy 
Nets? more than thy Fiſh? more than 
thy Friends that are about thee ? Or 
loveſt hou me more than theſe love me ? 
Lord thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt 
that 1 love thee; was the anſwer of 
Peter 
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Peter unto Chriſt. Perer was asked of . 
the Degree of his Love, but he anſwer- TON 
ed as to the Truth of it ; he was asked © 
as to the .meaſure of it, but he anſwered. 

as to the manner of it ; he was askedas ,'r, 

to the quantity of it,but he anſwered as to « # 
the quality of it. Canſt thou fay with- 

out a Check, as one did ? Lord Feſus, I Ambroſe. 
Jove thee more than my poſſeſſions ; more p!ug gum 
than my Relations; more than my ſelf 74597993 


then thy love is right, and real. None mo 


(to) Chriſt , faith the Pſalmift ; none* F450 
(but) Chrift, ſaid the Marhr; all (in) Selt. 
Chriſt, faith the Apoſtle. A lower of 
Chriſt, muſt Jove nothing much, but that 
Chriſt, whom he can never Jove too much. 
Ambroſe (on the Funeral of Theodoſius) 
obſerves, that he died with theſe words 
in his mouth; I have howed; I haveDilexi 3 
loved : which he conceived to be the dilexs. 
Anſwer of the Emperor to the Angels, 
asking him how he had behaved himſelf 
in the Empire ; I have loved; I have 
loved: That was enough to him, and 
this will be enough to thee (in a dying 
hour) that the perſonal excellency of 
Chriſt hath been the Objeft of thy 
Love. | 

Thy Vote muſt be given for Chriſt, Inf. 2. 
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Chriſt ? give then thy ſuffrage for this 


| 4, Be not afraid, nor aſhamed to own this, 
ff mm" _. though thou dwelleſt where Satans ſeat 
-5 4 is. Awmnon was Luſf-fick ; the man 
5 keeps his Chamber, until he hath deflou- 
. _ * 4: #ed his Siſter Tamar. Micah was Idol-ſich; 


— i ye take away his Gods, and the 


he looks upon himſelf as a Beggar, if 
wr? .. notasa Bankrupt. Abab was Vmeyard- 
* fiek; he mult havethe Vineyard of Na- 
h y both, though he hath a kingdom to walk 
| in ; he will fer his foct there, though he 


Tudas, was World-fick ; this Caitiff will 
betray a Chriſt, though he hath bur thirty 
feven ſhillings, and fix pence, for this 
damnable act ; he undertook it for thirty 
pieces -of filver, each piece being one 
ſhilling, and three pence. Bur the Spouſe 
Can. 2. F.js Lowe-ſick : Stay me with flagons ; com- 


Chaj. 5-8. charge you, ye daughters of Teruſalem, 


if ye-lee my beloved, that ye tell him I am 
fk of lowe. ' As if the Church had ſaid, 


3) * 'K 
* , 


and his Church. Art thou a lover of | 


5 "IF Truth , that the perſonal excellency of | 
4 Chrif, is the object of the Churches love. | 


Prieft (though not worth the keeping) | 


Or thorough the Blood of the Owner. * 


fort me with apples, for I am ſick of love. . 


We ay F< my beart-ake; yu 
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my heart-frings are ready to break for” 


remember to tell him this, - that 
IT am ſick of Jove for him; thatl 
kriow not how to live another Day, as} \\& 
nother Duty, without a Sight (of) h 
without a Smile (from him, for his per, 
ſonal excellency is the Obje* of my love. S&- 
Had nor Mary Magdalen a great lover ce 5, 
for Chriff? Much was forgiven her, for 47. 
fhe Ioved much. Not that her much 
loving, was the cauje of her much for- WoW 
giving, but her much forgiving, was the YE 
cauſe of her much Ioving, and her much > - 
loving the conſequent of her much for-"7 "8 
BY 272g. This word (for) doth nor lig-,,, "cout 
mifie here a cauſe, as if her Love was the z5v.,fod 1l- 
cauſe of the forgiveneſs of her ſms, but lativa, vel 
a reaſon drawn from the Sign ; many fins = nalis. 
are forgiven her, and hereby you ſha!l — 
know it, becauſe, or in that ſhe loved bur, Sis- 
much. The particle (for) in our com- num ſubſes 
a5; Diale#, 15 uſed as a note a the ef- 7#ens. 
ez; or Sign; there is Fire, for I ſee 
ſmoak ; this Tree, liveth, for it ſprouteth. on 
Much was forgiven her, therefore ſhe 


hath ſoved much. 'The whole ſcope of 
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moſt, unto whom moſt is forgivers, and 
M 2 not A 


a ſight of Chriſt for a [mile from Chriſt : y | 
Ah! whatever ye forget to tell him, DI] 
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Sency of Chriſt, we cannot Jive well ; 


Not (contrarily) that moſt is forgzven unto 
him that /overh moſt. 'The Antitheſis, 
in the ſame verſe, neceſſitates this Com- 
ment : Thoſe words, but to whom little 
7s forgiven,the ſame loveth little,fuppoſeth 
this Theſis, becauſe much was forgiven 
her, ſhe /oved much, : 
Chriſt muſt be loves, or the Soul muſt 
be damned. "There are many things 
without which we may be, and yet /ve 
well; and do well ; and dye well ; bur if 


we be without {ove to the perſonal excel- 


nor 4 well ; nor dye well. Love (to the 
perſonal excellency of Chriſt,) is indiſ- 
penſably neceflary unto Salugtion. That | 
God who hath appointed the end hath al- 
fo appointed the Means, that ſhall lead 
unto that exd, We may be without 
gefefons and without Relations; we may 
e without an Afﬀuence, and a Confluence 
of theſe leſſer, and lower things, and yet 
live well;and do well ; and dye well;yea, 
we may be without ſuch Degrees, and 
pitches of Grace, and yet /ive well ; and 
do well ; and dye weil ; but there are 0- 
ther things without which if we be, we 
cannot live well ; nor do well ; nor dye 
well ; now,they are theſe. 
Repentance. "There muſt be Repen- 
ance 


zance towards God. IF perſons live and. 
dye, without Repentance, they cannot 
live well ; nor doe well ; nor dye well. As 


there is ſorrow which worketh wrath, fo - 
there is a ſorrowing according toGod.Re- 
pentance mult be ſpeedy, without procraſ= 


tination; it muſt be cordial without 
diſſimulation; it muſt be general, with- 
out exception ; it muſt be continual with- 
out interruption.” Repentance 18 lo neceſ- 


. ſary, yea, of ſuch neceſſity,that a preach- 


ing it was impoſed among all nationg,, 
beginming at Feruſalem. "Though Sm, 
( for) a Believer be perfectly covered yet 
Sin (in) a Believer is not perfectly cured ; 
there are the Remainders of Sim, and 
theſe muſt be »2crned over, While 
there is an Tſue of Sim kept open, there 
muſt be an Iſſue of Sorrow kept open ; 
while the Ship ſprings a Leak, the Pump 
mult be kept at 2yvork, "There are Turns 
as well as Tears, in a Goſpel-Repentance. 
It was the faying of one, if thou beeſt 
backward in thoughts of Repentauce, be 
ferward in thoughts of Hell. *Tis beſt 
not to ſn, bur (having ſinned) the next 
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Luke 24 3 
47- 'Y 


Reliquee 


peccati. 


Tertulan. 


beſt 15 to repent. As God hath a Bag for 


ſins, lo he hath a Book for Prayers, and 2 
Bottle for Tears. Tears are the trueſt 


M 3 Rhetorick 


7 he Grace of Love. 
Rhetorick of a troubled Soul ; they are a 
prevailing Sada , beyond the loudeſt 
and quainteſt Orat,ry, both with God 
Dr.Donne.2nd Man. I repent (faith one) all my 
| ife, but that time I ſpent in Communion 

with God, and in domg good. There 1s 
a repentance unto ſalvation, never to be 
repented of, and this is the gift of God 


beno /iving well; nor doing well ; nor 
Luke 13. 4jing well. Except ye repent (and this 
3-5. except is without exception) ye [ger all 
; likewiſe periſh. That (faith one) which 
Ebriſt here threatens to the impemtent, 
was fulfilled after 40 years; for then 
Titus (the Emperor of the Romans) on 
the feaſt of the Paſſeover belieged the 
City and (having taken it) flew many 
impenitent Jews, as they were ſacrifi- 

C178. x ; 

2 Faith. There muſt be Faith in the 
Perſon of Chrift. If perſons live, and 
dye, without Faith in the Perſon of 
Chriff, they cannot [ive well ; nor do 

well ; nor dye well. It any /ve, and 
| dye, without Faith they cannot live well, 
q Hab. 2-4-for. the uff ſhall live by his Faith : If 
| | any hve, and dye without Faith, they 
- Rom. 14. cannot do well, for, I hatſoever is nat of 
7, | Faith 


now, withour this repentance, there will | 
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Faith, is fin : Tf any live and dye with- 

out Faith, they cannot dye well, for, #f* 

ye believe not that I am he, ye ſhalt dyeTokn.'$. 
in your fins. Now, if there be dying (1) 24- 


Sin, there will be Jamming (tor) $2. 


Love. As there muſt be Fazth in the 
Perſon of Chriſt, ſo there muſt be Lowe- 
to the perſonal Excellency of Chriſt. 
If perſons be withour love to the perſo-: 
nal excellency of Chriſt, they cannot: 
live well ; nor do well ; nor dye well. 
If any man loveth not the Lord Feſus' COr.16. 
Chriſt, let him be Anathema Maran-atha *** 
Some Texts are ſhort ; thus, theſe are; 
Pray without ceaſing : Rejoyee exvermore, 
Some Texts are ſweet ; thus, theſe are ; 
In me ye ſhall have peace: Go in peace. 
Some Texts are /ong,and ſhort ; thus, theſe ; 
Depart from we all ye that work miquity, 
I know you not : Depart from me ye cur- 
ſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for -the 
Devils and his Angels. "T's thus here ; 
here 1s a long and a ſharp 'Fext; If any 
man loweth not the Lord Fe/us Chriſt, let 
him be Anathema Maran-atha. 1s it not 
enough to amaze, and amuſe , (it the 
Spirit goeth with the Ford) the greateſt 
Atheiſt, and Papiſt ? the greateſt Egypti- 
an, and Ethiopian ? thegreatelt Saracen, 
and Sccinian? the greateſt Man, and 

M 4 Ioman ? 


2 Cor. 4. 
+ 
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Woman ? In this text there 1s ſomething 
ſuppoſed,and ſomething propoſed.Here is, 

A Suppoſition. It any man loveth 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Herein, there 
s the AF ; the Subje# ; the Objett. 

The AF. Loveth not. "That 1s, ha- 
teth; for is there a medium between 
loving, and hating ? He that is not with 
me, is againſt me; and he that gathereth 
not with me, (cattereth. . 

The Subje&.Man.lf any man. It any 
one;ſo the Greek.If any Soul;if any perſon 
without exception, or exemption, as to 
Nation, whither few or Gentile; Is he 
rhe God of the fews only ? is he not the 
God of the Gentiles alſo? As to Sex, 
whether Man,or Woman: As to Relation, 
Whether an Jſaac, or a Rebecca ; a 
Facob or a Benjamin: AS to Age, whe- 
ther a Methuſelah, or a TFofiah : As to 
Eſtate, whether a Craſus, or a Codrus : 
As to Flace whether a man in his Robes, 
or a man in his Rags. If any one loveth 
nor. 

The Obje#. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Here is a Chriſt, emphatically pretented 
in his zriple Office, as the Propher, and 
Prieſt, and Prince of the Church. We 


preach not cur ſehyes, but Chriſt Feſus the 


Lord, 


The Grace of T ove. 
Lord. David was a King, and a Prc- 


pher; TFeremiah, was a Frieſt, and a 
Prophet ; Melchizedech, was a King, and 
a Prieſt, but theſe three Oihces together 
(Prophetical , ſacerdotal , regal) never 
metin any one, bur this 6x/y one, Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, the Phenix ot the world : 
If any one loveth not the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

A Propoſition. Let him be Anathema 
Maran-arha, Herein there 1s the Subject, 
and the Sentence. 

The Subjeff. Him. That is, Him, 
or Her ; the Man, or the W:man ; the 
Huſband, or the Wife; the Father, or the 
Child; the Maſter, or the Servant ; of 
what Nation loever ; of what Age fo- 
ever ; of what Eſtate loever , of what 
Place loever. 

The Sentence. Anathema Maran-atha. 
Herein, there 1s the Fudgment, and the 
Duration of that fudgment. 

The Fudgment. ctnathema. "Ts a 
greek word, which ſ{igniterth an Execra- 
tion, or a Curſe. Now, this 18 a fad one, 
if not the ſ/adde/# one, for "tis a 


Fo 


Goſpel one, and Goſpel curfes, are the 


ſaddeſt caries. Th ugh we or an Hingel Gal. r. 


from Heaven, preaci unto jou any hr 
Gejpcl, 


*®s . 


I, 
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_ Goſpel, then that which we have preached 


unto you, let him be accurſed: let him be 
a Curſe, according to the greek. It 1s 
thus here; and "tis not faid, let this 
perſon be anathematized, but an Anas 
thema ; accurled, but a Curle. 

The Duration of the Fudgment. Ma- 
ran-atha. This conlifts of two Syriac 
words ; Maran, our Lord; atha cometh. 
Ler this perſon be a Curſe, until Chriff 
cometh to judge both the quick and the 
dead, fer all judgment 1s committed to-the 
Son, becauſe he is the Sen of man. Let 
this perſon be Anathema Marar-atha. 
Reduplication (in the ſacred Scripture) 
ſionifherh two things. 

Vehemency of ſpirit in him that 
ſpeaks. 

The Certainty of the thing ſpoken. 
Tinis; Ye have not recerved the ſpirit of 
bondage again to fear, but ye haverecerued 
the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we cry 
Abba, Father. *T's a repetition in feve- 
ral languages, Syriac,and Greek ; where- 
by we cry Abba, Father. The Spirit 
of God, is a Spirit of Supplication, in 
Few, and Gentile, And, as there 1s a 


crying in two Janguages ( Abba Father ) 
ſo here 1s a - curling 1n two 


languages 
(Anathema 


F4 
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(Anathema maran-atha ; ) to ſhew, that 
both Fexs and Gentiles, whether men, or 
omen ; Whether old or young ; whether 
high, or low ; whether rich, or poor, . if 
they live and dye, without we to the 
perſonal Excellency of Chriſt, are not 
only anathematized, but alſo an Anathe- 
7a; are,not only accurſed, but alſo a 
Curſe, to the coming of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ro Judgment, and (from that 
Judgment) for an eternity. Of thoſe 


three degrees of curſes (faith one) which Perkins. 


the Jews uſed in their threefold excom- 
munication, this of Anathema Maran- 
atha was the higheſt; including as 
much as this; Let the Lord come- and 
ſtrike this perſen w:th eternal perdition, 
If any perfon loveth not the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, let that perſon be Anathema 
Maran-atha. 
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A S Goſpel-Faith, and Goſpel-Hope appear, 


So Goſpel-Love,which bringeth up the Rear. 


As there's a carnal, and a moral Love, 
There alſo 1s a Goſpel-one above. 
Now Goſpel Love appears a Goſpel-Grace ; 
The Spirits fruit, within a Goſpel-Race: 
It alſo is the noble ſouls expanſion, 
'Fo Feſrs Chriſt,within the highelt 91anſion ; 
And for 1ts proper Obje& allo makes 

His Excellency,where are no miſtakes : 

Of G o{pel-Lowe (take from a Dwarf Stature) 
Its Ogject ; Soil ; Original , and Nature. 
Chriſt, FESUS is ; moſt excellent in Name; 
In Nature too, for ſinleſs is the fame: 
Excelling 1s a Chriſt m Love ;, in Light ; 

In Council; Comfort ; Condutt ; alſo Might : 
Moſt excellent in 7/5/dom, and in Wealth, 
Chriſt Feſus is, wio 1s the Churches health. 
Man, mortal is, and poſting to the Grave, 
But Lowers of a Chriſt a Crown ſhall have. 
Inheritgnce it 1s, and Heavens Foy ; 

A Kingdom *tis, that cannot be a Troy: 

A Crown of Life, fo *tis in ſacred Story ; 
Of Righrouſneſs ; yea *tis a Crown of Glory. 
Some Rea/ons allo may be given why 
"The Low-75of a Chriſt (when they ſhall dye) 
With Feſus Chriſt a laſting Crows ſhall have, 
Who had a Croſs on this fide of the Grave. 


The 


The merit of the Son doth follow this ; 
The Earneſt of the Spirit cometh next, 
Which Uſhers in (according to the text) 
'The loving Saint, that he may have his Seet, 
Who Bitter had, before a winding ſheet. 
Art tempted ? yet a TFeſus loverh more, 
Than Satan hates, though he doth greatly roar. 
Art troubled ? ſuffer bur a while, and know, 


To ſuffer but 2 while thou haſt below. 


Art /omful ? Ah! this calls for Lamentation, 
Yet advocates a Chriſt for Conſolation. 
Chriſt, lowing is, and eafie *cis ro try him ; 
Doſt love a Chriſt ? then thou art loved by him. 
Take Symbols alſo of a Goſpel-Love; 


* It jealous 15 unto a Chriſt above: 


"Tis cordial; unceſſant *ris, and loyal, 
In perſons who appear (divinely ) ropal : 
Expanſive *tis ; expenſive allo "tis ; 
Expreſſive too, both unto Him,and His : 
This Goſpel-Lowe, *ris love that's ſociable; © 
Submitſive *tis ; ſuperlative, and fable. 
Thy ſuffrage give (unto a pg Mleſs Deve) 
Thar Chriſt is ObjeF of the Churches love: 
Chriſt, loved muſt be by a Man I (ee, 

Or damned muſt the Man tor ever be. 

"Thus, to divert, I did attempt to ſcatter, 

In Poem here the marrow of the matrer. 
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# | 'He moving Cauſe, the Fathers mercy is ; ow 


